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LETTER L 

HE antiquities and fccneiy of the Norths which yoa 
mention as fuch excellmt fubje£ts for drawings every 
day more and more attraft my attention : the point of 
vieir in which you pl^ce them^ as ufeful appendages to your 
Tours^ makes the idea of delineating them yield me an intereft* 
ing pleafure. 

I LOOK, on it as a fortunaDe event, that the few of my drawings 
which made their way to you^ Ihould have gained fo much of your 
notice, as to occafion a correfpondence which is fo flattering and 
agreeable to me. It is of much importance to thofe who may 
command their time, to have their thoughts direded into fome 
ufeful cha»inel ; and I am very fenfible how greatly your fevourt 
kxw in this way enlivened my leifure hours*. 

B ^ Ibso 



INTRODUCTORY 

I BEG to add the account of this journey, as a Supplement to 
your Tours j and thus to attempt fulfilling your wifli, of draw- 
ing out of its obfcurity the remoteft parts of our country. Should 
I be fortunate enough to execute your commands with approba- 
tion, it will doubtlefs be to me a fpring of much entertainment 
and pleafure. 

By this declaration you will eafily difcover, that I gladly ac- 
cept your invitation, and am fond to embrace fo favourable an 
opportunity, of paying a general vifit to the more unfrequented 
parts of the North : but at the fame time muft add, that I do 
fo with the greateft diffidence of being at all qualified, for ex- 
ecuting your orders with any tolerable perfpicuity. I have not 
however fpared any^pains that could poffibly\give me a chance 
for enjoying the ramble in a more rational and fatisfa6tory man- 
ner : and to become acquainted with the Caledonian annals, has 
been ah objeft of my belt attention. 

The path which you have more particularly prefcribed to me, 
in that ample field which you have been pervading, appears 
altogether a romantic, and far from an unpleafant one. You may 
depend upon it, that neither refolution nor pcrfeverance (hall be 
wanting in my endeavours to penetrate into the deepefi: recedes 
of the northern mountains : and I truft to fend, from the wild 
environs of Domadilla, fome authentic reprefentations of the 
majeftic fcenery and fingular buildings of that remote corner. 

The idea of having an opportunity of examining thofe fpeci- 
mens of architedure, which are of fuch high antiquity, gives 
additional importance to the attempt of making a journey 
through thefe wilds. And the existence of any carved monu- 
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LETTER. 

mental ftones fet up iir the early ages of cbrifiianity^ is likewife 
what I {hall think myfelf ierioufly concerned to inveftigate, 
though it lead me ever fo far from the ordinary path of travel- 
lers. 

Those ruins on the way, to which you particularly bend my 
attention, fhall be faithfully copied in fome of their mofl: expref- 
five views. The neceffity I fhall thus be under, of being much 
converfant with the remaini of deferted temples, and palaces 
renowned of old, promifes a fund of folennn meditation : and 
it will greatly dignify my labours^ to refleft, that in thefe draw- 
ings I fhall deliver over to you as their preferver, the moffc 
venerable and ancient monuments of the nation's fonner 
grandeur. 

Whatever memorable occurs, with refpe£t to the fubje£i:s of 
any of the drawings, fhall be communicated with freedom. I 
propofe to myfelf no fmall pleafure from doing fo : for I am 
convinced, that my indulgence in that, will greatly heighten 
every other entertainment which the jaunt can afford : nor do I 
expeft to find any path fo defolate and barren, but what this pri* 
vilege will enliven and embellifh. 

Considering myfelf as always in your prefence, holding con* 

verfe on the occurrences of the day, I fhall be infpired with 

clofcr obfervation, and more fleady attention to all the fubjedks 

of enquiry enjoined me i by which I fhall endeavour to evince 

how fmcerely I am 

Tour's. 
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LETTER II. 

Btnff; Mif i7di. 

PERMIT me, before I fct out on this ramble, to preient 
you with a view of Duff Houfe, the feat of the earl of Fifs. 
It certainly has much grandeur in ii^ and is a piece of very fine 
archite£hire i but the general efFcft will be much more magnifi- 
cent and pleafant, when the colonnades and wings, are added. 
A complete plan of the whole may be feen in fFolfs Vitruvi$is^ 
according to the original dcfign of the laoe celebrated Mr. 
Adams. 

The inclofed drawing Will fcrVe to give an idea of the building 
in its prefent ftate ^ but it is hardly poffible, on fo fmall a fcale, 
to cxprefs the iumptuous ftyle of the various enrichments. 

Fluted columns of the C$rintbian and compofite orders, fup- 
port cornices that are adorned with the moft elaborate and beau-^ 
tiful carvings, and embelliihed above by ftatoes and vafes highly 
ornamented. Thefe on a near view give peculiar eleganc^e to the 
edifice. The excellence of the workmanship becomes the more 
confpicuous, the more attentivdy it is fui^eyed ; and the eminent 
hands employed, contributed not a little to the expence of forty 
fdvoufand pdunds, which Duff Houfe has already coft. 

Since you were in this corner, a very large* and elegant apart- 
ment is opened for a library 5 a well-proportioned room, of be- 
twixt fixty and feventy feet in length. It is already ftored with 
fome thoufands of choice volumes \ amongfl thefe are vaft collec- 
tions 



DUFF HOUSt. 

tions of portraits of eminent perfons, which prove a fuitable ac- 
companiment to a cabinet containing an extenfive colledlion of 
Roman and Brkijh coins^ medals, Sec. 

. The library extending through the whole breadth of the build- 
ing> commands from the windows of the one endj a charming 
profpeft of the ocean, fea-coaft, town of Banffy and new bridge 
6f feven arches thrown over the Devron j from the other, a fine 
extenfive view into the country, and of the pleafure-grounds 
along the banks of the river. 

i It may not be improper to mention, that on a rifing ground 
on the weft fide of the river, a large and mafly urn, containing 
bones dug up on the fpot, with fingular propriety diftinguiihes 
the confecrated ground, where formerly were a chapel and bu- 
rying-place belonging lo a monaftery of Carmelite friars. The 
cells and other buildings belonging to a convent of that order, 
dedicated to the Firgin Mary, enclofed a delicious fpot of gar- 
den-ground, which now forms an excellent orchard. 

Not far from the urn, there is a confiderable mount, of a cir- 
cular form, which has much the appearance of having been arti- 
ficially raifed, and is ' faid to be the tScGt of penances. It was 
formerly cziltd Colenard (Collus Leonardi) from a fuperior of the 
convent, who thence delighted to contemplate the furrounding 
landfcape. 

On a hill oppofite, are fcveral large flone pillars, tending to 
form a femi-circle, and are doubtlefs the remains of a Druid 
temple. The adjacent part of the river is for Ibme hundred 
yards feparited into two branches, by an ifland covered with tall 
trees s in the middle there is an ornamental fummcr-houfe, 

5 fhaded 



KIPPER SALMON. 

fhaded with their boughsj which makes a moft agreeable retire* 
ment. 

A MILE or two up the river, the banks of the Devron become 
lofty, precipitous, and rocky. The hills cloathed with wood, 
projeft their very craggy brows perpendicular into the channel. 
Several paths are effeded along the cliffs, amidft the overhanging 
trees, which yield from their feveral windings variety of romantic 
fcenery. Thefe walks terminate at the rocks of Ava^ immenfe 
pidurefque precipices, that confine the river into a very narrow 
channel ; betwixt thefe is thrown a very lofty and majeftic arch, 
which has a peculiar good effed in fo wild a fituation. 

I HERE beg leave to introduce a memoir, relative to an infe& 
attendant on the falmon which come up this river, conununi- 
cated t9 me by an ingenious friend. 

*' The foul falmon, of which a drawing has been already fent 
" to Mr. Pennanty was caught February the loth, 1776. When 
brought into the houfe, the colours upon this fiih were remark- 
ably lively. The general appearance was that of a reddifh 
brown $ but the fpots of red and black upon particular parts, 
" were exceedingly bright and beautiful. When one compared 
" the whole appearance to that of a clean fifh, it was wretched 
*' and difagreeable : it was lank j the belly empty, flabby, and 
of a dirty yellow i the jaws at a confiderable diftance in the 
middle i the under jaw with a large protuberance Handing per- 
pendicular upon the extremity ^ the upper jaw with a hole almoflr 
quite through (and I am told in fome quite through) in which^ 
when the jaws were fhut, the protuberance lodged. Not one 
^' fin entire -, the fcales and ikin being in many places deilroyed^ 

" prcfented 
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LERN-ffiA SALMONEA. 

^ prcfented the appearance of foul ulcers. The gills were Ml 
of the Lernaa falmonea. Such falmon are called Kipper^ or foul 
filh. 

" The cruves in the river Devron are (following the windings 
" of the river) about a mile and a half from the fea« In the 
'^ fandy places below the cruves, where there is a fufficient depth 
*^ of water, a great many falmon ipawn. In thofe places they 
are feen railing confiderable hills of fand, probably to cover 
and proteft the fpawn *. They are likewife feen frequently 
pufhing and firiking one another ; and the fifhermen aflert that 
they have many battles : their conjedbure is, that the battles 
are occafioned by the niales endeavouring to get at the fpawn 
•^ in order to devour it, and the females endeavouring to defehd 
'^ it. About thefe hills they remain during the winter, and until 
" the young fry appear, unlefs forced off by a torrent; probably 
** in order to keep the hills in repair, and to defend the fpawn 
" from the many enemies ready to attack it. — ^^ere. Are not 
" the form of the jaws, the foul ulcers in the fkin, and the de- 
** ftrudion of the fins, owing to the above-mentioned operations ? 
** Siuare^ If falmon fpawned in the fca, would they not be found 
** more or lefs in the condition of kipper ? l5ut in this condi« 
** tion they are never found out of the rivers." 

^* LiNNi£us fays of the Lern/ba Salmoneay Habitat in brancbiis 
'* Salmonum ; ergo etiam marina : this latter is certainly a miftake j 
^* for thefe Lemieie are never found with us out of the rivers ; and 
" fevcral fenfible filhcrmen have affured me, that fait water proves 
" abfolute deftrudion to thefe animals. 

* Br. ZmL III. 4to. ed. p. 252. 

**' Salmon, 
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M O N O C U L L : 

^' SalMov at a certain time during^ their ftay in (he p^ am 
<' infefted by another animal of that gentis» called by lAnnam 
^^ MoNOcuLus, which is as really a marine, as the other is afreih«* 
*' water animal. This fpecies ^ (cems to ine to be undefcribed 
*^ by authors, and very diftind: from the ML fifcitms of UntueuSi 
^ whidi it in ibme mea&re reSmiAn. In a fei^ hours dfter a 
** falmon has entered the river, not one of thefe Mo^ocvti are 
*^ to be fo^und upon it* ^^tre. Have we not in tfaefe vermes ft 
^ provifion made by the Author of nature, for forcing die falaion 
'^ from the fea into our rivers ^ and fiiom tfie rivers back again 
•* into the fea ? 

* See plate VI. lig* i. Should chif fpeeies be adoiittfd sew, it may not in^ 
fTOjperly be called MoNocuLvt maenurui. The Cgarc a« i9 I«sa>AA Sat- 
tmua I each above thrice the £ze of life* 



. I 



LETTER 



HUNTLY CASTLE. 



A 



LETTER IIL 

Hamkt, near KildraiD]r« May aoth. 

AS you mentioAed that a drawing of KUdrumj-caftUj would 
be particularly acceptable; it became a principal objeft 
of my care : and the other morning, when I fet out from JBanff^ 
I fixed on this as my firft field of enterprize. 

The road through Stratb-avay along the banks of the Bevron^ 
is extremely pleafant. It runs through fields in a high ftate of 
cultivation ; the profpeft all the way enriched with feats amidfl: 
extenfive plantings. That luxuriancy of country is. but little 
diminished when one advances into Stratb-bogie. In that long 
and winding valley, Huntly claims chief notice. It is a large, 
and flourilhing village. The banks of the Bogie^ on which it 
ftands, are enlivened by a linen manufafture, which creates an 
agreeable ftir about the place, and tends to encreafe the number 
and opulence of the inhabitants. 

Near the town are the ruins of Huntly caftle. On the avenue 
that leads to it, are two large fquare towers, which had defended 
the gateway. Great part of the cafUe feems to be very old, 
and ii nearly demoliihed i but there is a mafly building of a 
more modern date, in which fome of the apartments, and in 
particular their curious ceilings, are ftill preferyed pretty entire. 
They are painted with a great variety of fubje£ls, in iinall divi- 
fions : a few lines of poetry underneath each, defcribe the fub* 
jeft of che piece. In thefe, the virtues, vices, trades, and pur-^ 

C fuits 



to Hl-tt b F KOt iJ. 

fuits of mankindj are charafberized by emblematical figuret^ 
which though not the moft elegant, , are expref&ve. In the 
chamber, which was appointed for a chapet, or place of worfliip> 
the parables and other facred fybjefts are reprefented in the fame 
ftyle. The whole opens to one a field of various refledtion 
and entertainment, well enotigh adapted to amufe U Icilure 
hour. 

A rEw miles diftant from Uanifyy in a narrow part of the 
flrath, there is an old building, called Garif^ caftle, placed on a 
fmall mount, and furrounded with a deep ditch. It is a fquare 
tower ; one end of it is fallen down, ami fliews a ieftion of 
ftrong vaulted rooms; but there leemed nothing Co fingular in 
its ftrufhire^ as to merit more pardcuhtr attention. 

SowfE aged trees decaying around thofe walls, which they had 
Sheltered, now render it a romantic obje^ in the landfcape ; it 
was in former years a re^eftabfe fbrtrels. The Marecbat femily 
buitt it> to awe the clans in thefe parts ^ it was of &rce three or 
four hundred years ago. 
Hi&lofNoth* Tbb Hill of Notb^ a moft msgeftic mountain^ bounds the 

firath on the oppofite fide. In general it is brown with mofs 
and licath, interfpetfed i^ith the bare roclc, in many places 
crifmbling down* The higheft part of it is a circular hill> 
whofc verdure, as well as height, diftinguiftcs it from the reft 
of 'the mountain. This is called the STi;? e?/ Notb : and bears 
the ftrongeft refemblance to every defcriptioti of a volcanic 
mount *. 

• Tonr in Sntl. 177a. II. 1(5* Tke Itfft edioM if l^hat I jreTer to thliMi^ioilt 
tkit book* 
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At the diftance of many miles, one can diftinguilh thofe ridges* 
which arc the boundaries of the craier, indicating the hollow in the 
top. I did not go up the mountain i but have with me an ac- 
count of it, written by a gentleman who examined it witli 
particular care. I Ihall give you the narrative in his own 
words. 

" I had feen, fome years ago, pieces of vitrified, or calcined A Volcano. 
flone brought from that place. The gentleman who had them 
in his pofleflton laid, that fome imputed thefe calcinations to 
a valcano. However, I did not helitate to pronounce them 
ftones calcined by the burning down of a caftie, as I had 
*^ found fomcthing very like them on the caftlc-hill of CuUen^ 
in parts where the fward of grafs was broken. 

When I f cached the top of the bill of N^tby and law the 
(;alc]n$itions, I found reafon to alter my opinion. On the top 
*^ of the hill there is an oblong hollow, as I could gjuefs, of 
abQUt an Englifi) acre, covered with a fine fward of grafs : in 
the middle, toward the eaft end of this hollow, is a large and 
<}eep well. The hoUpw is furrounded on all (ides with a thick 
rampart of ftones. On three fides, this npparti from eight 
'^ to twelve feet thick, is one compaft body of ftones and mit* 
nerals, which have been in a ftate of fufion : refemblin^ a 
mixture of ftone and iron ore, all vitrified, calcined, an^ in* 
corporated. On the north fidct the rampart coafifts of bra* 
l^en pieces of rodc^ which have the appearance oif haying been 
torn to pieces by fome extraordinary violence. If the cal^^ 
cii\ed compaft wall .exifts under them, it is not at prefent 
vifible; and I had not lerfure nor opportunity more partipu* 
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NATURAL FORTRESS- 



larly to examine. A pcrfon whom I convcrfcd with the next 
day, who had been alfo on the fpot, fuppofed the wall to have 
been the work of art ; conftrufted for a retreat to the neigh- 
bouring families and their cattle, in times x)f public danger ; 
and that the calcinations had been' occafioned by the fires kept 
by the people at thofe feafons. But I have no idea that a wall 
of fuch thicknefs could have been fo thoroughly vitrified and 
calcined by any artificial or incidental fires. 
" That men hardly befet, might climb up with fomc provi- 
fions to it, as a place of refuge, is probable : but that on a bar- 
ren mountain-top, far from cultivated ground, half a day's 
journey from the plain i that there, in any period of fociety, men 
fliould have been tempted to build that amazing rampart, is 
not to be imagined : they have found it a natural and extenfive 
^' fortrefs, and in critical circumftances have made ufe of it ac« 
" cordingly. That it has been occupied as a place of ftrcngth 
*' and of refuge is very evident — for, fome hundred yards down 
" lower' on the hill, there are the remains of another rampart or 
^ wall, confifting of loofe ftoncs piled together without any cc- 
•* mcnt, carried quite round the hill. This laft has been built 
^' for an additional defence to thofe who made their abode on 
^* the top. 

" I avoid an enumeration of thefe fpecies of fortifications, be- 
" caufe Mr. Frnnawt has already taken fuch notice of them 
•* as to render unneceflary every thing which I or any one clfc 
** could fay on the fubjcft •• 

* Tour in forA 17721 Part L an, jS^fSnd Part II. 157. And Toor 
k JFgbh 4ia» 
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The top of Nofb^ for two-thirds downwards, is covered 
with a green fwardj below that it is brown with heath: this 
is the very reverfc of the adjacent mountains; and the greater 
^ verdure of - the ijpper part, I imputed to a new foil created by 
the aflies of the volcano. The opening called a well, I fup- 
pofe to have been the lateft crater. About a mile fouth, down 
towards the lower grounds of the Cabrccb^ there is a very 
pretty regular green hill, which I afcribe to a later eruption 
than thofe which may have formed the contiguous hills, now 
^* covered with heath. There is an extraordinary luxuriant 
" fpring of water ruihes out at once from the fide of the hill 
** of Notbi which is likewife fixne confirmation of the opinion, 
*' that a volcano has fome time exifted there, which has occa- 
'^ fioned great hollows and refervoirs of water^ in the heart of 
'^ the mountain. 

^' And the wild irregularides of nature through all the Cabrocb^ 
*^ the hideous and ftrange projeftion of rocks from the fides of 
•* the hills, would feem to indicate fome vaft convulfions which 
•' the earth muft have fuffcred in thofe parts.** 

Thb traces of ancient volcanos are far from being unfrequent 
in Scotland. The hill of Finebaven * is one inftance ; and not 
only abundant in this fpecies of lava, but with tarras, or thcpuhis 
puieclamis, an amalgamay 9& Ctmdamine -^ calls it, of calcined 
ftones mixed with fcorias and iron-ruft reduced to powder. The 
hiU of Beregmum^ near Dunfiaffage caftle, is another, yielding 
vaft quantities of pumices or fcma of different kinds ^ many of 

« 

* * ■ » 

f TouriftJM/t )772, Part 11/ iSsi t Toor inZ/n^, 139. . 
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«1iich are of the frnne fpeciea with cUofe of tlve volcanic /r^* 
land *. The noble aflembtoge of baf^tje columBS at St4fffs4 
thofe in the Hie of Sku, and the rack Ihmkk^ VP but fo many 
evidences of die aneient volcanos of this country f* And fiQalll^ 
die immenfe ftralum of pmen vitreuft or Jc0^m4 ag^te, on the 
hill of Ihrn-fitm in .^49 4^3 is the laft proof 1 ihall bring i^ fups^ 
port of the queftion« 

From the foot of Noib, is a pleafant ride al^fiig the h^sSj^ of 
the Bogis. That fertile ftiath, in farmer agea^ (v^t forf h many 
a warrior to battle : Straib-bagk alcitnef^j (brength, and aftivit}B» 
w^re particularly difttnguiihed. 

On the rights in the fact of a httU lyithin 9r fi:w oiil^ of 
KiUrumy, there ia a finej(piairy .of fmerftQOfii a^ VnP^ ^ k^^ 
concrete fiibftance, 4iftd priainprilyrfor ipyir^fiPtrs tUfW^ of xhe&j 
rolled from the quarry at the top of the hillt J^e cqg^-dQwn 
with fuch rafMdity, that, (caumng along fbeplffW WP^r4 ^thc 
foot of the hill, ch^ had fpning trnpa a.MighbffiueyBg D^cjpiGa* 
orer the B^uwPir, and were lying foitttred.on ^ PBPR^ 
fide. 
^ The hilla now put 00 a jnocetink and c^fi^o^^^loqk y the 

way over barren heaths began to (ctm tediv>^»i.wh^.^^££^;^ 
caftle came in view. Even the diftaot 4ppCAr4«cf.Af t^ tiff}f}p 
ruin, difiJpated att iideaa of &tigiie. vQa gping ¥99^9^ i^i 
aorofs a ftony moor, pafiedhy a weU-^Jbapodj. li^^J^pf^^^ofi 
obelifk, ten or eleven feet hidi f .^ad W«i4\lldi4 



« • 

• Toarin Seal. PartL 41 s« t The fame, 299, 306. 
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SUBTEHRANEAN RECESSES, i^ 

iArgreuhd vwhs, ^idilavc thdr oporings id «he fide oif « Aatificial 
tnofiy bank. The beft entrance into them was but fmaHi ^ Caves. 
fiiewcd a long 'dark omty widtin. The aocefs wa« confined and 
idBflkJiilt^ 4nit-im ^goi^gin i {cmnd the reteft to be idxmt eight 
l(Wt yj^c^ Md fikx>r fevcnifiset high^ well bttilt up at the fides» 
^a <:ovei«d miti i^ daggs. 

'Oi^^E mtiy«id^ncrtwelve Hr fifteen >paoes without interruptio% 
tfnfd ^ere <the {>afi&ge is i>l6ckcd tip^ fecms to be owing iiather 
tbrubbifli having fallen in, than n> the defign <of the builders. 
¥he' dtheite are ^fimilar ; but wlietSier thef faaiRe beeneoilncfted M* 
getfhfcr, >atid bad commomcaiSDn at theends» cadnoc now be>eafil7 
difcovered. They are faid to have been numerous and of g^at 
^tcAt. Th6y>pm^ iheittreatsrfaf the^sattteiitipbl^ fucfaas 
Tacitus l!ffi9¥ffi6 us w«fe4iftdixy AeGlermMs is a ikeltser^ as weU 
from the 4nc1e Aiency ^f Aie wie aefafcai as inun the fuiy H>f tlieir 
enertnes *• Thttfe'who ufedfthefe coneealnocnts weuldj no^doub^ 
have It in their j^ower^toblodcup the entrance with « large SboaCp 
ib as to have the appearancebf^itsnaturdfy^lyiilg there; an4 
the 'banks in whiih they aitr^igr^ no other evidence of their 
cbtitdits. They would theicfoic/anfiiter well for the'pMrpo&s of 
firatagem and retreat. 

On a- liearer 'a^i^acfa, tlie -s^pearainQe of Kildmmy be- Kildeumt 
eotnes ftiU mdre'lbildng and m^fljc. The ftyle of the whole Ca4tib. 
buildttrg is trcrly great, equally expreflive of magnificence and 
a te^d to Iccuriiy. Its ftimgth &enos fiiperior to what could 
have been thought ttecCdbry befofe the iife of cannon $ and its 

» 

* De Mor. Gernu c« ii» 
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grandeur correfponds with the idea of its having been intended 
for a royal palace. 

Placed on an eniinence prqje&ing into a deep glen^ the 
buildings occupy the level top of the rifing ground^ and^ arrang-- 
ed in form of a pentagon^ are defended at the angles by veiy 
firong and lofty towers : one of thefe, called the Sncxv Tower, 
is ftill near fifty yards in height. The court within is fpacious^ 
and is about the fize of an acre. A peculiar kind of column^ 
and vaft length of windows» indicate where the place of wor- 
fhip has been; but the enrichments^ and even the form of 
itj are moftly loft^ and make^ with the reft of the pile^ one com* 
mon ruin. 

All the vaults in one of the towers^ are left open in the 
middle ; through hefe paflfed a mafly chain, fufpended at the 
top, and reaching down to the ground, for the more commodi* 
oufly raifing water for the ufe of the upper apartments. Some 
old meoj who remember when the chain was taken away, fay, that 
there was a deep well underneath. 

An underground paflage, from within the fort, down to the 
rivulet which runs in the bottom of the glen^ is ftill ob* 
fcrvable. 

On looking into it, where the bank is broken up, it had 

much the appearance of thofe receflcs in the heath, which I 

mentioned my having entered ; but this feemed now altogether 

inacccffible. It is faid to have been of height fufficient to air 

low both men and horfes to go down to the ftream : fuch a 

communication with the water muft have been of much confe- 

quence during a fiege. 

Many 
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Many inftances occur, which fhow the former importance of 
KiUruny caftlc, to be juftly remarkable in the annals of Scot- 
land. 

Owing to its peculiar ftrength and fituation, it often became 
a fortunate afylum to many noble families, who othefwifc, too 
often ihared with their lords the horrors of civil war. 

When the forces of king Rohert were routed at Methven^ by 
the earl of Pembrokey and the king retreated north with the re- 
mainder of his army, the ladies, his relations, crowded to his, 
ftandard for proteftion frem the enemy ; and for the fake of that 
advantage, offered to partake of his fatigues and dangers, and 
to follow his fortunes however fevcre. But he enjoined them 
rather to confult their eafe and fafety, by retiring to his caftle 
of Kildrumy, which he continued to efteem impregnable, and 
a place of thorough fecurity. In 1306, when a fiege was ex- 
pe£ted, his wife and daughter efcaped through the fubter* 
raneous pafTage, and fled to the fanfhiary of St. Dutbac at 
Raines but the earl of Rofsy regandlefi of the fandity of 
the place, feized and delivered them up to the Englijb ♦• It 
was foon after befieged by the earis of Lancafter and Hert^ 
fori. One O/tor;! treacheroufly burnt the magazines; which 
deprived the garriibn of provifions, and obliged it to furrender 
at difcretion f. 

Wh£n Edward III. wifhed to have the kingdom of S&^tland 
annexed to his crown, and for that purpofc invaded it, the ad- 
herents of Robert Bruce defended this fortrefs ag^inft the enemy, 

* Atnals otScHh H. 9. t The Tame, 13. 

D during 



It SIEGE OF KILDRUMT CA8TL&. 



during their m<^ fuccdsfid iarwis, and frcHn thence ccmfider^ 
abl]r harrafled them. 

In 1333, KiUrumy was one of the few caftles which were pofTtObd 
b]r th<i friends of Scotland. It was then held by the veocnble 
Cbrifiiana Sruce, fifter of R^teri h and mother d the late owner 
Donald Mam, earl of Marrt, flain the year before at the batde 
of DttppUn * : itor could the Ef^l^ ftom that time wreft it out 
ef the hands of the ScoU^/h loyalifts. 

The earl of JlM courted the farour of Edmard ; and defirous 

of doing him fome diftinguiihed fervice, in promoting the de%fi 

of conquering Scotland, thought no enterprize better adapted to^ 

exprefs his zcal^ than that of &iiing 00 tlic caftle of KiUmm^m 

S1B6B m i33$» He invefted it in Novemker 133$, with three thoufand men 1 

but on the BppewtMCt of a fnudl army of thufe who makuained 
the i^irit of independence^ AiM raifed the fiege, that he might 
difpcirie them : on. this the garrifon £illied out on his rear^ and 
he was <^iit off^ with moft of hb foUowcrs. From his deieat md 
death in the field of MsM^m^ the Ipirit of liberty reanimtfied 
Scotland. And Edmard lecretly fighied for an honourable op« 
portonitj of making peace wii^ a nation^ whtck he foiui4 ne^ 
tfier his power nor his policy coidd ftibdue. 

It coetmued alter ^\% the feat el* die fiimily of Mam. la 
1360^ on a quarrel between David IL and Thomas the then earJ^ 
k Wat befie^td aed f aktn by the king» ^o pdactd a garrifon in 
if V and 3lb^^ obtained kave to i}utt the kingdontf bnt isu^ 
N^umd the r^yal iavor f. 

f Anasls of Scuk IL i68. f Tka ftse, 149^ 
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The rccoUcftion of that Tad variety of fate which its poffcf- 
ibrs had often experiencedj made the furvey of that grand and 
noble ruin much more (blemn and interefting* 

Thi^ place fell by marriage * to the noble family of the 
ErJkineSi afterwards created earls of Marre. It continued to be 
their principal habitation till the beginning of the prefent cen* 
tury. A lady in the neighbourhood remembers them, and has 
been at their table in the caftle. But that earldom being for- 
feited In the year fifteen^ Kildrumy was deferted ; and from that 
time went to ruin. 

The earl of Fife has been at much pains to preferve a cham- 
ber in the Snow Towerj where his agents might tran&ft bufinefi 
with his tenants in thefe parts. But the irrefiftible hand of time, 
and the ftill increafing weig|ht of incumbent ruins^ render every 
effort abortive, to preferve any part of it entire. 

Pehhaps the inclofed drawing will more fully exprefs the pre* 
fent ftate, and general flyle of the building, than any fiirther 
defcription of it which I could offer. 

* Cm^KNF^ KccufC, ass, S^*« 
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LETTER IV. 

Mar-Lodge, May sj. 

VERY dcfirous of viewing " the exceedingly romantic 
'^ rocks of Brae-mar *," which you fo much admired and 
had celebrated, I advanced among the mountains. The way into 
the country beyond Kildrunry lies through a narrow defile. The 
road, winding amidft the rugged precipices of dark and forlorn 
hills, feems gloomy and forbidding ; but after a few miles, the 
profped opens into a large extent of well-cultivated fields, 
Ipreading round the kirk-town and caftle of Towic, and from 
thence there is a . delightful ride along the banks of the Don. 
The road following the windings of the river, continues good 
for twelve or fifteen miles i and at every turn prefents frefli views 
of arable lands belonging to fears, feen amidft wood in the 
openings of the glens : and old caftles appearing on the higher 
grounds, frequently gave dignity to the landfcape. 

On quitting the river, the road becomes broken and craggy, 
and leads up among hills, the mod wild and defolate imagin- 
able : fome of them Angularly pidturefque, compofed of rocks 
of various forms, almoft completely bare ; others diftinguiih- 
able in nothing but their bleak brows, and melancholy fhades i 
which overfliadow the few (pots of verdure to be found in the 
vales. Saw on one eminence a mafly tomb, railed by the pride 
of a chieftain, who would not fleep with the vulgar ; nor let it 

• Toor 1769, 123. 
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be in the power of his vaflals to put a foot on the earth that 
covered him. 

On afcending a high and fteep hill, and gaining its fummit, 
beheld one of thofe aftonifhing jllpine fcenes^ whofe greatnefs 
fo wonderfully fills the mind. The profpeft immediately below 
was a wide-extended, deep, and dreary valley, a defert moor, 
(jpread with dark brown heathy where verdure feemed to be de« 
nicd ; and beyond, a range of mountains the moft magnificent 
imaginable : thefe enormous piles feemed crowded to the Iky : 
the clouds that broke upon their tops, and floated down the 
intermediate fpaces, gavp ftriking evidence of their immenfe 
magnitude and various diftance : their ihades mingling with the 
fhadows of the clouds that hovered round them, made the vaftr 
clifi^s towering above, look over the lower regions of the air in 
the mofl: auguft and gigantic forms. Thefe conftitute part of 

4 

the hilly region of Brae-mar. 

After defibending by a rough path of fome miles into the 
bottom of the valley, it was with much pleafure I found the way 
lead to the banks of the Bee. The pleafing fcenes of that fweec 
traft have been long celebrated in rural fong. They are indeed 
extravagantly wild and charming. Here a luxuriant field of 
paying green, the hufbandman's hope and joy : there the moun- 
tain's hoary brow overhanging the dale,' ihagged with parched 
timber, the remains of conflagrations in the foreft. On one 
hand, a hamlet amidfl: bloflbming trees; the chearful cot- 
tagers attending their flocks and herds : on the other, j^wer- 
ing cliflTs, whofe projefting rocks and lofty pines vie which 
ihall claim moft admiration^ The river now feen in an openings 

gently 
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fently cUdias ky nmi ef wUlawi. foftem tlie icwe, tod i«* 
fle&s the majeftic landfcape : next minute preients itSd£ oa itn* 
peCiWM torreni;, dsfliiag ia noUe osd ioam dovn ia pfecifMCous 
vtd rocky ciianiieL 

Tws< 110U4 and cheMTul pro(peA«, m alttmate <««vyfl[ii>n, 
yield «quiil enotrtainiBenc all the wa^ t^^Mtr-fan^, The con- 
traft ia beaitifidly ftriking md eompiefie» where ** the munode 
*' rugged, and broken oUffh adorned with birch and pine;, front, 
<< the fidda and gaedesc about Jm^trtmU *." 

A UTTLR WQT above the caftle <^ Brse-^aot^ there a a Iquace 
tower upoB the tap of a i»ck j the rock on thiee (idea ia wsfli. 
ed hj the cafcadoa a( a riv^ilet, which faUa into the Du. Tlia 
building is greatlf dbmaltaied 1 but is £ud to have been a for- 
treis and huntiag-leat, $t, timea the cefidenoe of the kiagi of 
Scotland. 

Over die rivulet there is a good floae hridge €f oae arefa, 
h«vii^ a machioe placed on the fide, jfbr fareakii^ the ice in 
winter, that the people may 4ie the more readily, fap^&td with 

water. 

A M# miles from thettce to the right, there is a loag, i«- 
Wiantic, winding valley, called Glen-qtuieb, baunded 1^ floping 
mountains, whofe declivities were formerly covered with wood j 
but in 1695, a few-mill was bulk at the month of the gleni and 
the timber yearly after, was cut down and fold, to a great amount: 
one only now obfcrves, amid the higheft cliffs, thofe detached 
trees the workmen could not reach. 

• Tour 1769, I a;, 
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Thb reft of the glen^ has much the appearance of iftcomgible 
fterilicy : yet on more attentive obferratioit, thoxifand^ of young 
pined are feen forcing their way through the chinks of the 
rocks^ and rifing anrid layers ef loofe ftoncs and gfarel^ where 
one wordd be apt to imagine^ vegetation would be denied. The 
ftream that runs through the glen has waflied the (oil from aniong 
die Ihelvy rocks which cot^tute its channel and {bmettmes found 
a paflage under them : here and there the fiielves> either originally 
by nature or by the whirl of the current, arc perforated through^ 
. aiid down beneath thefe circular openings, the limpid ftream 
fiiews a pebbly boitonn« 

Now and then the oppofite hills become precipitous, and ap- 
proach each other yftry near. The rivulet, in deep cafoades, falls 
down between the oveH^an^ng rocks ; and the crags, iha^ed with 
fefcxfbes, and renttMt tnth the remains of decayed trees, exhibit 
Ibme exceHenf fpedmen^ of romantic hndfcape, and great va^ 
lietf of imcommon pro^efts. 

' Fouik or five miles above Brae-mar caftle, a gothic tower,. 
4tk tlff^ top^ of a piftureique rock,, called Cr^an, points out the 
Mcefii imo Dak-more^ through ranges of /tateiy trees, which 
ftart the bonks of the Bee. From the ac^accnt hill, which 
commands the fell profpcft of that rich valley, the view is 
teceedingly fomptoous and ddigfacfoL A large and ipa- 
ciou* jrfain, finely divided by die windings of the river 5 en- 
f icbed with visttiety of wood i forrounded with enormous 
mountains, the foftieft pines waving among their craggy cliffs— 
ffefents the moftr fingular comfeiDacion of every rural beauty, 
mthi the moft m^mficent fcenery that nature can exhibit. 



74 MAR-LODGE. 

Thb rircr, flowing on in an cafy fcrpcntine courfc, here and 
there reflcfting the pure azure of the flcy, enlivens the deep ihade 
of the over-hanging wood^ which finely marks its progrefs 
through the plain. The water fprcading near the gothic tower, 
forms fevcrai little iflands tufted with trc^s, which give a frclh 
variety to the fccne. The inclofurcs of the dale, marked by va- 
rious rows of trees ; and ornamental clumps of planting, rifing 
near the houfe and gardens ; give the whole valley a charming 
and very fplendid appearance. On rugged parts of the hills, a 
tower, a high obelifk, an hermitage, a pyramidal feat, diflin- 
guifh feveral eminences, and flicw works of tafte, mingling with 
the wilder beauties of uncultivated nature. Diftant farms, pret« 
tily divided by hedges, embellifh the Ikirts of the mountains, 
and form a charming contrail with the dark pines above : the 
brown heath of the fummits, the purple bloom of the flower, and 
grey rocks appearing through ; give another pi£hirefque cflTeft to 
the landfcape, and fet off the fainter tints of the blue mifty moun- 
tains which terminate the fcene. In fuch a beautiful field, and in 

"^ fudi a magnificent inclofure, is fituated Mar-lodge^ a hunting- feat 
of the earl of Fife. It is in the heart of Mdr-fcreft i an extent 

■^ of country of about fifteen miles fquare, referved entirely for deer 
and game, of which it yields the greateft plenty and variety. 
The deer being never difturbed near the feat, come about it in 
great numbers, without fhewing any marks of fear : advancing 
from the thickets, they often crofs the green, and ftop to feed, on 
the way to their native mountains. The young fawns bounding 
from the copfe, and accompanied by the hinds, deliberately walk 
along in view* They are often obferved on the adjacent heists, 

reding 
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TtRing In the heat of the day : and in the evenings march along 
the fides of the dale in companies of twenty or thirty together; 
the flags with their branchy horns^ and fine fiiapes^ are beautiful 
and entertaining figures in the landfcape. 

The deer that are uied at table^ are killed in diftant parts of 
th^ foreft^ many miles from Mar-lodge. Thefe hills abound with 
partridge^ black cock, ptarmigans, and dottrels' s and are a 
rich field of amufement for the fportfman j though the rugged- 
nefs of the grounds makes the recreation to be accompanied with 
no fmall fatigue. 

This foreft, as you oblerve, was the fcene of the vaft huntings 
of the noble owners the earls of Mar. To the droll quotation 
which you make from the ^ater poet ♦, I beg to add, that they 
pafied the whole month of Aupifty and part of that of September ^ 
in the chace, and every one was drefled in an uniform livery. 

The tin of Dee, is an objedt which generally claims the firft ^— ' 
attention of thofe who vifit Mar-foreft. On the way to it, 
through fhadowy walks, along the fide of the river, a faw-miU 
breaks into the uniformity of the grove, fccn in the opening of 
a pleafant lawn i the workmen bufy among piles of wood i the 
river fpreading beneath, and broken in its fall over fiielvy rocks, 
which often detain the timber floated down to the mill : thefe 
obje&s are an agreeable variety to the general profpeA of the 
foreft, and give a more chearful entrance into the daiii thicket 
beyond. 

About three miles above Mar-lodgey from a rocky glade, one 

* J9bn Taj^hr. See Tour m ScotL 1769. iz^^ 
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hears the found of the lin. It is a noble fall of the river : but 
the precipices which there confine the Dee, approach fo near each 
other, that the cataraft is fcarcely obfervabkj until within reach 
of the fpray, which the fall occaQons : but under the ihade, and at 
the foot of a lofty pine, where a ruflic feat is placed for contem^ 
plation J the profpeft— of aged trees which hang drooping over 
the torrent tumbling into the depth below ; the loud and con- 
tinual murmur of the water, ecchoing in the hollow of the worn 
rocks i the rugged cliffs above, cloathed with gloomy groves of 
pine i all command a ferious attention, and render the fcene in- 
terefting and folemn. Vaft logs of wood, feen amidft the foam 
of the cafcade, are drove with violence s^ainft the rocks, and^ 
precipitated from fuch a height, found in their fall like peals 
of diftant thunder i and make the folitude infpire additional 
awe. 

« 

A MILE or two farther up Glen Dee, a lingular craggy hill ar^ 
w^ tra£ts one's notice ; it is called Craig-Pbatric, and is compoied 
of broken rocks, which feem to be huge (tones piled on one 
another, rather than any folid mafs. Between two high and 
pointed cliffs, into which the front of the mount is divided^ 
there appears beyond, as if within its fummit, a profpeft of pre« 
cipices with vaft trees raifed from amid the naked rocks ; from 
among thefe a rivulet comes down^ and rulhing through the chafm^ 
forms a white torrent playing from rock to rock ail the way to 
the bottom of the hill. The rugged and deep-worn channel^ 
grown dark with the (lime of ages, is lighted by the dafhing of 
the water, and the whitenefs of the (pray. At the foot of the 
fall, which plays down the fteep for fifty or fixty yards, there 

is 
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is a rural bridge, compofed of broken trees and fodsi which 
leads the way to fome cottages that are ihdtcred by the rock. 
The peafants that inhabit them cultivate a meadowy plain, 
which ftretches thence to the Da: thefe dwellings, from their 
very artlefs form, and wicker enclofures, fcarcely feem to dimi* 
nifii the wildnefs, but add to the beauty of the landlcape. 

Farther into the foreft, and near the fource of the Dee^ are 
many noble glens : deep romantic folitudes, encompafled with 
horrid precipices, and where rocky paths lead on the verge of 
impaflable fwamps. In one, a hideous cavern, aweful as ever 
hermit retired to, yawns over the end of a dreary lake. It 
chills one's blood to enter it. Leaving Ud heg^ an opener but 
rocky dale on the left, fee a charming valley of meadow-ground, 
with much fine natural grafs. The ruins of feveral ftone build- 
ings fhew that it had been once' inhabited : but it is now, as the 
other paftures of the foreft, left to fatten the deer. On the fides 
of the hills bordering on the valley, are many thoufand ftumpa 
of trees, the remains of woods which have been floated down 
Lui water to the Dte. 

From thence, by a narrow path, winding among trees, there 
is an entrance into a dale called Berry^ Angularly wild and pic- 
turefque. In the mouth of it rifes a mount, exafUy according 
to the model of Tomman* batricb, only the form a little more, 
varied, by the irregular fize of the timber which covers it. 
*Within the mount the inclofure of the dale is compleat. Ridges 
of rocky mountains run along its fides, and thefe, connefted at 
the further end, form a magnificent boundary to fome miles of 
pretty level giound« The floping fides of the dale, have a pe- 

E a culiar 



«y 



a8 FALLENTREES. 

culiar wildnefs in their ai^>earancei owing to the forell: in thefe 
parts having in a former age been iet on fire : many of the itate- 
lieft trees ftill retaining their bare^ whitej parched branchesj, 
twilled in an innumerable variety of the ftrangeft forms^^ and 
contrafted with the heath, are ftriking objeds in that piece of 
defolate fcenery. Numbers of fmall torrents rufhing down the 
rocks, fome of them precipitated over the cliffs from a vaft 
height;, are united at the bottom of the dale in one common 
ftream, and forming a confiderable body of water, run in ferpen- 
tine windings, under the (hade of thofe trees which the confla- 
gration had ipared. This ramble has yielded a number of (ketches^ 
which Will require leifure to fill up ; and drawings of them 
ihall be at your command. In the mean time, you will receive 
along with this, a view of Mar-lodge^ and the adjacent grounds> 
with a prolpe6t <^ the neighbouring mountain \ 

When travelling through the foreft, one can fcarce help being 
flruck with the amazing lize, and venerable appearance of the 
more antient trees. Some of them (landing in a kind of foli- 
tary majefly, on the higher grounds, at a diftance from the 
woods : others, which through age and infirmity, have yielded 
to the winter ftorm and the ravages of time, are laid along the 
ground a length of feventy feet, and have torn up with their 
enormous roots, fuch {ules of earth, as look at a diftance like 
ryins, and give the foreft a moft auguft and forlorn appearance. 
Much fine timber is perifliing there : fome thirteen feet in grrth : 
fallen among rocks and broken grounds, where no carriage can 

• PublUbcd ia the F/Wne/i V Mufium. tu 7^ • 
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be drawHs no art can bring them to the river, but at an expence 
far exceeding their valae : they therefore are lefr to unnoticed 
decay. Others, which have ftill withftood the ftorms, have began 
to moulder in the trunks, and are opened. The forefters, by 
fire and other artifices, have enlarged the excavations, and formed 
fuch cavities in diem, as to yield a fhelter from the winds and 
rains, and are ufed as temporary cots. The trees do not feem at 
all injured by being hollowed, but fpread their branches frefh 
above, as if no fuch excavation had been made. 

I LONG adimred one very noble pine with various tops ; it ex- 
hibited an uncommon appearance. The branches of prodigious 
fize, and moft irregularly wreathed, feemed to bend under their 
weight of timber : one of them had reached the ground, taken 
root, and for many years drew nourilhment from the new flock, 
which alio reared an additional tree : but either through the en* 
creafing ftrength and elafticity of the parent branch, or loofened 
by fome violent agitation of the great fkem of the tree, the 
large new roots have been torn from the foil, and now hang 
fufpended a great way from the ground, with other branches 
darting from them. 

Part of the woods in Gkn lui, being fallen into decay, ranges 
of vaft trunks of the trees, having long lain along the ground, 
are immured in mofs : their perifhed leaves and diflCblving 
branches, ftrewed round, conftitute the prefent foil, and aiding to 
corrupt and foften the timber, are in a great meafure turned into 
one general mafs of vegetable earth. In fome places, where wa* 
tcr has flagnated among the fallen trees, the morafs is complete 
and inacceflfible i :in others, the trunks are So compact and firm 
I as 
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«s to yield a fafe and dry path, only now and then the fpeciou» 
heath gives way between the logs. Of ibme trees one end may 
be dug into peats^ the other fawed off and ufed as good 
timber. 

Some very agedf hollow, perforated tiynks i which have not 
been torn up from the rootSj but whofe ftems and branches ace 
buried round them i ftiU projeAing from the foil, and gradually 
decaying in all the original wildneis of natufc, have fomething 
extremely venerable and pifhirefque about them. The dark 
brown furze and grey heathj iprinkled with leaves of bright gceen i 
and decked with the varioufly-coloured and fliewy berries of the 
fmaU fhrubs, which already find their foil on the withering timber^ 
make a contrail:, like the hoary greatnefs of declining years, with 
the fprightly fallies of afpiring youth, not to be palled by unad^ 
mired : with thefe decaying nature is fpringing forth in other 
forms ; every trunk is enriched with bloflbms not its own. 

Many of the rocks are . covered with a fubftance, which is 
picked oflF for an ingredient in a crimfon or purple dye. 

Much amufed with the fcenery of the forcil, I muft have 
tired your patience by attempting the defcription s but tnifi:, that 
the wild features of nature have made fuch lafting impreffions 
on my mind^ as Ihall enable me to expreis them more fully by my 
peaciL 



LETTER 



ENTRENCHMENTS. 31 



LETTER V. 

Bans, May 25th. 

IW A S up this morning at the top of a neighbouring hill, 
where are the veftiges of fome ftrong entrenchments^ that had 
been occupied by the Cummins in the fourteenth century^ when 
they had much of their fortunes and honours at ftake. King 
Rohert. Bruce had been defeated^ and driven to the hills for refuge : 
he remained there a confiderable time recruiting his forces^ and 
was ag^in come down to overthrow his opponents, and recover 
the fovereignty of Scotland. The Cummins^ determined to make 
a ftandi chofe this hill as a place of great ftrength, and occupied 
the entrenchments with confiderable force. The king encamped 
hard by, in a field ftill called Bruce's park i it is covered with wood, 
and in a thicket are ftill to be feen a circular trench and ram^ 
part ; the fratorium where the royal tent was pitched. The day 
of battle proved decifive in favour of Robert^ and began that 
courfe of viftories, whereby he fecured a hereditary title to the 
crown of Scotland *• 

In coming down through thefe hilly regions, ftopped the firft 
night at Pananacb-lodge ; an extenfive building, oppofite to the 
ftrange rocks and pafs of Bollitir. There, a mineral well and 
baths, whofe virtues have been often experienced, are become 
much frequented by the infirm. The lodge^ containing a number 

* Aher€remiy% Mart. Atch. Life of Rthirt Brun. 
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of bedchambers, and a fpacious public room, is fitted up for 
the accommodation of thofe who come to take the benefit of the 
waters. Goat-whey is alio there obtained in the greateft perfcc- 

• 

tion. 
^ Next day came down to the cattle of Dunadeer : from its emi- 
nent fituation on the top of a high circular hill, it is obfervable 
at a great diftancc. 

Lessly, bittiop of RofSy whofe hittory of Scotland was printed 
at i^0/»f in the fifteenth century, fays that this hill was called 
Dun d^orey the Golden Mountain, on account of its abounding 
with gold ; that it was owing to this, that the teeth of the fheep 
which feed upon it, look as if overlaid with gold ; and a large 
circle of ftones on the hill, give a brazen found*. And the 
common people hare ftill a tradition current among them, that 
perfons (killed in magic, by performing certain ceremonies at 
fun-rife, will fee the (hrubs aflume the appearance of gold, on 
thofe parts of the hill that mott abound with it. From whence 
thefe fables derived their origin mutt be uncertain : but as to the 
laft, one could eafily conceive, how the whole fummit of the 
mount would have a golden hue, when receiving the warm glow 
of the morning, before the fun-beams reached the plain. 

The ruins of the cattle are not great, confiderable only on 
account of their antiquity ; the fortrcfs had confifted of a double 
court of buildings : fome acres of ground round it are inclofed 

* Lrfilau Hift. Seotia^ 29* The biihop obfenres, that tradition faid, the 
great circle of ftones had coxnpofed the temple of an idol :-— it may be fuper* 
fluous to remark, that more probably the ftones were druidical, and the fable of 
the found they gave^ calculated to infpirc votaries with greater awe. 

by 
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by a very maf!^ rampart, and ^idc tvench without: ft i^ ^flcrtcd 
that it was a palace of Gregory the Great, and it is near nine 
hundred years fince he died. The quiet and fecurity to Be en-- 
joyed, on the Co ffrongly fortified top of this Hrqucffered moun- 
tain, were inducements which prevailed with Gr^^^;^ to maJce 
choice of Dunadeer for his place of refidence, towards the end of^ 
his days : and it is accordingly recorded, that he flnifhed his 
virgin life at his caftle there* : and was carried thence in pomp to' Ci», Ann. Spt. 
Jona, to fleep on holy ground with the other moliarchs who 
chofc that facrcd ifland for theif tomb. 

Were thefemore antrent cafiles well autHcnticafecIf,' they wtful^j 
in fome refpeflfs, come in the place of medals, and give addi- 
tional validity to our hiftorics. 6ut T greatly fufpeit that the 
prefent ruins arc only the re1iq)3es of a foi-trcfs long poft'erior to 
any wHich Gregcry mi^t h^ve erefiied'. It is pofllble that he 
might have founded htre' a retreat for his lattef days. Whbfoe- 
ver will give ihemfelves the trouble of comj^aring , the ftyle of 
architeAure of this caftle, with that of the abbey of Deef'(vf\iic\i 
is well known to have been founded^aitoOtthe yea^ i'li8) will be 
f&tisfied that the architeAs of each were co-seval. 

The country on the way from Dunadeer^ prcfented variety of 
well -cultivated lands; but the intermediate hills very rugged 
and rocky. On feveral of the higher grounds, faw large (tones 
fct on end j on one or two were fome rude fculptures. The 
Maiden ftone, on the hill of Benacbie^ mentioned by Mr. Gordon^ 
is elaborately carved; the ornaments elegantly raifed; but . 

* Btu lib.x. p. 215. 
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though I examined the hieroglyphical figures on it with the ut^ 
moft attention^ can make nothing more of them than what is re- 
prefented in the " Itinerarium Septentrionale *. 

REMAINS of druidical circles, alfo, frequently attraft one's at- 
tention on thele hills, though the uniformity of their appearance, 
yields but fmall recompence for encountering the rough wap 
that lead to theiiu I will only add one remark, to the many you 
have made on the fubje£t of thefe antient places of worfhip f i 
that the church of Benacbie is included in one of them, which is 
not unfrequent in Scotland. This feems the elFedk of choice>. 
not chance, and defigned by the founders to tempt the Pagan 
inhabitants to attend on the dodrinc of revelation^ by building 
the churches on the fpots, on which they were wont to celebrate 
their aqtient rites. The druidical temples were called in the 
Erfe Clacban ; whence to go to clacban is, among the highlanders,. 
a common phrafe for going to cburcb^ to this day %. 

^ Btit. lib. xx. p. i6s. tab. hJX. 
t Tour in SftL Part I. 43, aos, 41 a.^ 
} Tour ia Sml. 17691 ti;^. 
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LETTER VI. 

Peterhead^ MayiStk. 

FmOM Old-mldrtmy a pretty extenfive village, fituated on the 
poll road from Aberdeen northwards, and where the country 
opens more into a plain, a ride of twenty miles to the coaft, 
there is little charafteriftic in the face of the country. A mixture 
of hilli, not lofty, brown, with original mofs, makes the verdure 
of the intervening vallies and cultivated ground appear to the 
greater advantage. In many places, however, near to old caftles 
and gentlemen's feats, the fcenery is both romantic and pleafant ; 
the banks of the rivers, enriched with wood, precipitous and 
rocky. 

I OPENED the profpeft of, the fea near to Shins Caftle. Next 
morning rofe with a mildnefs of afpeft peculiarly inviting; and 
I embraced fo favorable an opjportunity of looking at thefe bold 
end magiiificent fhores from the fea. I rejoiced in the tran- 
quillity of the ocean, that allowed me to take fbnie (ketches of 
thefe fo grand and fingular rocks. There cannot be a finer en- 
tertainment, than to fail among them in a calm day. I admired 
the lofty Duniy^ Many other huge rocks rife from a vaft depth 
of water, and often form labyrinths ; in fteering through which 
the profpeft is ever beautifully varying. 

The view from the fea, of the Butters of Bucban, is peculiarly 
ilriking ; on approaching it, one is prefented with two hideous 
cliffs i in failing between which we fell under the fliade of an 

¥ 2 immenfe 
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immenfe and awful precipice, and entered the mouth of the 
cave. The vault in general, where moft confined, is thirty or 
forty feet highr; yet is fo long, that the light confiderably dc- 
creafes, and the fHllnefs of the waves, added to the evenings 
nke ihade, gave much folemnity to the fubterraneous paflage ; 
but withip, the amphitheatre of rock is moft fumptuous and 
fplendid, not to be beheld without admiration. One fees an 
open view of. the cloqds and heavens, above, furrounded with a 
fpacious fwecp of fome hundreds of yards of inacceffible and 
often overhanging c}ifFs» On one hand is a deep and difmal ca« 
vern, in which the fea runs a great way : on the other, a beach 
qf flat ftones, under a lofty arch of the proje£ting rock, where 
it is ufual for parties who come to view this fingular retirement 
to land and regale. 

For miles along the coaft, the fcenery of rocks continues 
moft extravagantly wild, and ftrange beyond defcription. We 
frequently failed through and through the cliffs, underneath 
vaulted pyramids of ftupendous height. There is enclofed a view 
o.f one of th^ moft majeftic arches. 
«* On a lofty promontory, betwixt two immenfe chafms in the pre^ 

cipice, are the remains of an old building, called J^ddom Caftle. 
Some pieces, of cannon lying funk in the bank without, indi* 
cate its having been a fortrefs : its laft poflfeflbrs were of the 
name of Keitb^ fome diftant branch of the Marecbal family. 

From thence, a mile out to fea, there is a very large rock, called 
Crag'fordand^ which rifing gradually to the top, may be climb* 
cd up without difficulty. It has neither foil nor verdure on it; 
but feveral flats of confiderable extent, the refort of various fea- 

fowli 
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fowl 5 and from its top an ample profpeft <jf the clMFs along 
the coaft to Slains Caftle ; and of the town and harbour of Pe- 
terhead to the north. 

Here the coaft flattens, and forms^ a fpacious bay, in which *^ 
vetkU of any burddi nwy ride fecurc, except from thfe eaftbrly 
ftprms % and as this head-liand is a very general rendezvous for 
ihipping^ eitercions are making to extend a great pier into futh 
a depth of water, as to yield a fafe rl^treat for veffds, and covet* 
them from the heavy feas, which tht fbuth-e^ft winds throw in. 
Safe and commodious harbours are of mueh cortfequence on the 
eaft coaft of Scotland, where there are few. This one is capable 
of vaft in^oTf ment ; it has fingiular advantages frbm n^ture^ 
which put it in the power of art to make it a port of very ge- 
neral utility to the nation* Being the eaftmoft point in Scotland, 
Ihips from Uudfotfs Baf, Greenland, Nonvay, and the Baltic, here 
make the land, and when meeting with contrary winds, anchor 
in the road ; fofnetimes a dozen or twenty fail in a day. To 
make the protedbion, which the trade experience htrt, mbrt com- 
plete, part of a very extenfive plan is at prefertt executing. A 
large channel, rovered from th6 eaft by two idands and a Chain 
of rod^ is to be deepened, and guarded by piers, fo that vellels 
may get out, either to the fouth or north, from within the pro- 
moAlofy. The pfdfent port will be twenty feet deep at high 
water $ fo that it may even admit a floop of war* But the 
ifunds of this very public-fpirited undertaking, are by my nneans 
equal to the zeal of the managers j unlefs they obtain great! al- 
fiftance from the public^ perhaps, without the aid of government, 
the defign can never be rendered complete j they have nearly 
^ exhaufted 
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\cxhauftcd all their rcfourccs, in the few thouland pounds which 
it has already coll: ^. 

In its prefent ftate, the harbour will contain forty or fifty 
iail ; and yields fafety in twelve feet water. 

The great advantage propofed^ -by deepening the port, is, that 
veflels would float at half-tide, and get through the channel 
northwards. The number of fhips continually paifing and re- 
palEng, are an amufing fpe£tacle. The offing here was found a 
rich field of captures for the French privateers laft war ; and 
commodore Beys was ftationed awhile with his fquadron to dif^ 
perfe themu 

There are ten or twelve veflels, from fifty to two hundred 

tons burden, belonging to the port, which trade to the Baltic j 

^N, Ncrwayy Holland^ England^ &c. About ten thoufand bolls of 

vifhial, corn, malt, and meal, are ibmetimes exported hence in a 
feafon. Manufadhires are encreafing; fome threads, which have a 
great charafter at the London market, are made here i an ex- 
.tenfive woollen manufa&ure is eftablifhed of late, and is thought 
in a flourilhingway. 

Thbv are here fupplied with the greateft variety of fifties. 
The cod and ling fifliing, in particular, employs a number 

* ** Since the above was written, tke gentlemen of the place have drawn out a 
nenorial^ and, with the conconence of the neighboiuing members of parlia* 
inent^'had it -laid before Lord North % and obtained an order from the trea- 
ibry lor live hondted ponnds a year from the annexed eftates, to be continued 
fevea years* This wiU confiderably forward the work : And^ as it would appear^ 
that the government has it alfo in Tiew to baild a fort there, the whole defign 
onay be ere long cooiplettd." 
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jof hands. ' Befide what are daily ufed in the town and country, 
large quaiitities are dried on the rocks ; and fent to a great dif- 
tance : they are deemed excellent in that ftate. About five hun- 
dred barrels are fent annually to London pickled ; and yield from 
thirty to forty ihillings the barrel. 

A COMPANY have lately fitted out fome veflcls for the cod and 
ling fifhery on the banks off* Barra beady among the weftern ifles. 
This promifes to be a fuccefsful undertaking. 

The cargoes of two veflels fent laft feafon> yielded a thoufand* 
pounds. A falmon^fifhery upon the Ugiiy a fmall river, which 
falls into a fandy bay north of the promontory, in the more fa^ 
vourable feafbns wilLproduce five hundred barrels. . 

About fifty tons of kelp, near two thoufand pounds vsilue, ^ 
are annually fent from hence to Newcaftle ; the procefs of mak-* 
ing it, I dare fay, you are no ftranger to. The rocks, which ^ 
are dry at low water, are the beds, of great quantities of fea- 
weed ; which is cut, carried to the beach, and dried : a hollow is > 
dug in the ground three or four feet wide ; round its margin are 
laid a row of ftones, on which the fea-weed is placed, .and fet on 
fire within, and quantities of this fuel being continually heaped 
upon the circle, there is in the center a perpetual flame ; from 
which a liquid, like melted metal, drops into the hollow beneath : ^ 
when it is full, as it commonly is ere the clofe of day, all he«« 
terogeneous matter being removed, the kelp is wrought with 
iron rakes, and brought to an uniform confiftence, in a ftate of 
fufion. 

Whsn cool, it confblidates into a heavy, dark'-coloured, al- - 
fubftancci which undergoes in the glafs-houfes a fecond^ 

vitrificatioD^ 
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vitrification, and afilimes a peifed tranfparency ; the pr o greft 
by which, thus, a parcel of fea-wecd, formerly the (limy bed of 
feals, or dreary, fhelter of fliell-fi(h, is converted into a crjrftal 
luftre for an affembly-room, or a fet of glafles for his majefty's 
table, is a metamorphofis that might be a fubjefk for an enter* 
taining tale. 

A MINERAL w£tL, in the fummer-months, gives great gaiety 
to the place ; its falutary virtues have been long, I believe juftly, 
celebrated. The falt-water baths adjoining are much frequented 
in nervous diforders : their effe<% in ftrengthening the conftitutiojt 
is often furprizing. Owing to the open peninfolated fitaation> 
the air of this place is efteemed peculiarly pure and health* ' 
ful ; even the fogs, rifmg from the fea, are thought to be me- 
dicinal : the town is therrfore Ynuch enlivened by the concouric 
of company who frequent it on thefe accounts. 

Without derogating any thing from the merits of the baths 
and mineral^ one may reafonably conclude, that the cuftom of 
walking fcveral hours before bre^fafl:, and meeting the morning 
breezes from the fea, along thefe cool and refrelhing fhores ; 
the probability of meeting with choice of companions, as an 
inducement to thefe early rambles; the perpetual chearfulnelk 
indulged by focicty entirely difengaged from bufinefs and* care, 
and their various inventions to chafe away languor; probably 
contribute no left to the health' of the company, than thcpecu- 
litf virtues^ of the healing fprin|[* 
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LETTER Vn. 

Abbey of Deer, May tg. 

A Few miles inland from Peterhead, ftopped at InverugU 
caftlCj the antient feat of the tarl Alarecbals 6f Scoilahi. 
It is a large and lofty pile^ fituated on a fteep bank of the river; 
two veiy high round towel's bound the front, and in thdr de^ 
caying ftate, give the daftle all air of much iuitiquity and gran-* 
deur. Vail rows bf venerable tre^is^ rnc^lofillg the adjoinmg 
garden^ add to the effeft of the decayed buildings. 

ThiSj Lord' MdrecbaPs principal refidence^ fliared the com- 
mon fate of the numerous caftles^ and went to ruin^ after he 
left the country^ in confequence of the falfe ftep taken in the 

* • 

year fifteens 

It is faid one of that family> fo deeply oCtended BMibamum, 
that he took revenge^ by omitting, as far as pofi^ble, any ac- 
count of their martial atchievements in his hiftory. 

Camus, the r general of the Danes, in memwy of %hote de- 
feat the monument at Panhride was raifed, fell by the hand of 
"txi anceftor of the earls Matecbat : and that event rendered the 
nanvs of Keiib no lefs famed and honourable, than the bravery 
of a Hay had done on a limilar Occ^iodr 

The late earl> in his exile, was gracioufly received by tht king 
ef Pfuffia, and received from hihi the government .of Neuf- 
ebateli a place that yielded him otium ckm dignitdte, which 
greatly alleviated tke weight of his misfortunes. After -concili* 
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ating the favour of the crown^ through the mediation of his royal 
patron, he came over and fpent fome time in Scotland : during 
his (lay the king of Pruffis wrote to hinu 

You will readily pardon my inclofing a copy of his letter^ as 
it fcems aobif ekpreffite of that monarch's ftyle. 

^' I cannot allow the Scotch the happinefs of pofleffing you al« 
^' together. Had I a fket, I wouid mi^k^ a defiBent on thtif 
^' CO0A3, and carry you off. The bai^ of the Elte do not 
'* admit of the& equipnaents ; I muft thereforo have recourfil to* 
your fricndflupj to bring you to hisi who efteems and loves 
you. I loved your bmther with my heart and foul : I wu 
indebted to him for great obligfitioiis : this is my right to. 
youy this my title. 

I fpend my tiiM as fermcrFy 1 onTf at night I. read yhpPr 
Georgicsy and go to my. garden in the morning, to.make my 
gardener reduce them to pradicei he iaogha both at V^gil 
*' and me> and thinks us both fools.. 

'ome to eafe> co friendflup^ and philofi>phy.|. tkeie are. 
'^ what> after the buftle of life, we mulL ^l.have rtcourfe so»^ 

The earl accordingly returned moJPrufiay, wher6. he ^od^ and: 
the line is extindt» 

When at Peterbeady he fent his firretary to^ examine tte ftate^ 
of Inverugie caftle 1 but would net go himftlf 1 probably becaufe 
it midfl have been diftreffing, . to have beheld his , once ^lendid 
place of lefideoce^ now in fo raidoosj defolate^^ oad forlorn a^ 
fitootioo. 
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ANTIENT CASTLE. ABBEY. 4J 

A MILE or tfM faither up the Ugk^ there is ^ very large old 
fattikiiiig, with a tpver^ the w«Us amazkigly thick, and for* 
tifled found. la fome early iigc it ha^ bwn a place of fiogular 
ftp^ogth : the Cbr^y of whom little aiAoiorahle but the name 
remunsy are ikid to have been ita laft pofleEora. 

The ruin, from time immemorial^ haa been called the OU* 
irug, and Sj^vms-^ca/tk j names it prdMibly has oaljr obtained in 
later periods, after it was de&rted and void of inhabteants* It 
mu^ be cfaer^fove of confiderahle antiquity \ byt I eon^ld fiod nei'- 
ther annals nor tradition coneerninf^ its founders. 

Here, on a pleafant bank of the fame river, (haded from the 
north by a wmdy hiU, tie tbp reiBfand of an abhef a die form of 
a crofsi in which it had been built, may ftill be traced among 
the ruins. Moft of the doors and windows have large round 
arches \ but the work has been altogether plain ; no veftiges of 
carving, nor even mouldings, are difcoverable on any part. 

Im the beginning of the thirteenth century. Cummin earl of 
Bucban, dedicated a confiderable extent of land for the ahbey ; and 
a body of Ciftertian monks came from Kinlofs to the poflefiion of 
it, in the year I2i8. 

The laft jiibot of the monaftery, was of the name of Kittb^ 
a brother to lord Marecbal % a man of diftinguiflied virtue and 
good fenfe : he died at Paris in the year 1551 *• 

There are difperfed through this country numbers of high 
ftones, placed on the rifing grounds i fome of them would ap« 
pear to have been originally fingle, of the monumental kindi 

* f/«ri>%y0i^t AccoBntofReligtoof Honrcf, 258. 
• . G 2 but 
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but in general^ thejr have belonged to Drtiid^tempks. 0« the 
I top of one hill^ near to the village of OUeir, there is one Drm^ 
dical .circle pretty entire ; the three ftones which had compofed 
the altar^ are of aa enormous fize. Near it are ieveral vcftiges 
j of cells, which the people call tbe^ Pi^s hwfa i and may have 
been the refidence of the Druids. 

You have frequendy obfenred.the fingle columns> which you 
know were in ufe to commemorate great events, or the fall of 
illuftrious perfons, from the eaiiieft. times,, till they were (upert 
feded by the carved pillars/ or by the ornamented, croflca ^. 
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L E T T E R Vlin 

Troop-hcadj May 31ft. 

I HA V E the pleafure of writing to you, from this vaft pro- 
montoi7> charmed ' with the proipedl of fiich an extenfive 
fweep of bold ihores> . as ftretch on .either^ hand : in many places « 
the precipices, . a hundred yards high, over-hang th& ocean ; the 
clouds hovering under their brows. Sometimes the clrffs, diP 
J5>iQted from the main, , affiime the appearance of ftately ruins^ 
and mafly towers rifing out of the deep; fomettmes form inta> 
vaft and rugged amphitheatres, and afibrd noble pieces of pic* 
tureique icenery* In one place,, the cape refts upon-a^fhapely 
circular pillar of' vaft fize^ . furrounded at^ the bafe with deep wa^ 
ter, its capital fpreading into an enormous pediment of the over- 
hanging concretions. It yields a moft magnificent fcene, to look 
down from above on the prodigious cliffs, into which the front 
of the promontory is broken; the airy. height of the immenfe 
rows o£ (helves,, where the kitty ^wakis make their nefts-; the dark . 
and hideous xravems underneath, where various fea-^lbwl have their 
unmolefted abode ; the ftrange forms of the huge rocks and pre-< 
cipices ; . confpire to *yield the higheft entertainment to all- who « 
can admire the native m^^fty of the works of creation; 

Onx large vault pafles^compleatly through a point of the pro-* 
montory. The entrance into it, is. but like a rent in the mafs of ' 
rock, and leads into a dark and narrow cavern^ rugged at firfty 
but gradually fwelli^g into^ a fine arched, roof, terminates in a 

moft 
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moft fpacious dome, open to the fea. Several other caves on 
this coaft run a far way under ground ; fomc of thenij after 
winding beneath the rock, return by different paflages to the 
Ihore. Thefe are much frequented by fwallows and rock-pigeons : 
though fome of the leaft accefllble^ are the refort of coots, Jba^s, 
and corv^rants. 

• Undbr the cliffs at hkJrofs, among the lower rocks which 
projeft into the fea, there is a good (late quarry, and one at 
Ptnniny of a very hard concrete fubftance, for mill-ftones \ the 
ps^ths to thefe> down along the face of the precipices, are the 

^ ipoit hideoua imaginable, not to be attempted but by thofe who 

*^>^ ^av^ been early accuftonfied to them. 

. Tiu cre^eks in fame places penetrate much farther into the 
snsMn thin where the &a flow« 5 and form into deep and rocky 
glens ; Ivh^re the rivulets, falling from the neighbouring hilbj. 
mut'o^yr in their deep-^veirn channels, and exhibit fomc ehamrin^ 
$(^fc^s. In the hottoai of a fmall bay> there is one Angular, 
bro4d> (lerfora^d pyramid $ through vhich at high water a boat 
m^y f^il J And in time of ebb, one may walk on the flielves be* 
ne^th the ^Ch : but I ihall not attempt to be more particular : 
t^e encl0f<(d Iketches will give you an idea of fome of thefc 
flraiige crags, 

( y^STEdPAVi on leaving the abbey of liter ^ I came along the 
fide of the hiU of iMbtu 9, not a fteep^ but loAy mountain ; ft is 
the firit ln^d msuinerv generally diicover, when coming to this 
i|oaA frcxn the BnlHc. From it is a delightfiil profpeA, fbr a 
^o^n of miles, dawn to the coaft, of a fine, champaign, rich 
•orA-covntry^ int^rfper&d with tisveral villas. On a moffy plain 
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to the noith are feveral mounts^ formed <^ loofe fton^s, called 
tiie Cams of Memfie. Three of them are rery krge j each mea- 
lliring from fixty to ferentj yards in circumfereftcet and from 
twelve to fifteen feet in height. One of chem has been lately 
cut into the center^ but they found neither urns nor ftone coffins^ 
only fome human bonesj in the ground beneath : many of th6 
ftones in the heart of the opened carn> have been burned almofl: 
to vitrification. The finaller earns are fcattered at a diftance 
irregularly over the plain ; and where inclofures are forming oA. 
the heath, yield a ready quarry to the farmers. 

Such heaps have not been pafled unnoticed by yoil» I avoid, 
repetition, as I would have this work confidered as merely fup* 
plemental to your's ; therefore refer the reader to your accounts 
of fimilar memorials*. 

On coming down to the coafir, five or fix miles from hence, faw^ 
on a high peninfiilated rock^ the remains of Dundarg-cafile^ a. 
glace of ftrength in the fourteenth century. Veftiges of a latge 
court of buildings may be traced on the cop of the rock \ but 
the only part remaining any thing entire^ is a ftrong arched gate- 
way, which had guarded the entrance inta the cafile. Near the 
neck, which joins it to the muni there is a triple ditch, and ram- 
parts of confiderable extent ; but whether thefe have been out- 
works, ftrengthening the fortrefs, or banks thrown up againfl: it> 

• Tonr in Bc9tL ijt^t 153 to 155.— Tour in ScotLiyjz, Part L fo6, zoS, 
^09.— Toor in ScPtL 177%$ Part II. io6..<— and the different kiodi, yeiy fully« iiv . 
Tonr ia^ffUStf, from . a8i to 288.. . 
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may not be e&fily determined. * Bucbaman mentions its "hsmng 
undergone a fiege in the year 1334. 

Hbnry lord Beaumont poflefled hinifelf^ by force of arms^ of 
a large extent of lands in that corner ; claimed the title of earl 
of Bucban, and garrifoned Dundarg for his chiet place of refi* 
dence ; and 'was in that countenanced by Balhl, the nooiinai 
king. 

AlexaKdAr de Mimhray^ a tnan of power> diiputed with 
BeasMont his right to thefe pofleflionsj andj patronized by Murraj 
regent of Scotland, came down with a body of forcesj and be^ 
fieged him in Dundarg. Beaumont, deipairing of rdiefj capitulated, 
and obtained leave to retire into England f. 

A FEW miles inland faw the ruins of a ftrongly-vaulted oblong 

building, called H^aUace-tower. There is little remarkable about 
k *but the name It bears. Our hiftorians agree in reprefendng 
Wallace as one of the moft diftinguifhed warriors of the nation ; 
as fuch, even this rude monument of his fame may be looked on 
with fome degree of refpeCl. It was in the end of the thirteenth 
century that WdUace was chofen Prote^or^ by the ftates of Scdl^ 
land. He refcued many of the fortreiTes from the hands of Ed-' 
marSs army, and wifhed to rekindle the fpirit of freedom and 
independence $ but notwithftanding all his efforts, his country 
ibund it eligible to feek an eafier path to fafety, by fwearing alle- 
giance to the king of England. If this tower therefore ever 
fheltered that warrior, it muft be near five hundred years oldf 
•and claims fome notice for its antiquity. 

• Lib. ^, f Anaab of &#//. H. 174. 
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LETTER IX. 

Ciillen» June jd. 

AV I E W of Cullen-boufe is inclofed^ not taken in front, but 
on purpofe to exhibit its romantic (ituation on the verge 
of a rocky precipice ; togetiier with the magnificent arch thrown 
over the entrance of the glen, which opens the communication 
with the pleafure-grounds on the oppofite hill. The glen winds 
up into the country ieveral miles, and is full of wood $ there are 
charming walks cut along the fide of the rivulet ; the banks of 
it often precipitous, pidlurefque, and rocky. 

In CuUen-bottfe, the library is elegant and extenfive, enriched 
with many thoufand volumes, generally of the moft expenfive 
and fplendid orden 

On a circular mount oppofite, are veftiges of a fort, probably 
Danijb, which had guarded the landing-place at that corner of 
the bay. Time has not yet levelled the furrounding ramparts, 
of which there are three rows on the declivity of the hill. 
Among the rubbiih of buildings on the top, there is a great deal 
of burnt (loqes, and vitrified ftuflF, the confequence of large fires 
having been made on the fpot s or, perhaps, the fort in fome 
period has been burnt down ; for to me it would feem highly 
improbable, that ever an application of fire had been made, to 
cement buildings, however others may have been amufed with 
that theory. 

But ihould any body be difpofed in future to make fuch ex- 
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i5> THREAD AND LINEN 

periment> I adjoin the moft approved receipt* The method is 
fimple : — ^' Take a mountain^ whole fummic contains a moderate 
area, bounded as much as poffibly with precipices^ except at 
the place you are to enter. On the brink of thefe preci- 
pices place large ftones, the drier the better^ quant, fuff. and 
^^ let the interftices be filled with vitneTcible iron orci to this 
*' heap aiake a backing of loofe ftonesy piled carde&ly hMttd 
'^ ihi faid hifik ; then build a ftack of wood rctmd the wboU 
*' ^tjde of the walU kindle a fire^ and the bufinefs is done ^.*^ 
Should any dull fellow objed to the foundation for the backing 
and fuel> he mxf be told it is anxxng the Jrt^s deperdit^, unlefs 
preferred by the acadenay at Lap$ua^ who have die fecret of con- 
denfing air, and building houfes from the roof down to the 
foundation f. 

Tov took notice di the thread and linen manufaftiire at this 

place. It did not before occur to me to mention a very exten-* 

five one carried on at Ba»f. I was the other day favoured with 

a p^er relative to it» which I doubt not will prove acceptable, as 

It evinces of how much confequence thefe are to the country. 

It is DiUcb flax they chiefly vik in that manufa^hire ; and 

annually import about three thoufand five hundred matts> 

^^ which, at an average of £.2* ss* each, cofts upwards of 

" J^. I i,ooo. The flax is beat in water->mills, and then heckled ; 

^ that operation employs about fixty men : when given out to 

^ fpin, it does not employ lefs than four thoufand individuals t 

and yields a hundred and fifty thoufand ipindles of yarn, which 

Mi^ Y. 15 8« t . GuUhfirU Travels, voy. L^^ c. t. 

X ^ circulate! 
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MANUFA CTURE. 

^ drculatet about £. xo^oao among die Spmnen^ The ddidding 
^ and twifting the yam is done a« Bairfi wbiek employe abooc 
^^ two hundred women and children i and at the bkach-field^ 
^ engages the labour and attention of fdrty people morer Thefe 
^ threads^ when fent tx> Nittififbam or Ldaftir, where they are 
^^ wore into ttockmg^s are about ^« je^ooo fterling ralue/' 

Tux good eflfe&s of the fpinning ia fenfibly felt in the neigh- 
bouring villages ; thac nzdf encow^enmem gi^en to their in- 
ddftry, gteady promotes their diligence > the females are often 
ible, by their wheels^ to pay the fmalt rent of their farirs ib 
tine die labour of the men is appropriated folely to the main^e* 
nance of the finnUy, which by d^b ftieans becomfes much mote 
amply iupplied with every neceffary. 

It is with regret the managers of diefe manufaftures find 
that they caimot be fupplied with flax raifed at home. The 
principal obftack feems to be^ the want of hands experienced in 
the managemeat c^ itj when taken off the ground ; for many^ 
who are fboeefifiil enough in raifing the moft promifing crops^ 
have often the mortification to find them in a great meafute 
mined, ere they can be brought to the heckle. 

At Pcfffiy there is a fimitor mamufafture of ftockmg threads, 
for the L^ndm and Noffingbam markets, carried oA to a great 
extent. In fome feafons three hundred tons of flaat are there 
imported from Holland -, but CuUefPf Hunffyj Keiths and othet ma^ 
nu£i£hiring villages, are fupplied thence : that article is therefore 
an expence of twenty or thirty thoufand pounds^ a year, to this 
comer alone, which might be evaded by rat(ing flax at home. Ic is 
however in fbme degree an equivalent, that vidual is* exported 
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to at leaft as large an amount : in fome years fifty thouiahd bolls, 
equal lo forty thoufand Englijb quarters, of barley, maltj peafe, 
&c« are fhipped from Porifcy. 

Theee are generally from fifteen to twenty veffels belonging 
to the place, from forty to a hundred and fifty tons burden : for 
fome of thefe profitable employment is found, at the fiiheries 
among the weftem ifles $ each is equipped with three boats> and 
requires eighteen hands : they fail ear)/ in the fpring, about the 
beginning of February ^ for Locb-Garlocb ; and apply to the cod- 
fifhing there until the firft of May, when it is ufual to go to the 
banks off Barra bead, where they catch ling. All the fifh which 
they take are falted and dried on the fpot : and the veflels return 
in yiugtf/if on purpofe to fend their cargoes to the proper markets 
along with falmon. The veflels which carry thefe to the coafts 
of Spain and Portugal, or up the Mediterranean i t<^ther with 
thofe which have been fent out with grain i return with wines, 
fait, flax, wood, iron, and wha(!bver other articles are required, 
either for home confumption, or thole branches of trade in which 
the inhabitants of the place are engaged. 

On a peninfulated rock, betwixt Portfiy and Cullen, lie the 
remains of Cafik Findlater. The top of the rock has been io 
thoroughly covered with buildings, that the outer walls, par- 
ticularly fronting the fea, precifely correfpond with the hcc of 
the precipice. Owing to the irregular furface of the rock, fome 
of the lower rooms are fo contrived, as to have their inner ends 
of the folid mafs, well cut, and in many places the plaiftering re- 
mains on it entire. The apartments are fl^rongly vaulted above, 
and have large windows^ which look to the fea i but there feems 
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to have been little elfe than dead walls on thofe parts of the 
rock which are next the neck that joins it to the main. About a 
hundred yards from the ifthmus^ there are confpicubus veftiges of 
a double rampart^ which has been drawn round as an outwork to 
defend the cafUe. Within the rampart are the remains of feveral 
ftone buildings^ probably ftore-houfes, ilables^ &c. and an area, 
ample enough for exercifing many hundred men. 
. The caftlc was relinquiOied by the family of Findlatery for more — 
commodious ahd inland feats^ towards the end of James Vlth's 
reign. The dawn of a more aufpicious age, when civil difcords 
were fubfiding, would be fufficient inducement to the noblemen 
and chieftains^ to chufe more fertile and pleafant fituations^ 
where they could plantj have gardens^ and enjoy rural enter* 
tainment. 

Tnt head-land, which forins on the eail the bay of Cutten^ 
prefents a noble fcene towards the ocean, of a lofty, fmooth, and 
extenfive precipice i at the foot of the cliff, there is a level beach, 
compofed of mouldered ihells, which are gathering foil : but 
would be a valuable acquilicion to the neighbouring farms, 
if an eafy means could be found of railing them to the high 
grounds. 



LETTER 



i 



54 DE5CRIPTIONOF 



L E T T E R X. 

Forrea» Jnae yik, 1776. 

YOUR ia(bn^oo& with refpeft to Fm^es pillar^ made it 
an objeA tbat demtnded vuf beft attention. Knowing 
^' * that it far furpafficd> in magnificence and grandeur^ ehc other 
^' obeliik& in S^^iUmi^'' and was laid to be <^ the mo^ tktttdf 
*^ nu>numeiit of the G^tbk kind to be fcen in Europe fj" and 
your folicitude with refpeft to the authenticity of tlie finiip- 
turcs on it^ ^ imprefied me with an idea of its importaneef 
that I nurked the figures with the utmoft Tigikmce and 
care. 

M&^ GoajMN %3> he difcovesed '^ % ^c^^^^^ o^ ^ nnonffrous 
'^ fernij sefemUiog four-footed beafis with human heada^** &c. \ 
but that eraft: have been the coniequence of a curfiny obferra- 
tipo: Qnly« Thtce are no monften on it^ ezeept (b far as the 
rudMuefs ^ 4^cfe weather'-beaten fcutptures render them io. 
Y<&u mc^' aely (» the fideiitT^ of the drawing ; and I made the 
following remarks. 

That in the firft divifionj underneath the Gothic ornaments at 
the top^ are nine horfes with their riders^ marching forth in 
order : in the next^ is a line of warriors on footj brandiihing 
their weapons^ and appear to be Ihouting for the battle. .The 

* Iter Scpten. f Gutbri$h Hifi. Sc9tL t Iter Septen. 158. 
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FORRES PILLAR. 

impmt of the atdtadcs ia die third divifion veiy dubtons i their 
cxpreffion indeffnke. 

Th£ figures which form a iquare in the middle of the colunvij 
arc pretty complex, but diftin6fc : four ferjeaAts, with their hal'- 
berts, guard a caaopy, under which are placed feveral human: 
heads, which have belonged to the dead bodies piled up at the 
left of the dirifion : one appears in the charafter of executioner^ 
fevering the head from another body; behind him are three 
trumpeters (bunding their trumpets i and before him two pair 
of combatants fighting with fword and target. 

A TROOP of horfe next appears, put to flight by infantry, 
whole firft line have bows and arrows ; the three following,, 
fwords and targets. In the lowermoft divifion now vifible, the 
horfes fecm to be leized by the vi<5torious party, their riders 
beheaded, and the head of their chief hung in chains, or placed 
in a frame ; • the others being thrown together befide the dead 
bodies, under an arched cover. 

The grcateft pj«t of the other fide of the obelifk, occupied by 
a fumptuous crofs, is covered over with an uniform figure elabo-^ 
sately raifed, and interwoven with great mathematical exaftnefsi, 
of this, on account of its fingularity, there is given a repre* 
fentation at the foot of the coTuqiin. Under the crofs are two 
auguft perfbnages, with fome attendants much obliterated, but 
evidently in an attitude of reconciliation i and, if the monu* 
mcnt was erefted in memory of the peace ^concluded ^between 
Malcolm and Canute, upon the final retreat of the Danes ^^ 
ihcfc large figures may reprefent the reconciled monarchs.. 

* Tour ia 5c«//* 1769^ 165*. 
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^6 GORDON CASTLE- 

Ok the edge below the fret'-woilc^ are fome raws of figures 
joined hand-in-hand, which may alfo imply the new degree of 
confidence and feciirity which took place, after the feads were 
compofed/ which are chara£):erized on the front of the pillar. 
But to whatever particular tranfaftion it may allude^ it can 
hardly be imagined, that in fo early an age of the arts in 
Scotland^ as it mufl: have been raifed, fo elaborate a performance 
would have been undertaken, but in confequence of an event 
of the mod general importance ; it is therefore furprifing, that 
no diftinfter traditions of it arrived at the asra when letters were 
known. 
^_^ At Gordon Caftk^ the grandeur and elegant finifhing of 

the apartments — the variety of pleafant fcenery exhibited in the 
furrounding fields, formed,, to a vaft diftance, into one con- 
tinued garden — and the fumptuous profpeAs which the caftle 
yields .from ajmoft every point of view— engaged much of 
that time and attention which I Ihould have bellowed in 
more fully finiihing the enclofed (ketch. No drawing, however, 
can now be made of Gordon Caftle^ that could at all afcertain its 
ftate of antient grandeiir. The duke is caufing it to aflume fo 
much appearance of modern fplendor, that it fcarcely bears a 
diftant refemblance to what it was when you faw it. Though 
ftill ;n charadter of a caftle, it is at once an elegant and ma- 
jeftic edifice ;. it; extend^ upwards of five hundred and fifty feet 
in front i wd the higher parts of the building, towering amidft 
f he lofty trees in the park, prefent an image of magnificence to 
all the .i:owntry round* 
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INNES HOUSE. ELGIN CATHEDRAL. $7 

In Innes-Hcufe^ a feat of lord Fife^ in Montf^ arc fcveral 
good pidures ; in particular^ portraits of the royal line for many 
ages paft^ to that of his prefent majefty. Spinie-caJHe makes a 
good vlita toltmes-boufe. Its venerable remains ftill . indicate 
what its grandeur has been whilft the palace of the bifhops of 
Moray. 

I SPENT much time amid the beautiful and noble ruins of the 
cathedral of Elgin ; many parts of that fine building have ftill 
the remains of much grandeur and dignity in them. According 
to your defire, I have made a delineation of the weft door i but 
find the richnefs of thefe ornaments can hardly be exprefled 
in a fmall drawing. It is not enough to (ay^ that they are done 
in very high relief; for often the flowers and foliage are en- 
tirely railed from the hollow of the mouldings in which they 
run ; and thus, by a moft elaborate execution, there is given a 
peculiar elegance of efFeft to the carvings. Over each entry there 
xs a figure on a pedeftal encircled with** clufters of grapes, and 
however unufual the emblem, feems to be an angel on its knee, 
prefenting a c o rnucopiai porhapa cnproffing th a bounty of P r e 
THfntTiT ttndffrH for ^^ ftippnrt- i^^ tha fiimpl#> The remark- 
able proofs of fuperior genius and ability difclofed in the orna^ 
mental parts of that ftrudlure, are the lefs to be wondered at, 
when it is confidered, that not only almoft the whole intereft of 
tliis country was, in different ages, engaged in adding to its 
magnificence; but that alio, at the Pope's defire, contributions 
were raifed over all Eunfpe^ and the moft expert artifts lent to 
complete the work* 

I The 
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THE BURGH OF MORAY. 

IThe Burgb of Morajy z rery antient and rtfpefUble fortnels, 
terminates a narrow promontory projefting into the firth> about 
five miles from Elgin^. This headland was^ in the end o£ 
the tenth or beginning of the eleventh centurf> fortified by^ 
the Danes i and of a peninfula made an ifland ; and was one of 
the molt celebrated places of rendezvous of the buccaneers from 
Norway. The vaft ramparts ftill remaining, bear the weightieft 
teftimony to its great ftrength in fbme former ages. An im- 
menfe mound of earth and ftones furrounds the area of the. 
lore, and will be a lading memorial of the labour bellowed on 
making it impregnable. The triple ditch and rampart, which 
defended the neck, are yet neat and entire. The top had been 
defended by logs of oak piled on one another. Many pieces are 
ftill to be feen half burnt, which makes it evident, that this 
ftrong hold was deftroyed by fire. It was a common way of 
fortification in this province. One GiUefcopy in 1228, burnt 
fome wooden caflles in Moray f. This probably was one, whicb 
might be pofieflcd by fome Moravian Reguliy after it was eva^ 
cuated by the Danes in the reign of Malcolm II. To this in* 
cendiary we owe the burnt appearances not to any attempt 
to form round the fort a glafly rampart X^ 

That rocky point was admirably fituated for facilitating the 
depredations of foreign invaders, and fecuring their fpoil. It 
covers a fafe landing-place in a fandy bay s' and thence excurfions 
could be eafily made into the rich plains of Moray. 

* BuchantM* of Makolm. IL f Anaals of Sc9tln I. 149* 

X drcbg^hgia^ V* 262. 
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TRADE OF FINDHORN. $9 

Oi^B place in the fort is marked as a burf ing-ground^ by 
many mofs-grown graye-ftones j if there has ever been any 
fculpture on them, it is moMy worn away : on one there is a 
crofs undefacedj and in good relief; on others there feemed to 
be fome veftiges of figures and animals ; but their truth too 
fuipiciousy to admit of any reprefentation. 

At Findbom, I was favoured with the following particularSj 
relative to the trade of that place. 

There are ten or twelve veffels commonly belonging to the port. 

Calks are fent from thence to Sutherland and Caitbnefs 
for their falmon, which are brought over in boats, 

and are exported, with fome others, annually to £. 

the an^ouht pf — -— -^ 8,500 

Herrings fent alfo to Londpn and foreign marketSj 1,000 

Crain, — . _ _» S>500 

Linen yarn, to Leilb, Glafgow^ &c, — — 25,000 

So that their annual exports amount to about — 40,000 

The goods they require in return, fuch as fugarsi 
flour, porter, hops, furniture, 6fr. from London 
alone, amount in a year, to ^ -^ —^ 25,000 

Coals, iron, foap, and other articles, from Ldtb^ &c. 3>ooo 

Salt for the fiiheries, — _ — i>500 

Flax, and Flax-feed, from Holland^ — — I1500 

Wines, rum, cloaths, lime, and other mifcellane- 
ous articles, --. — — 3,000 

34,000 
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6o KINLOSS-ABBEY. 

Im coming round the bay of Findbom to Forres, I found Kinkfr-^ 
abbey juft in the way. Some men have been of late employed 
in clearing the rubbifh from the ground, near to where the moft 
remarkable parts of the building are> and have difcovered rows 
of finely fluted pillarsj which had fupported other roofs of 
great extent : and the fragments of cornices^ capitals^ &fr. ftiU 
digging up, afford frefh evidences of that elegant fimplicity of 
taile wherewith that Gothic ftrudure abounds. 

This monaftery^ as all thofe of die Cifiertian order were, was 
dedicated to the Virgin Mary : the place was origin^ly called 
Templum florum i and the facred dwellings were reared^ in me- 
mory of a miraculous blow of flowers^ faid to have hallowed the 
grave of Duffus\ 

-f- AscsLiNus^ its firft abbots and a body of monies^ came 
from Melrofs to the pofleffion of it^ in the twelfth century^ and 
it went to decay foon after the reformation.. 

* Oemifier^ ^ Sfetifime^t Account of Rclig^ Hoiiics* 
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LETTER XL 

Abbey of Bcan-Uco, June loth. A^/ A^^AyL^ 
D U N D this ruined monaftery^ at prefent^ nothing bur ^ 



rural images invite attention: the venerable boughs of 
aged trees caft their fhade on either hand : within^ all is filence 
and defolation \ decaying monuments of faints and heroes, are 
but as ^^ the clouds of other times^'* and give a tranlient fo- 
lemnity to the recoUeftion of pafl ages.^ The thought of thefe 
courts having often echoed with the glad U deums of thoufands,^ 
whoj along with their temple, are now mouldering into duft^. 
deepens the veneration which thefe hallowed walls inlpire. 

The whole floor of the abbey is crowded with tomb-ftones 
of various ages, many of them> I fliould fuppofe, nearly coeval 
with itfelf> which was built in the thirteenth century. The 
moft antient of thefe appear ta have been the lids of fl:one 
coffins I on each is a large crofs, ornamented with various 
flowerings,, fometimes with fwords and other emblems at the 
fide. And as there is not along with thefe any veftige of let« 
tersj it is a tacit acknowledgment, that writing was little prac« 
tifed at the time when thefe monuments were carved: for, as 
many of them muft have been cut under the eye, and by the direc- 
tion of the clergy ; and as monafteries were in this country the 
firft feats of learning, and where the fine arts were principally 
ftudied and encouraged, it mufl: place the sera of thefe ftones at 
leaft five hundred years back i-^t the fame time^ a degree o£ 
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4t HATE-CASTLE. INVERNESS. 

neatnefs and elegance^ which prevails both in the defign and 
execution of the carvings^ implies a refinement in tafte and pro- 
grefs in the arts at that period, which certainly had much de- 
clined in later ages. In the vaults of the abbey, there are 
fome remains of bodies found in the (tone cofEns ; on the lids 
of thefc are warriors well carved, and in fine relief; thefe have 
Latin infcriptions in old charafters round the margin, which 
feem to be dated in the fifteenth century ; but are in general 
{o mucli defaced, it is ijaf^flibie to copy them. 

A FEW of the moft diftinft figures on the older gravc-ftoncs 
are marked on the foreground of the view of the abbey. 
^ In paffing from Tamaway to Calder, I rode up through very 

nigged paths to the brow of the bleak and rocky mountain of 
Orcbany^ where there is a very antient fortrefs, called RaU-caJtle j 
it was a ftrong hold of the once-powerful Cummms, and 
commands an extenfive profpefl: of all the country, down to 
the Moray firtlu It has a circular tower at one end, with 
Cofbic windows, and is enclofed at fome diftance with thick 
walls. 
>. In a burying-ground near the cafUe, on fome ftoncs, the . 

bow and arrow charafterize, in fome degree, the genius of the 
people, and the age in which they were placed there. 

The mountainous fcenery round Invemefs is extremely mag- 
jDificent, piAurefque, and wild. The large expanfe of fmooth 
water, which the firth difclofes, veflels gliding along, the 
old romantic caftles on its banks, with the vaft profpeft of hills 
beyond^ yield variety of channing landfcapes. 

5 

It 



MANUFACTURES. AGRICULTURE, 



<f3 



It is computed, that there are upwards of feven thoufand in- 
habitants in Inverness. About feven years ago, they were par- 
ticularly enumerated, and" found to amount nearly to fix thou- 
fand; but fince that time, feveral branches of manufadlures have 
been introduced, which mufl: have gteatly increafed the number 
of inhabitants. 

The hemp-manufafture alone, employs near eight hundred 
perfons ; fixty fooms arc conftantly employed, in working coarie 
cloths for fails and facks. England is the principal market for 
them; but large quantities are alfo exported to the Wefi 
Indies. 

They reckon, that two hundred thoufand yards are annually 
made. 

L.ITTLB more grain is raifed in the country round Invemefs 
than is^neceflary for the inhabitants. They meet with one great 
diicoaragemenr to their imjM'ovements in agriculture^ in the 
fcarcity of fuel. The mofles are much worn out ; and when 
coals are brought from the 8outb-firtby or from England^ they burn 
lime at great expence. The coafting duty \s a heavy obftacle 
here to all improvement. The fields in the neighbourhood 
of the town are,, however, well cultivated; and they are very 
zealous, and at much pains to bring the declivities of the hills 
into better heart ; but they feem more defigned by nature for 
pafture than for tillage.; and the cattle fed on them beconne one 
great refourcefor the fupport of the inhabitants. It is computed, 
that about forty thoufand black cattle are drove from the moun-^ 
tsuns north of Invimefs^ to Englandy in a feafon. 
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LETTER XII; 

Dornoch^ Jane i3tli« 

NEAR the remains of a ruined church at Dingwall ob- 
ferved feveral more of thcfc antient grave-ftoncs, with 
croflesj and various ornaments on them i limilar to thole in the 
abbey of Beau-lieu. 

The biflxop of OJpfry^ when travelling through this country, 
flopped at Dir^wal, and faid he was much ij;ruck and pleafed 
with its appearance, for the fituation of it brought Jeru/alem to 
his remembrance ; and he pointed out the hill which refembled 
Calvary. 

A FEW miles down from InvergordM, towards the coaft, lie 
the ruins of the monaftery of Feme : part of it however has 
been converted into a church. Amidfl: the decayed walls, the 
tomb of abbot Ferne remains pretty entire : the effigy lies at full 
length, under a richly-ornamented arch, with a long infcription 
in old letters, but much defaced. The monaftery was founded 
by Ferqubardf earl of Rofs, in the year 1 230, in the reign of 
Alexander 11. The monks followed the rule of St. Auguftine^ 
and were of thofe who, on account of their white garb, received 
the appellation of candidus erdo. Patrick Hamilton, an abbot of 
that place, was among the firft who fuffered for favouring the 
opinions of Luther : he was burnt at the gate of St. Salvator'% 
college, in Sl Jndrcw% in the year 1527. 

i Thi 
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Ths abbacy of Feme was annexed to the bifhoprick of Rop^ 
in the reign oi-James VI. anno 1587 *. 

^ Not far diftant from the abbey, a high fquare column is 
erededj covered all over with SMon charafters, but illegible^ 

\ On a bank near the ihore, oppofite to the ruins of a caftel* 
lated houfe, called Sandwick, and about three miles eaft from 
Ferney a very fplendid obelifk is erefted, furrounded at the bale 
with large, well-cut flag-ftones ; formed like f^eps. Both fides 
of the column are elaborately covered with various enrichments, ,. ^^ 
in well*finilhed carved work. The one face prefcnts a fump- v -^^ ^* ^ 
tuous crofs, with a figure of St. Andrew on each handj and 
fome uncouth animals and flowerings underneath. The central 
divifion on th? reverfe, renders it a piece of. antiquity well 
worthy of prefervation : there is. exhibited in that fuch a variety 
of figures^ birds, and animals, as feemed what might prove a cii-* 
rious fubjeft of inveftigation ; 1 have therefore given a diiUndt 
delineation of them, at the foot of the column^ on a larger 
fcale, that their fliapes might be difl:in£tly afcertained, and the 
more probable conjeftures formed of their allufion. 

You have by no means negle^ed obfervations on thislpecies 
of monuments f ; but I beg leave to redify your mifirake, in con- 
fining them to the fbuth of the firth of Moray \ for you may be 
aflured, they are far more nunoerous to the north. 

On a green plain near the beach, about two miles north 
from Sandmck, under the brow of the hill, on which the feat 

^ KeitVs Account of Religious hoofes, 245 • 
t Tour in ScotL 1772* Part II. 166 to 169. 
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of Mr. MLeod, of CatM, is fituated $ lies another very {plendid 
monument, near to the ruins of a chapel^ which was in an 
early age dedicated to the Firgin Mary. The proprietor, from 
a veneration for the confecrated ground, has enclofed it with 
fome rows of trees } and it is well worthy of his care, for the 
obeliflc is one of the moft beautiful pieces of antient (culpture 
that has ever been difcovered in Scotland. The ftone is of 
enormous fize, and has lain unnoticed on its face from tinie 
immemorial, and by that means is in the higheft ftate of pre- 
Xsc /7^o fervation. It reprefents the hunting of the deer with hound 

and horn. The waving ornaments round the margin are airy 
and elegant, and cut with a mafterly hand. Four fcepters are 
introduced in a very confpicuous manner, above, and ferve as a 
comment on thofe that appear, though kfs diftin&ly marked^^ 
on the obelifk at Aberkmni. 

^ Ma. MLeod, of Guaieasy to whole great attention the difco- 

very of the above was in a great meafure owing, conduced nnbe 
to feveral fragments of other obelilks lying on Tarbetnefs, which 
in all appearance had not been originidly inferior to either of 
thefe that have been fpecified; but they are b ihattered to 
pieces that their connexion is loft. 

These monuments are all iaid to have been erefted in me« 
mory of defeats of the Danes y but there does not appear any 
reference, that the hieroglyphicks on them can have to fuch 
events. That they have been raifed on interefting occafions, there 
can be little doubt i perhaps in memory of the moft renowned 
chieftains, and their exploits, who firft embraced Chriftianity. 
They are the moft antient memorials of its: eftabliffament : and 
* < if 



THEIR ORIGIN DOUBTFUL. 

if imiong the firfl: exprefiBons of public veneration for the crofs, 
their antiquity may be confiderable ; for the Kekdei, emifTarie^ 
of the facred colleges^ Cohmba from loua^ and others, had 
opened a dawn of Chriftianity upon thefe northern counties in the 
iixth century. 

To what you hare faid, permit me to add—it is highly pro- 
bable, from the indubitable evidence which thefe monuments 
give of the expertnefs and genius of the ^ifts who have been 
employed in deligning and carving them, that every figure has 
bad an import of fome co^fequence^ at that time underftood ; 
and what might then from cuftom be eafily apprehended, they 
would not doubt of continuing intelligible to future ages dfo : 
but had they obtained the knowledge of letters, they certainly 
would not have had recourfe to a means of perpetuating the 
memory of events, io much le(s perfeA. 

It was after the invention of the art of making paper, in the 
eleventh century, that writing came into general ufe, in the north 
of Scoilandy even on important occafions : it was a comer pecu- 
liarly remote from the feats of learning, and in preceding ages> 
ill provided with the means of cultivating letters or diffufing 
knowledge ; it is not therefore ftrange that the annals of this 
country, with refpedl to diftant events, fhould be involved in a 
general obfcurity* 

Therb are writ3 extant, figned at Invernefi, &c. in the middle 
of the eleventh century j though the obcliiks under confideration 
muft have been erefted fome time previous to that age 5 yet it 
is perhaps beyoAd human penetration any farther to afcertain the 
period, far Icfs to unravel their import. One general obfcrva- 

K a tion 
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tion however occurs^-that the genius^ ait> and applicatioiij dlf- 
coverable in the carvings on^thefe monuments ; the elegance of 
fome of the ornaments, the mathematical accuracy of others, 
and elaborate execution of the whole ; as they bear teftimony to 
the ingenuity and abilities of the artifts of an unknown age ; la 
they are fome acknowledgment of the tranquillity, improve- 
ments, and happinefs of this country, ages before our accounts 
of it commence. The ornarnental arts are only pra£tifed and 
admired, when leifure, quiet, and fecurity is much enjoyed; 
and they muft have been greatly encouraged and delighted in, 
before they could have come to fuch perfedion. Had the CaUdo^ 
mans been earlier capable of recording their ftory, it is probable 
we fhould have been prefented with many piAures of eafy life, of 
rural happinefs and peaceful years ; perhaps of civil policy and 
fuperior improvements, enjoyed by the inhabitants of theie nor* 
thern provinces, previous to thofe turbulent ages, to which our 
hiftories extend. 
"^ The numerous remains of antient towers and caftles, both 

inland and upon the ihores i the decayed monafteries, and other 
religious buildings, all give evidence that Rcfsjbore has been 
long held a field of valuable fettlements : and now the whole 
ride round its eaftmoft extremity is through well-cultivated 
fields, and commonly very pleafant feats in %new. 

Near to Tain ftand the walls of the chapel of St. Dutbac, or 
St. Dufiis, who died in 1 249 bifliop of Rsfs^ and for his *grea€ 
piety was enrolled among the faints *. It was dedroyed in the 

• Kiiti'B Bilbopi of Sml. 1 10. 
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* 

year 1427 ^. An inveterate enmity had taken place between a 
laird of Frejwick and a MKay of Creigb : Frefwick was attacked^ 
purfued^ and fled to the chapel, then a noted fandtuary s but his 
implacable enemy fet fire to the building, and Frefwick perifhed 
in the flames. 

A COLLEGIATE chufch was founded at Tainy by Thomas bifliop *^ 
of RofSy in the year 148 1> for a dean, eleven prebendaries, and 
three finging-boys f. The whole building is ftill pretty entire, 
particularly > the eaft window, which is a very fumptuous and 
beautiful fpecimen of the gothic ftyle, prevalent in that age. 

St. Bar, bifliop of Caitbnefsy erefted a place of worfliip at — 
Domocb, in the eleventh century : there alfo Sir^jatrick Murray 
founded a monafl'ery of Trinity friars> in the year 1271 : and 
foon after, Gilbert Murrayy bifliop of Caitbnefsy built a church, 
the cathedral of his diocefe ; and its remains fliew, that the 
building has had a magniflcence correiponding with the intent : 
it fuflfered a fimilar fate with the chapel of St. Duffusy but in a 
more memorable feud. 

An earl of Caitbnefs had contrived to cut ofi^ the family of 
Sutherland, in order to invade their poflfeflions s a boy^ the heir, 
was preferved alive $ and, to give his defigns a fair and generous 
appearance, the earl of Caitbnefs took the youth under his pro- 
tection, and managed his efliate for him. The MurraySy who 
were the moft powerful chieftains of Sutberlandy did not relifli 
their lord's being under the tuition of the earl of Caitbnefs ; and 
therefore confulted and accompliflied his removal, declaring at 



* Conflifb of the CIvis, 12. f Ktith^t Accomnt of Religioas boifes** ? ^ 
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the fame time^ that they would no more pay allegiance to the 
ead of Caitbnefs as protestor of Sutberhnd \ and dreading hia 
refentment> ftreogtheoed themfelves in the town and caftle of 
Dornoch. The earl of Caiibttefs (ent his fon> at the head of a 
large body of men, to reduce theni to obedience by force of 
arms, and Dornoch was belieged; the Murrays defended it for 
feveral days with great refolution : but the oppofite party having 
penetrated into the ikirts of the town, with horrid policy let it 
on fire i the cathedral catched the flanoest and fliared the general 
ruin *. 

In bifhop Murray's time, about the year 1 260, the Dmcs made 
a delcent onj^ coaft, but were routed and drove to their vef- 
iels i a Brother of the bifliop's however fell in the fight, and is 
faid to have been laid in a ftone coffin above ground, near, the 
font, in the eaft aile of the cathedral ; in the place I found bu- 
ried, in the loofe earth, a well-cut figure of a warrior, perhaps 
reprefcnting the general, and had been placed on the lid of the 
coffin, as was cuftomary at the time. The monument without 
the town, called ^bunes^crofsy is commonly faid to have been 
erefted in memory of the above vidory ; but it is ei&ntially 
different from any obelifk that has been faid to have reference to 
fuch events. 

It is alfo of a kind difl:in£l: from thofe at Aherkmni^ or on 
Tarhetnefs \ it has none of the fplendid enrichments wherewith 
they are diftinguifhed. A large circle at the top is perforated, 
forming a crofs within : the pillar plain ; only in a frame on one 

• Caaflifte of the Claas, 3s. 
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fide is carved the Sutherland arms^ on the other the armorial en- 

figns of Caitbnefs. Thence I ihould imagine it bad been ereded 

to fettle fome boundary, or in memory of fome alliance formed 

between the earls of thefe contending counties. It perhaps may 

give fome validity to the conjefture, when one reflcfts that 

other monuments were raifed with fimilar intent> about that 

«era, and the ptaftiee might hpt be uncommon* Kings-cr^fs^ 

raifed in Stahemorey on the borders of Cumberland^ had on one 

fide the arms of fFilliam of England, on the other Malcolm's III. 

of Scotland ; and was ereded as the boundary of their kingdcRrm^ 

on the conclufion of the treaty of peace, which they enured iacn 

m the end of the eleventh century *. 

• Bucban. lib. Tii. lift of M^lm IH. 
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LETTER XIII. 

Helmifdalc^ Jane I5ch« 

TH £ family of Sutherland had a chapel of eafe at Golfpie, 
dedicated to St. Andrew i near the place where it ftood^ a 
curious obelilk is lying on the ground ; the figur«^ on it yery 
diftinfUy marked.; but in a ruder ftyle than thofe on the monu- 
ments mentioned in my lad. Inunediately under the wild orna- 
ments that generally finilh them above^ there is an uncouth 
figure, of a large elephant-like animal. This hieroglyphic has 
liad fome favourite allufion : it makes a diftinguiihed appearance 
on feveral of thefe ftones. On that at Goljpie, it flretches over 
a man with a crofs in one hand and a knife in the other^ where- 
with he feems to attack an animal of the bear-kind : the knifcj 
however, points alfo to the head of a fiih refembling a falmon : its 
introdudbion may, perhaps, imply the early importance in which 
the capture of them was held. Two circles, fceptres, and other 
emblems, fomething fimilar to thofe on the ftones at Aberkmnij 
will, I fufpeA, remain inexplicable. I forgot, however, to 
mention, that on the beautiful fragments on Tarhetnefsy fome 
of thefe circles are ferpcnts with two heads meeting, their tail$ 
convolved, and including (everal circular ornaments ; and may 
have had reference to a well-known emblem of eternity^ ^d in 
that way exprefled the^lafting fame of the hero in whofe memory 
the monument was raifed. 
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EXCURSION AMONG THE MOUNTAINS. ?! 

The limeftone quarry above Brora is an interefting fund of 
fpcculation : the variety of fhells contained in the heart of the 
ftone is equally furprifing and beautiful ; many of thein very 
different in form from any now found on thefe ihores. Often 
the rock, when broken to pieces, allows the fhells to fall out 
entire, retaining fine impreffions of their (hapes : many precipices 
on the banks of the river Brora are alfo full of fhells. 

" • The arable part of Sutherland, along the coafl, is very -^ 
" narrow, confined by lofty black mountains," which rife al- 
moft direftly from the fhore, and fcem to exclude all acceft 
into the interior country. In confequence of your com- 
mands, I was not a little defirous of knowing what fcenery 
might be found within the firft range of mountains ; and was 
fortunate enough to meet with a gentleman at Kintradweh 
who in the purfuit of deer had been frequently led far among 
the inland rocks and forefls, and offered to accompany me a day 
or two's journey into thefe wilds j and I fhall not regret the 
toil, if the account of our difcovery of fomc moft ancient 
buildings prove interefting enough to yield you any enter- 
tainment. 

We had advanced feveral miles, through the moft rugged paths -^ 
imaginable, along the rocky and wooded fides of the river Brors^ 
when I was ftruck with admiration by the noble appearance of 
the ruins of a large circular tower, placed on an adjacent eminence 
at Acbir na Kyle. This I foon difcovercd to be a very perfeft 
Ipccimen of the architefbure I was in fearch of. It is fituated with 

* Tour in Sc9tL 69. 

L peculiar 



74 ^F T fir nr^ I n TT tower. 

peculiar tafte on the top of a lofty rock, oppofite to fomc plea- 
fant woodsi and near excellent pafture y and round the precipice 
which overhangs the Brora, the river tumbles over its rocky 
channel in a number of irregular cafcades. This building 
would have doubtlefe merited a very particular defcription, had 
it not correfponded with your account of thofc in Glen-elg, X 
muft except the apartments within the walls> which are of an 
oval form, diftindt and entire ; about eight feet long, fix high, and 
four wide 5 thofe on the ground^floor arc ftill a place of re^ 
fuge from the florm, for the goats that feed on the neighbour- 
ing hills; it would alfo feem, from their being fo free of rub- 
bifhj that it has from time to time been cleared away, by thofe 
who take care of the goats and other cattle ia thofe parts*^ 
The ftairs of communication, from the firil to the fecond row 
of chambers, are regular and commodioufly made out: the* 
apartments are carefully lighted by windows from within; a 
ftrong evidence, that the area within thefe towers had neverr 
been clofed above, nor entirely covered. The door looks over 
the precipice towards the river, and \% full fix feet high, as^I 
Ihould fuppofe all of the kind have been, ere they were choaked. 
up by the ruins of the building. One chamber had feveral 
paces of a level entry to it, and meafured nine feet in height^ 
this has been probably intended for the chieftain and head 
of the family who refided in the tower.. The whole ftrudura 
feems to me fo well contrived, that it is not eafy to conceive- 
in what manner a people who could not work in wood or iron, 
could have been more conveniently accommodated in places of 
defence. The fpace for the hail: in this^ is about twenty feet 

diameter. 
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diameter. From the quMtity of ruins, this caftle muft have 
been pretty high, probably fo as to admit of a third row of 
chambers; the walls at prefent do not exceed fifteen feet. In 
thefc parts, this building is not Angular : they have been very 
numerous among thefe hills. Wherever good pafture is found, 
near the lefs rugged forefts, there one meets with the remains 
of a circular tower. 

I SAW two others, fallen into a Ihapelefs ftate ; and had 
particular information of one more complete than any that I 
had feen ; but by every account, the unfrequented paths to it, 
amidft the dreary receffes of thefe mountains, were too horrible 
to be tried. This fliort excurfion has thoroughly convinced me, 
that thefe ftruftures have been all originally built on the fame 
plan, and have been the refidence of the chief families of a 
hardy race, in a very early age. Near the towers are commonly 
feveral camsy not monuments of the deceafed, but a fpecies of 
ftrong holds> which have one or two oval apartments within, 
(refembling the chambers in the walls of the caftles) and a vaft 
heap of ftones placed abov^ to render them impregnable : thefe 
have probably been the retreats, in time of danger, of the vafTals 
of thofe chiefs, who were the proprietors of the adjacent 
towers. A little herdfman led the way, and I went into one 
of them, through a long narrow paflage in the fide of the earn ; 
he alfo went into a dark under-ground hole which opened in the 
face of a green bank, where I did not chufe to follow him ; 
but he faid there was a fimilar chamber within, where half a 

f Tour in Scotl. 1769. 
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^ dozen of men might flccp. Thefe may have been places of re- 

fuge for the loweft of the people in times of feud and rapine 5 
their ordinary dwellings having been reared of fuch flight mate- 
rials, as could not have, till now, withftood the ravages of 
time. 

But there may be others much larger and more elegant; 
furnilhed with numbers of lodges in the thicknefs^ of the walls. 
It is needlefs to add any thing concerning them, as you have 
given fuch ample accounts of them from the authority of Mr. 
Pofs^y illuftrated with engravings from his defigns. Their real 
ufe is alfo confirmed by the hand-mills, and heaps of bones of 
deer difcovered in them ; which prove them to have been the re- 
fidence of chieftains, and not places of worfliip. 
* The profpeft beyond our route was of mountains, bleak, 
rocky, and defolate, exhibiting the forbidding afpcft of incor- 
rigible fterility. 

Loch Brora is a fine flieet of water formed by the fpread- 
ing of the river, in the bottom of a rich valley : it holds an 
cxtenfive mirror to Crag-Carril, the rocky face of a very lofty 
mountain, which overhangs the loch : Crag-Carril bears vefliges 
of having been fortified round the top ; has been long famed as 
the refidence of eagles ; but feems the refort of birds of every 
kind. It prefents to the oppofite farm at Kil-calum kii, amoft 
pifturefque and majeflic fcene. 

Near to Carril are fome charming fields, bounded by a craggy 
hill i from a cleft in the middle of the hill ruflies forth a tor- 

• Tonr itkSc9tl. 1769, 336, 337. Tab. xlvi. xlvii. 
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vent, which paifing under a natural bridge of rock, daihes down 
the precipice, and forms a itild and beautiful cafcade in its fall : 
the noife of the torrent echoing in a lofty and deep cavern ; the 
cavern fliagged with fhrubs and aged trees, among which the 
wild-fowl make their nefts j the rivulet murmuring round in- 
fulated piles of rock ; and the diftant profpe6t of thefe halls and 
monuments of antient heroes, forcibly recall to mind the images 
of the OJ^an fong. Here, perhaps, has Carrily whofe name is 
ftiU preferved in thefe fccnes, mufed his wild and defultory 
drains : here, " amidft the voices of rocks, and bright tum- 
bling of waters, he might pour the found of his trembling 
harp*." — ^Whether the memory of lapfed ages was preferved 
by the bards, or if only, like a morning-dream, the vifions of 
Offian came in later days, yet " plcafant are the words of the 
" fong ;" well do they paint thefe wilds, in all the ftriking forms 
of their native grandeur and beauty. " Lovely are the tales of 
" Other times ;" they are faithful to the -ftory, which deceives 
the winter evening among the hills. " O Carril, raife again thy 
" voice I let me hear the fong of Selma, which was fung in the 
" halls of joy, when Fingal, king of (hields, was there, and 
" glowed at the deeds of his fathers f.** 

But the light and joy of the fong are fled ; the halls of the 
renowned are left defolate and folitary, amidft rocks that no more 
echo to the found of the harp, amidft ftreams which murmur 
unheeded and unknown. 

• TVfwr*. Book vL f Fmgml, look iii. 
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LETTER XIV. 

Rater^ Jane lothm 

0|N vifiting the fhorc at Hebnifdale, was much difappointed 
to find the fea fo rough, that it was impra&icable to gee 
round the promontory in a boat, for thefe prodigious clifis 
would doubtlefs have prefented fome noble fcenery. I was in 
fome degree recompenfed by a heavy fall of rain ; it made the 
mountains afford fome profpefts extravagantly grand and new. 
In many places, where no ftreams had been before perceptible, 
there were now a number of torrents, which poured from the 
higher grounds, and rufliing down the fteeps, through rugged 
channels worn by former floods, made a variety of vaft impe- 
tuous cafcades, fuperior in height, and foaming with a wildnefs 
of beauty, perhaps, beyond any that are perpetual. On the top 
of the Ordj faw one peculiarly fVriking. A number of ftreams 
coming down from the higher parts of that vaft ridge of nK)un- 
tains, gathered into one channel, and formed a confiderable 
body of water; this new-created river, hurling along with 
immenfe rapidity, dire£bed its courfe over one of the higheft 
precipices, and was thrown a great diftance, without farther 
interruption, iiito the fea. The cliff* from which it fell was not 
lefs than a hundred fathom high. The torrent feemed like a 
white bending column, but in perpetual agitation ; and round its 
bafe the foam and fpray rofe to a great height : a fmall veftel 
might have failed betwixt it and the rocks. 
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SCENERY, 79 

Tftt profpeft of thcfe ftupcndous cliffs is indeed magnificent 
to the laft degree ; and for a diftant fcene, the view alfo men- 
tioned in your Tour, from Knackanany is equ^ly grand. When , 
I faw the mountains of Morvenj Scaraben^ 6cc. a fine variety of 
clouds were failing round their fides, and gave a noble expref- 
fion of their immenfe magnitude and prodigious height. 

On entering the plains of Caithnefsj I was peculiarly fortu- 
nate in meeting with Mr. Sinclair of Scots-caldery who has beea 
kind enough to acconnipany me ?ver fince, through many a rug- 
ged way, to view the rocky fcenery, and caftles on the coaft, as 
well as to many an unfrequented hill i ^* * where ftones were 
** raifed on high, to ipeak to future times with their grey heads 
^ of mofs ;" but whofe ftory *^ is now loft in the mift of years-'* 
By his influence, we always met with the beft accommodation, 
and his companionable qualifications have rendered the jaunt 
through this province exceedingly more amufing. 

There is a very romantic fall of a rivulet, among the rocks, ^ 
near the coaft at Clytbnefsi and from the adjacent cliflT, a prof- 
pe£t of a tall, Ihapely, infulated column, rifing perpendicularly 
out of the fea, oppofite to a fmooth and lofty precipice. I 
fend a fketch of it, as a fpecimen of the ftacks^ which cut fuch. 
remarkable figures on the fiiores. 

The rocks near Oldwick caftle are fingularly wild and hide- 
Qns, projecting into the ocean in the moft formidable ana 
gigantic ihapes. Whac you have faid, on a fimilar occafion> 
ia juftly applicable here : ^' Many of the clifi^s are hollowed 
^' quite through, fo as to form moft magnificent arches, whiph 

* Ttmera, Book viii. 
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So OLDWICKCASTLE. 

^ the fea rulhcs through with y9& noUe and impetuofit)^> aibitS^ 
^^ iiig the moft ai^ft pieces of fernery J* 
^ OtDwicK Castle i& a curioua tower^ aad muft be a building; 

of great antiquity. It feems to be but a finall improvement of 
the circular ftrufhires * mentioned in my laft t it is built with. 
cement^ and is iquare ; in all other re^)€£):s it refembles them>. 
and is evidently built after their modeU There are finall cham- 
bers within the body of the wall> which is therefore enormoudy 
thicks and narrow ftairs of communication between the up- 
per and lower apartments : theie open into the hall or area of 
the tower^ in which there is no veftige of there haying been anyr 
divifion. The outfide of the building fcarcely fhews any thing; 
like windows^ only a few fmail fquore openings, which ieem t» 
have been left for obiervation. 

The higher parts of the wall are compofed of thin> fla^ drjr 
ftones^ which have been connefted with little or na mortar. Thi& 
caftle feems^ theref(ue> a fpecimen of one of the firft attempts of 
the inhabitants^ to build new fbrtrefles^ after gaining the ufe of 
iron toola> and becoming acquainted with the application of 
cement ; both: which> the circular towers in the wilds of Sutber^ 
land ^ve evidence, were utterly unknown to their builden. 

Through the moft inland parts of CaitbmfSy as well as alon^ 
die coaft, many remains of the round towers are yet to be {ttiiy 
and fome of the chambers in them acceflible : but none in any 
degree fo entire as thofe among the Sutherland mountains^ 
Here the acceis to them is eafier^ and the well-chofen ftones 

* In the nmning-ticle, p. 74> fiU. drcular tower. 
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have from time to time been carried away, fo that they arc in 
general reduced to formlefs quarries. 

I RECOLLECT to havc obfcrvcd, that Dr. hfPberfon^ in his 
^nfiquiiies cf Scotland, fays, "It would not be eafy to prove, that 
^* the Caledonians, PijSs, or antient Scots, had ftone buildings of 
** any kind*.'* I cannot well fubfcribe to this : yet muft attribute 
them to another people, the Danes, who invaded Scotland about 
86o« No wonder, that now the ruins of fuch uncemented piles 
ihouM be for the mod part but a fhapelefs heap : — the greater 
wonder U, that there 0iould be remains of them at all. The asra 
whien they were inhabited, cannot be placed at lefs than fix or 
ieven hundred years diftance \ for the Danes evacuated the main 
land of Scoland in the beginning of the eleventh century : yet I 
believe they were, for fome time after their retreat, poflcffed by^ the 
chieftains of the country. It is probable they went into dif- 
ufe when the inhabitants of the north of Scotland learned to 
work in wood and iron. But the fpacious remains of feveral 
of thefe ftrong towers, are expreflive monuments of power 
vefted in chieftains and heroes \ and of fubordination and dis- 
cipline among their vafTals, at early periods, 

Ok8 is much difpofed to think of the ^* feaft of Ihells," in 
thefe halls of antient heroes \ and to ruminate on all thofe cir- "^fff^ grv^-*^ /yr#v^^ 
cumftances^ with rcfpe^ to them, fo particularly celebrated by /'^i- / f 

the fon of Fin^ah But how (hall we reconcile oppofing teiUmo* 
fk% ? the heroes appear in burniflied armour, and ^^ fteel min« 




^ P* jflo of that admitablo pcrformaQce, 
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t^ BRAAL-CASTLE. 

** gles with &cc\" at a time when a hammer was not lifted^ nor 
. a trowel ufed in the palaces of their princes. 

Braal-castlb is a very antient ftru£ture» built a good deal in 
the ftylc of OJdwick ^ but with feveral improvements; the 
chambers in the wall, arc faced with fquare (tones thoroughly 
fmoothed -, and a bench is raifed all round for fitting on> except 
where the apartments communicate with the hall^ and each 
chamber has a window looking into the fields* The ftair-qafes 
are more fpacious, and the whole building thoroughly cemented. 
£raal I fhould apprehend to be much older than Frejwiel caiUe $ 
and the ftylc of building thefe fortrefles> would every age receive 
improvement^ until the laft century, when Gumtig^^ Sinckir,, 
and Akirgal caftles were built^ which are palaces when €oni>pM:e4 
with Oldwickf Bvaalj qc Dilred. Places of ftrengtb aad de^nci; 
are now na longer of any mocneAt ; lightnefs aad ekgaKe^ aa 
\n other parts of the kingdom, are become the charaAoriftics o£ 
die principal dwellings. 

. The country round Braal is fertile and pleafant : ipme aged 
trees ipreading near the caftlcj^ have the richer elFe^, on account 
of the uniform barrennefs of the neighbouring grounds. The 
^ower ftands on an eminence » the river Tiurjb runs by, and 
yields plenty pf faknon. A large plot of garden-ground is en^ 
olpfed with high walls ; fome waU^is in it are well laid out, amidft 
raw& of fjruit^rees^ bearing plenty^ oC apples, pears;, a^ cher- 
i3esu> This> ii^ the twelfth centuiy^^mas^ occafionaUy the refidence 
of the earls of Caitbnejs \ the biihop had a dwelling near.. 
Braal is fituated four or five miles up from TburfOj beyond are 
rough mora0y comaioa^ .wkiclt ftequemlp)r vary into very ftony 
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DILRED-CASTLE. 

4 

ground ; tbinecimes the ibatum of rock entirely deftitute of foil : 
thence very tedious patiis winding through the heathy to avoid 
the boggy grounds^ and rougher parts of the hills ; for near to 
Diked^cafiUy which is twelve or fifteen miles from the coaft, the 
country becomes mountainous. 

DiLMD has a moft remarkable fituation : built upon the top 
of a fteep circular rock^ rifing almoft perpendicularly out of the 
banks of the fhurfi, and overhanging its craggy channel, there 
is on no fide accefs to it> but by climbing i fome Heps feem to 
hav« been fafhioned up the one fide of the rock ; but they are 
too ill executed, to yield any thing but a dangerous path : oppo- 
fite to it are feveral exceedingly pidureique and rugged clifEi» 
which bound the courfe of the river to a confiderable diftance on 
either hand. On the top of an adjacent precipice is an enclofed 
burying-ground, with a number of mols^grown grave*ftones 
in it» 

In the more champaign part of Caitbnefs, the beauty of the 
farms is remarkable $ many of the corn-fields of great extent^ ihew- 
ing a rich uninterrupted verdure> for feveral miles together. 

TiTE environs of a fine lake near to WaUen^ were peculiarly 
pleafant. Two miles from H^aiten down towards the coaft^^ in 
the midft of a marfliy heath, there is a very compleat circular 
fi>rt, it feenis almoft entire, being raifed of earth and turf, 
without any ftones in it, there has been no temptation to 
deftroy it. This moat confifts of two thick and well-raifed ram* 
parts, drawn in a perfeft circle, the one within the other, and 
between them a wide trench, very deep and full of water. Al<* 
though the ditch is a good deal choaked up, with-ihe grafs and 
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86 INUNDATIONS OF SAND: 

jdo aflfure you, the labour of this abridgment has coft tne more 
pains than all the reft of my work. This hiftorical account I beg 
leave to add, as a proper appendage to this book.— — Butj to 
continue my tour. 

June 23d, I went from Rater to Tburfo. The road for (everal 
miles lies along a fmooth extenfive beach of fand, which feems 
to have gained upon the country ; for in the midft of it there 
is a confiderable mount, which on examination proved to be the 
remains of fome farm-houies. 

The neighbouring fields are very level, and I obferved the 
fand (liU floating with the wind towards them. It muft loon 
deftroy more arable land, if fome expedient is not fallen on ta 
ftop its progrefs *. ^ 

Thurso 

■ 

• " J have more than once, on the eaflern coafts of ScodamJ, obferved the 
" calamitous ftate of feveral extenfive trafls, formerly in a mod fiouri(hing 
** condition, at prefent covered with fands, onllable as thofe of the deferts oJF 
'• Arabia. The parifli of Fu^^ie, in the county of Ahrdetm^ is now reduced to 
<* two farms, and above jf. 500 a year loft to the Errol fiiraity« aa appears by the 
*' oath of the fadtor in i6od» made before the court of feffion, to afcertain the 
'« miniller's falary. Not a veHige is to be feen of any buildings* unlefs a frag* 
" mcnt of the church. 

*« The cllatc of Couhin, near Forres, is another melancholy inftance. This 
" trafl was once worth £,. 500 a year, at this time overwhelmed with (and. 
«* This ilrange inundation was ftitl in motion in 1769, chiefly when a ftroog 
" wind prevailed. Its motion is (b rapid, that I have been a/Tur^d, that aji 
'* apple-tree has be^n fo covered with it in one feafon, that only the very 
** fummic appeared. This diftrefs was brought on about ninety years ago, and 
-#c ^21 occafiotied by the cacting down fome trees, and pulling up the Bent or Star 
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Thurso is fituated at the bottom of a fpacious bay of tbat 
name> coirered on t^ north- eaft by Dunnet-beady and bounded 
on the weft by another very bokl promontory. It is a very ca« 

** which grew on the fand-hilJs ; which at lad gave rife to the ad of 15 Gtcr^iU. 

c. 33. to prohibit the deftruflion of this afeful plant. 

I beg leave to faggeft to the public a poffible meant of putting a ftop to thefe 
'* deftrndire ravages. Prouidence hatk kindly formed tlii« plant to grow only 

ia pure fand. Mankind was left to qiake. in after-times, an application of 
** it fuitable to their wants. The fand-hills, on a portion of the FUntJbir§ 
'* ihores, in the parifh of Llana/a, are covered with it naturally, and kept firm 
^* in their place. The Dutch perhaps owe the exigence, of part at left of their 
" country, to the fowing of it on the mobHt filum^ their fand-banks. 

" My honuoe and amiable fiaeBd, tkc late Bet^amm &«7/i#gjfir#f, EAj; re« 
" commesded the fowing of this plant oa the faady wilds of Nprfolkt that its 
** matted roots might prevent the deluges of fand whichr that county expe« 
" riences. It hat been already remarked^ that wherefoever this plant grows, 
** the falntary tWtOiz are foon obfervcd "to follow. A fingle plant will ^x the 
^< iand, and gashcr it into a hillock ; diefe hillocks, by the increafe of vege- 
^* tattbn, are fi^mesi iota larger^ till by degrees a barrier is made often againft 
*' the encroaclifflcats of the iea ; and might as often prove preventative of the 
" calamity in queiUon. 

*' Icannot^ therefore, but recommend the trial to the inhabitants of many 
*^ parts of North Britain. The plant grows in moft places near the fea, and is 
*« known to the highlanders by the name of Murah ; to the EngUJh by that of 
'** Btnt-Jtar^ Mai^grafi^ at Marram* Limueui calls it Jrutub artnaria. The 
" Batch call it Hilm. 

<« This plant hath ftifF and (harp-pointed leaves, growing like a ru(h, a foot 
*« and a half long : the roots both creep and penetrate deeply into their fandy 
'* beds : the flalk bears an ear ^vt or fix inches long, not unlike rye : the feeds 
" arefmalU brown, androandi(h. By good fortune, as old Gerard' ohCervea, 
'* no cattle will eat or touch this vegetable, allotted for other purpofes, fub^^ 
'? iervientto the ufe of mankind." T. P. 
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pacious, and may in general be a pretty fafc road j but When 
there are ftrong winds from the north -weft, a very heavy fea 
muft come alhorc The harbour is formed only by the fea'a 
flowing into the channel of the river : the ve0cls lie-to for 
loading and unloading at its banks. Their trade chiefly arifca 
from the export of com, oatmeal, falmon^ herrings, and other 
ftaple commodities of thb country i and in bringing home fuch 
articles as are required by the inhabitants, for cloaths, building, 
luxuries: wood, iron, wines, fait, fugar, (^c, 

J WAS told, that in fome years there is grain exported from 
Caiibnefs to the extent of forty thoufand bolls. 

The pvckut church of Tbur/^ was of old the bifhop of Cahb^ 
nefs^^ chapcL It is a large ftately building, but not ornamental. 
The divifions of the gothic window are mafly, not elegant i no 
way equal to the church at Tain. The caftlc in which the bi- 
ihopy refided, ftood on a rocky mount a little weft from the 
town. The remaining walls ihew that it has been ftrongly built, 
and defenfible. . There feems to have been apartments in the 
thicknefs of the wall, fomething like thofe of Bra4U caftle ; but 
the whole is fo entirely ruinous, as not to admit of a pofitivc 
defcription. 

Thb head^land which ftretches north into the feafrom Scrabfier^ 
is full of horrid caverns i at a great diftance from the precipices, 
thpre are gloomy openings in the green, like wells or pits i on ap^ 
proaching the verge of thefc, one bears the fca roaring at the 
bottom I and can fometimes obfcrve the wbiteocfs of the fpray 
foaming beoeath in the abyfl[e«« 

SSVSRAL 



CONTINUAL DAY. DIFFICULT ROADS. S9 

Several of thefe fubterrtoeous vaults open to the fea, in 
noble cavesj with loftjr entrances. And a little way from the 
main-land cliffs^ are fome finely infulated columns, large tower- 
ing mafles of rock ; in many places cleft, fo that the fea-fowl 
find fecure abodes in the dark recefles within. 

One need not fay that here at this feafon is a great length* 
but entire continuance of day. I have made the experiment at 
what is commonly termed midnight, and found there was no 
deficiency of light, to difable one from reading or writing with 
eafe. 

Juke 24. Find that I (hall be under the necefHty of returning 
the horfes by the eaft coaft, to meet me at Tain^ having formed 
the refolution of going round to Rofsjbire, through the moft 
mountainous parts of Stratbnaver. Large horfes cannot take 
that route, not only on account of the exceeding roughnefs of 
the rocky heaths $ the difficulty of the paths among hills, where 
climbing is often neceflfary, and the dangerous nature of the 
fwamps and morafly grounds : but, as it is . not prafticable to 
carry corn and hay into the wilds $ the finding of good grafs be^ 
ing extremely precarious, and provender of any kind very dif* 
ficult to be obtained ; all they who wiih to penetrate into the 
more remote and ^tkxt diftrifts of Stratbnaver, muft be fur- 
nifhed with the hardy ponies of the country ; a breed, I believe, 
originally from the Orcades. Thefe being accuftomed to climb 
among rocks ; to jump between hillocks among bogs ; to feed on 
birch-leaves, or any green ftufF that grows among the hills, are 
the only proper horles for the journey. I was favoured with a 

N . couple 
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eouple of thcfe, and guides who could ipeiak both the Erfe and^ 
EngUJh languages, b7 Mr. Sinclair^ of Scotfcalder.-^Sz^i fomc 
planting riiing round hrs feat, about five mflet fouth-wcft front^ 
Tbttrfo^ and fcemingly in a thriving way. There arc fome good^ 
trees in the gardens at Weflfieldy a feat within a few miles of the 
fermer. C^t. Dunbar, the proprietor of the laft, has latdy dlf- 
covered fome excdlent marl, in the bottom of a loch on his 
eftate : its good eflFcfts arc ^ready obfervabk in the richnefs of 
the neighbouring farms, and m the luxuriance of his fields* 
The houfe of fFefiJield is a fquare tower,, but a modern building. 
The rooms are large and elegant. The roof is flat, defigned 
for walking on, and commands the profpeS of a pitafant 
eountry. 

June 25th. Rode down to the coaft at the kirk tyf Rar, had- . ^ 
for ievcral hour» the pleafure of Mr . Pi^pre^ c onvcrfation, who* yS^ ^-^7^ 
has already made himfelf known* to- you, ^y his account of 
the antiquities, and other things remarkable in thefe coun^ 
ties *. I received much kiftru£Hon and entertainment from< 
hi^- free communication* of whatever farther occurred on thefe 
fiibjcdts, or had reference to the objefts of my jaunt, and (hall< 
as I pais along ufe his obfervations, ta correft or enlarge my 
own* 

Ws faw a fermer fowing ; it appeared' to me a very late feed^^ 
time, but he faid he was as eafly as ufiial, ax^ would Iky a bet 
to haive harveft as ibon as any in Scotland. The (btl of that lot 

•* ScrToHin JtadL 1779. 33^.. 
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of ground indeed ^ijUpeculiarly warnii (andy, and dry : but 
the grain in the neijKourhood is feldom much above fix weeks 
in the ground^ until, the crop is ready, for beii^ reaped ^. 

A SHORT walk led. to SanjUey a fpacious feat, placed on a 
rocky mount, which however the proprietor is with infinite 
labour leveUing at top. The fituation has been the choice of 
a former age : it is. furroundcd with a foil naturally barren ; its 
nigg^dnefs is ho?^ve|^Kt giving pUce .to the improvements of 
^riculture and art. ^^ 

Mr. Innes is every day making the face of his lands put on a- 
more polifhed appearance. His parks of lb wn gprais, (a circum- 
(lance new in this country) yield quantities of the fineft hay : 
and myris^ds of firs are rifing in inclofures of great extent. 

Th£ coaft here is formed into fmall baysj correQ)onding with 
the openings of the dales or vallies, which run up between the 
ridges of the hills ; thefe have generally a pretty level beach^ 
ipterfperfed with few rocks, and compoied of pebbles, fhells, 
and fand. But where the intermediate mountains ftretch into 
the ocean, their fronts are immenfely bold, lofty, and rugged ; 
often fhattered into the ftrangeft piles : fome of thefe aflume the 
appearance of huge pyramids placed on the (hore, others rifing 
perpendicularly from the ocean, and entirely, feparated, at various 
diftances from the main, are diverfified by the ftrangeft variety 
of forms : here like irregular fpires, and vaft towering columns, 
with lefter obeliiks.by them : there of fp^ciom front, and pro- 

* The fammer here is far ihorter than that of SMrim, where the whole opera^ 
lion of ploughing, fowing, and reaping, is confined to fifty-nine days. 
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digious magnitude^ clefced to a great hfjjyit from * the fea^ fa 
that in various direflions they may be failed through and' 
through-; and in the deep recefles of thefe enormous cells the 
fea-fowl remain unmakfted and fecure i even when the winter- 
ftorm makes the heavieft billows of the AtUtntic roar around' 
them. Some of the largeft of thefe are covered with grafs, and' 
it has been in agitation to contrive a method of getting iheep or 
goats put upon them. That would make the profped ftill more 
romantic. The precipices are in general animated with multi>^* 
tudes of coots^ gulls, kitty wakes, &r. and the whole prefents a 
field of the moft noble and'wildeft (fcenery; ! attempted to give- 
an idea of fome of thefe by drawings, but found my (ketches* 
very inadequate to exprefs the- grandeur of thefe enormdus 
rocks. 

The hofpitality of thefe ooafts' appears no lefs romantic than* 
the fccnery. The being a ftranger^ feems to be a title to every- 
office of friendihip, and to the moft diftingutihed marks of atr 
tention and- civility. Enter 

S T R A T tt N^ A V E Rl 

June a6. Was accompanied by Mr. MKay oi Bigboufe^ and* 
rode feveral miles over a very coarfe heath, interfered with^ 
deep floughs, which kept the horfes ^ perpetually jumping. 
Thefe fields are often rocky, and feemingly too fttibbom to be 
ever much reduced to human ufe. At noon wc turned round a* 
craggy hill, and came down into 
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STRATH-HALLAD-DALE, 

and were (oon in fight of Mr. M^Kay^s featj which formed a 
complete contrail to the rugged fcenes on the way. It is fitu- 
ated at the mouth of a fmooth flowing river^ on a bank which 
commands an extenfive profpeft of the Tea, and fronts one of 
the fweeteft of thofe dales, that are the habitable parts of Siratb- 
naver. It is a rich but narrow valley, which, for feSreral nliles, 
divides the {nountainS) and forms a' winding plain on each fide 
of the river. If produces fine natural grafs, which grows fuf- 
ficiently long to be- cut for hay i and the foil is eafily tilled. . 
The improvements of agriculture are here much ftu^ied, and 
make confiderable. progrefs : but when the views of the proprie- 
tor extend beyond the dale, and he attempts to gain upon the 
hilli the foil is fo perplexed with rocks, and interwoven roots . 
of fbrubs, that the expence of labour in reducing it, renders the^ 
purchale dear. 

In the dale the climate feems fiifficiently warm. Thi: appear-' 
ance of the gardens^^as unexpectedly pleafing.^ In. a fpot en^ 
dofed with fuch barren ridges of: rocky hills, one does not look . 
for fuch a difplay of luxuriance ; the borders decked with va* 
riety of the richeft flowers> plenty of wall-fruits ; apples, pears» 
pluhis^ cherriesi which are often as early ripe z% 2X Edinh^ghi 
beds of mel6ns and cucumbers; and whatever can give variety^ 
or grace the entenainments^.of the, table. 

A FEW miles jup the river^ on; the fide of a hill, there are feveraL ^^A^a-<— ^ 2S 
earns, the fupppfed monuments of heroes who fell in battle: on 
one rifing ground, pbferved a well-ihaped taper monument, about 
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eight feet high; on another, one in a.form df a cro6 i but no 
fculpture on either *. 

From an acja^cent hill, was prcifentcjd -with a^icw oCthc.qfipft 
mountainous pj^-ts. of Stratbnflver^ region* that fccmp4 W miogl^ 
with the clouds. The mprc immenfe and diftaqt fprpmit* of 
the mountains rofe frqm the horizon into, the lky> like thia 
* blue vapours, foftened with ihades, fcarcely difting^ifliat^c; frpi^ 
the azure of the firmament. The medium through whiph w:e 
fee is blue. All objefts partake of it, in pFopor tion to. their 
diftance from the eye. When very remote, they fecm entirdy^ 
to lofe their own natural colour, and put on the-tioge^ of the 
pure aether. . When mountains appear npay to tjie tin^, of a 
clopdlefs.fky, both their Gze and diftance n>ay be depended on 
to be greajD . 

The eye ranging over, the plains of Mgjpt^ and catching 

the blue poiqt, of a pyramid, frpnv the colour copcludfus. the 

diftance, and wonders at the greatnefs of the pil<^ f." 

Th£. Stratbnavir mountainsi toward^ which- 1; m^ft no^ bend 

my, way» are in gigiumc forms* looking over the vaft tra& of 

intermcidiate country^ with alL tha; airy. blvf!nei«» whijcb can 

indicate them lofty and remote. 






A 



<r^ 



^ • SQQ^e miUadiftapt there, are fiiniIarappe«fanoes«€)p arii^grpoiid neir 

fi^C^ DaU'Haroliig on the river Navir* There axi exfi^n^ye level iQOOr i^ ,ftiil called* 

in the Er/e language, " the Field of Blood:*' and the njamber of earns and rade 

obeliiks point it oot to have been the icene of a6^ion that has terminated (brae 

MieniS^oAp and.whtfe.eoMneat'perfaBa^hadfidleii. 

t Efiaf'OO'Briats. 
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STRANBJfeD VESSfeL. iClENERY. 95 

June 27th. ^Proceed along the iiorth coaft, weftward. Vrom 
Strafb-ballad'dale, the fame rough i*oads continue. At the 
diftance tff fiJc or eight rttiks,. thty lead down to 

STRATH T-BAY. ^ 

There was a ftranded veflel lying on the lands^ Shfe had beert 
run aihore in a ftorm^ and beat fo far up^ that fhe cannot be got 
afloat again. They have not timber to prepare a launch : but 
a iiumber of rtien are employed in turhihg the courfe oF a ri- 
^Irt, that, forining its channel where the velJel lies, it may 
iAt^ her way to the fea. 

AbOuT four or five miles further weft, another valley opens 
to the fea, . called 

A R M I S - D A L E. -^ 

This is a dreary folitude, tferrtiinating in the wildcft rocks 
*pon the fliore: its very bottom rugged, barren, altogether 
Bninhabited. The fcenery biecom'es more auguft and gloomy, 
the craggy broWs of the hills fi-bw'mng oVer the dale, make one 
tremble to enter it. The country, from the oppofite height,. 
puts on the moft ddblate and forlorn ^pearance. The wild- 
ttefs continually increafing, the paths become more rugged, every 
avenue among the hills, perplexed with rianges of immenfe 
ftones, renders travelling extremely difficult. For ieveral miles, « 
the beft road which the guides ceuM tikt^ was in the ehaamH 
•f a tivislet, and its bed #as (ta (mh being fmdoth : noHriiig tb - 
lie fetn ^rt>and but a wifderildk c(f rotks. Afbr ftrugglihg on for 
irireral miles,, by following the courfe of the ftream, we were led 

to^ 
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to the fhoTt, at a place where there was a final! traft of green 
fields adjoining to fome fifhermen's houfes. There feemed forne* 
thing very comfortable even in the look of thefe, after having 
wandered many hours in fo dreary and unhofpitable a defert. 
Thefe I fhould fuppofe to have been the demefne, belonging 
to the adjacent caftle of 

B O O R V E. 

This very antient fortrefs is fituated on a lofcy oblong rock 
riling out of deep water^ and inacceflible on all fides but by 
a very narrow neck^ which joins it to the precipices on the main. 
The cliffs are here about one hundred and fifty feet high : that, 
in particular^ on which the cafUe is built. The area round the 
building is upwards of two hundred feet fquare. The vaulted 
paflage, formed by nature, through and through the rock be- 
neath, is well dcfcribcd by Mr. Pope *. 

This tower is underftood to have been once the refidence of 
Tbarkel, one of the famous buccaneers in the tenth century, 
mentioned by Torf^eus ; and (as will be obferved when mentioning 
the conflifts of the clans) was befieged and deftroyed by the 
earl of Sutherland in 1555. 

The coafl is here disjoined into larger mafles, forming a 
number of rocky iflands, fome of them of confiderable extent, 

* Through the rock upon which the tower ftands^ there is a paflkge below 
of two hundred ftet in length, like a grand arch orTaalt, through which they 
row a boat. The paflage is fo long» that when you enter at one endjt yoa 
fancy that there is no poffibility to get out at the other, tt n/ia nftrfa : it ii.ooe 
of the moft curious natural arches, perhaps, in the known world. ^« J? Z-O • 

at 



COUNTRY AROUND FAR- »7 

lit viuiotts diftanccA from the &oi«e. From the promontory be- 
food the caftle of Bcnve, there is a moft extenfive view of there» 
•U the way to the firth of t^m. 
That promontory covers^ on the eaft^ die bay of 

FAR. 

Several good hou&s with farm-lands lie along the Ades of the 

bay ; at the bottom of it ftands the church, and near it there p ^ P 

is a vdi^carved momimentj with fn oma^ne ntal crofi upon it : ' y^^ ^ ^ 

aad from the ncfat^ilance of the n^orkj it is probably of a 

fimBar date with thofe at AhirUmvj and on Tarbei-nefi. 

NsAR the church of For, there is a very tolerable inn : 
our hor&s got provender, and theis leemed no want of good 
accommodation. 

TiiswcE we liook an inland route, and it appeared that we 
inent ftraigfat xip intt) the country, although the intention was 
to keq» aloiig die north Ihore. Where there are no ^ oads, one 
muft make whatever fweeps the prudence of the guides think 
neceflary, to avoid the fwamps and marfhes, or inacceffible 
parts of the mountains. In the courfe of this circle, we pafled 
ehmqgb a finafi iiut cultivaced pkun, in a kind of open 
cmsttry; a riviaiot watered it, and its banks wc,Ge .enriohej 
widi dianikts and troes> ]»it after a jnfle dot tm^ pn, afcend* 
ing 4die tneig^iiKwiitiag heights, jdie wildoft appeacances .of jna- 
ture were renewed, and we had to ftruggle through die 
moft imeomfortable waftts, regions full iof daige looie ftonea^ 
among which it mu •often difficult 4o &oA foil enough to ticad 
on. 

O In 



98 BEN-LUGAL. HIDEOUS VALLEY, 

In the evening^ we found our way along the beach of a lake^ 
which, though ftony, yielded a fmoother and more pleafant path 
than any that, was to be found amid the rocky hills by whifcb 
it was bounded. A number of tufted iflands enriched the fiir- 
face of the large expanfe of water, and it held a mirror to the 
lofty mountain of Ben-lugal, which made a majeftic and pidhi- 
pefque back-ground to the Icene. On quitting the* lake, we 
turned north again down to the coaft, through rocks ftrowed 
over, a narrow, deep, and gloomy valley; The mountainous 
yidge by^ which it was bounded on^ the weff, terminated perpenv 
dicularly in precipices of enormous height. The craggy front 
proje£):ing over the declivity, had rolled vaft rocks into the 
bottom of the vale,, which greatly obftnifbed our way ;:and bther 
immenfe maiTes, feemingly loofe, hanging on high*, and threaten-* 
ing to tumble, every moment, down*, made the paflage. round' 
it hideous. But on gaining the oppolite fide of the mountain^ 
a more pleafant profpeft. opened l cultivated grounds ap-r 
peared. 

« 

TONGUE,. 

« 

-^ the feat of lord Rea^j difcoverable amidft groups of weU-grown 

trees ; ranges of others indofing gardens ;. a church and village i 

with fields of/frefli verdure,, ftretching down to<the banks of 

the firth;, all.confpired! to. £ban a chtarful and refrdhing 

• fcene. 

Sbvbaax^ iflands rife in the mouth of the firth-tof TVnrg'ir^, and' 
&mt of them are of confiderable extent ; but^not inhabited j one or 
cwo of them are a kind.of warrens, others yield variety of game.. 
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TOWN OVERWHELMED IN SAND. 99 

Near the ftiore, on the levelleft bank of the firth, there formerly "^ 
was a fca-port town, the public mart of Stratbnaver. The firth, 
indeed, within the iflands, forms a charming harbour. It had almoft 
ceafed to be remembered, that there ever was a town there. But 
on the ayth of 7«^ *7S^> * ^^^7 ^^^avy cloud of rain fell on the 
adjacent mountains : the fhowers were peculiarly violent, and -. 
their force impetuous % thefe congregated waters rulhing in a 
tboufand torrents down the hills, aflembled in the deep-worn 
channel of the dale, and foaming through with their whole 
united force, exerted it in fweeping an extenfive bank of fand 
to the fea. On its removal, the ruins of the town were difco- 
vered J whole ranges of buildings appeared, which had lain from 
time immemorial beneath the (and : an additional proof of the 
devaftations occafioned by that dangerous and fludhiating 
foil. 

In thefe parts, commonly called lord Reafs country, there are ^ 
feveral rivers that. yield falmon. About fourteen men are em^ 
ployed on the Naver, and they catch feventy or eighty barrels 
in a feafon. HepCj Dumefs, Layford, are but fmall rivers, and 

4 

altogether do not yield more fiih than the Naver does alone. 
Thefe falmon are fent round to Findbarn in boats that carry 
calks for them, and are thence fhipped to the proper markets, 
along with what are caught on the coafts of Moray ^ &c. 

There arc about eighty tons of kelp made annually on this. -^ 
coaft. Leaving Tongue^ pafled by an old. fquare tower, called ^ 
Bar-caJHe^ or Cajlle-varricb, placed on a rugged mount, corn-- vf^y^^ ^^ S 
manding a full view of the firth all the way down to the fea, 
and refted, jfor the night, in 

O 2 R I B B Y- 



too ENCHANTING SCEiaEilT, 

_ RIBBY-DALE, 

a rdrtiamic opeii valiejr, beyuhdtd hy rugged and lofty tnooft^ 
tuins : a lafgc rivufct pours its trlcJir cutrWH: in ferpcrttiirc ifrinrf- 
ings thrOttgh the dtle, Tiefe stnd there ovcrfhadowed with trccs^ 
tof Vaf ibxjS fize : aH «M>und, 'thfc eye is pfreTertted tnth objecfts. 
tnoft tttajeftkadfy wild : <>n ohe hand, the B:^dhy heaths, whith 
ftrctch isp into the mowntfiSn Bm-b&pti "Oh the bthcr, the ^ffk 
fiai ind h«ge precipices which tife biejrohd J'lwiftof. On the 
licith, a vfery rocky afdttit to the chiggy bmrnence ^$Aitn Bar- 
tafik fttods s lytit on the Ibtfth, inmoft diftinguilhed ln^;nificencey 
is ftaired die lofty mooritasn of B^tn-^b^ah It r Hes immecfi^tely 
from the dale, to a^rodigiods and precipitous height : its hoMt 
fi<m€, towerkig almoft tb the zetiith bf die fky, h loft in clouds 
and mift; and ieems to confift of regions void of vegetation : 
mxtvsbit fjiafies cff rock, ^fbhried into dfffe of vinious fomn, in^ 
terwrougftt l^if h trfees ttidflirubs, and fcattcred* pieces df ver- 
dure, h^t ftrike the vicW ; tfregtJir belts -c£ wood, ftrewed 
along the dedivitits frofti where the precipices tnd, confthute 
the^glrdfc bf its<n6niiolisT>afe, which, ftterGhihg dotvnamid the- 
fofbcfr tciuties -of the dalfc,-ifrikfrs a Vety grand and pleafarit. 
bmditcape. 

Had biic only to. admire fliis lb Tariotis and nbbte fceneryi 
and rtbt travel thttw^ tile hbrrH ^aflis, by Whidh the leriilhi- 
taoii fe '6btaihed; it ^ould 'be 'extremely delightfuL-^Th^y ^re 
ahmningns Widx flie difficulties of to-morrow*s roufcf but the 
hop*^4rffefci*g die celebrated IHtniX i)ofnadinayh^vi\Qtt%ewtf 
other carej, and. aninutca the thoughts Of ttejb^iriiey. 



JOURNET TO DORNADILLA* tot 

Juv£ 28. Having laid in provinoas for the way^ at Ribby^ 
itk^ I fee out early in the xnoraing to be conduced to that 
fimous tower. 

I inrikBMTOims that the direft coucle thither lay between the 
siQunoaifiis 9C Bet^-bigal and Ben-Jbape i but the guides iaemed 
^ottvittced, that there the numberlefs pooisi and molTy ground 
Mocnsd into bog by peqietual fbreanos fronv the hills^ formed 
fook a labydntfa of i)ciagks» that thsy could not undertake to 
caniyoiir bttk cararao £ifdy through s and k was found necef- 
fury to have an additionad guide, more particularly acquainted 
wkk Ac :mutt we were jk> take. Qtur way was to be fought acrofs 
the nmuntaia .tsf 

BEN- HOPE. "^ 

Its top (ectas divided, and Ihows a hollow in the n^iddle : 
throt^h that diftant valley were we to advance into the country 
beyond. The morning douds wcpe refting between the tower- 
iag iummits of the mountain^ as in regions of fuperior tran^ 
quiUity* When I €rft defcried Bm-hope^ and faw i«s fliapelefs 
htadrheavmg into the horizon, and ipreading like a vaft vapour 
above, beyond the other hills, I could have formed no idea that I 
flioaldbe under any temptationt of attempting to gain its fummit; 
yet this now became not only expedient but neceflary. We ad- 
vanced from the dalle direftly in front of the mountain; For 
fimetime the alccitt was perfe£)dy eafy ;. but the paths were to« 
be .fought (for fcaroe any two chafe the iame) amidft krgr 
mafles of rock which projeded from the foil i round ftones,. 
wd faiUocks covered with heaths filled the intermediate ipaces. 

f The 



102 DIFFICULT ASCENT OF 

The ruggcdnefs continued to increafe as we approached the 
fteeper parts of the mountain. The ponies wandered through 
with much feeming unconcern i but the danger of being thrown^ 
on fuch road, was confiderable. On fhowing an inclination to 
difmountj the guides told me, ^^ that I had better keep on 
'^ horfeback while the ways were good, becaule by-and-by I 
*^ fhould be under the neceffity of walking*" There was but 
little comfort in this admonition ; however, I trufted that they 
were exaggerating, for it was not eafy to conceive in what man* 
ner the face of the earth could be more horridly rugged. But 
ere we had advanced an hour, I found their obfervation had 
been pertinent and juft; their declaration became perfedUy 
realized ; there remained no more poflibility of riding. 

The vaft chafms dug out by the winter torrents pouring down 
the fteeps, were fo frequent and irregular, that no art could 
avoid them : in many places, the foil was entirely walhed away, 
and left the rocky mountain bare ; in other places, it was flag- 
nated in a foft and boggy itate, where one might plunge to an 
immeafurable depth. Where the flope at any time was more 
level, and free of rock and bogs, the heath was rank and fcraggy, ' 
and every part of the progrefs occafioned new fatigue. The ponies, 
left to themfelves, followed us with great dexterity, and kept 
regular pace with us, whether we ftruggled through the brake, 
or had occafion to jump and climb. 

Sometimes the afcents were fo very deep, and the ground pre- 
cipitous, that we were obliged to make large fweeps, by tra- 
verfmg, to gain upon the hills. This toil, however, was not 
altogether void of entertainment i here> pifturefijue and mofft- 

3 grown 



THE MOUNTAIN BEN-HOPE. loj 

grown rocks over-hung our way; there, paflfed the yawning 
gloom of fome horrid cavern 5 or, from the higher eminences, 
looked down on the furrounding world, aftoniftied at the great- 
nefs of the fcene. About noon we arrived at a level, where 
there was green herbs and coarfe grafs, and reded that the horfes 
might feed. This place it feems is the ufual ftage, where the weary 
travellers between thefe diftant dales refrefti themfelves with a 
portion of whatever provifion their prudence has carried along : 
it is a flat plot in the bofom of the mountain, fheltered round, 
except where it opens to the fouth*eaft. The day was pretty 
calm and the (ky clear 5 the air felt warm, though evidently 
purer. The fuperior diftindfcncifs of vifion was exceedingly 
pleafaBt», 

The profpcGt of the northern ocean, ihterfperfed with iflands, . 
and the prodigious cliffs that projedt along thefe bold and mounr 
tainous Ihores, fo extcnfive from . this high point of view, was 
elevating and grand. In one particular it: very much furprized 
me. F had tak«n a (ketch of the firth of Tongue, from Bar- 
caftky the preceding evening, and by that means had been par- 
ticularly attentive to mark its cffcft, and now found, that after 
half a day's journey, the diftancc fcarcely feemed. any thing 
increafed, nor any part of the profpeft lefs diftin^Uy marked. 
The outline of the buildings at Tongue was fo accurately defined, . 
I thought L could have run down^to it \n half an hour* 

Soon as they thought the ponies fuificiently refrefhed, we 
renewed our journey up the m^untain^. an.d got .into the clouds, 
which were hovering round its top. At firft the mift only obr 
ftrufted^ ov view^ by t. felt chjJly.as.we advanced... Whc;n we 
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began to open the horizon beyond, ibdden gufts of wind came 
down between the clifft into which the fummit of the niouncaia 
is divided i and the clouds were tofled about in eddies by the 
fqualls, until they fell in Ihowcrs of nungled fleet and raia. It 
became intenfely cold. The current of aif, loaded with thcfc 
lembryo-fttows, was extremely penetrating. We quickened our 
|)ace, to get beyond the hi^ieft part of our route, and foon found 
' the difiScuhy of furmounting Ben-bape was over, and that we got 
intb a milder climate again. 

But a Wid€ extent of delert country lay before us, and exhi« 
bited ^ moll liuguft pi£ture of forlorn nature. The profpeA was 
altog^her immenfe, -but wild and delblate beyond oonceptioa. 
The mountains prefented nothing to view, but heath and rock 2 
between them fomrdefs lsA:es and pools, daik with the Aades 
thrown from prodigiom precipices, gave grander to the wilder* 
fiefs in its moft gloomy foams. The proceeding iaco this wv« 
comfortable defert w^ not to be avoided. 

The dedivixy of the mountain for Ibsne time yiekled pretty 
good footing. The Hoping rocks were tolerably even, incerfperfed 
and conncAed with firm turf, and as the levelleft ridges could 
be followed in an eafy defcent, we made a moft expedick>us 
journey down a great part of the way. But, ttoo foon, we caoie 
to an end of that noble pavement. A dreary moor received m, 
in which none but the moft wratcfaed paths were to be ibund, 
^nd we got involved among iwamps uioce fiormidable than the 
' - - ruggedeft of the hills. At times the feiface bent and waved 

^nder our feet, while the preflure made the water from beneath 
ipring up in fnndl iftreams round every ftep. This progrefs was 

attended 
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DANGEROUS M0RA6S. I0| 

attended with the perpetual dread of fmking in the quagmire. 
One of the ponies plunged^ and was with difficulty extricated* 
The banks of rufhes were our greateft comforters i their matted 
roots made the furface firm ; where they were diftant, the paffing 
over the morafs became truly smarming. I thought we fliould 
have been fwaUowcd up. Far beyond the fight of habitation^ 
but thofe of eagles ; or of inhabitantj but wild-fowl ; and in- 
volved in thefe horrid fwamps> I ihuddered at the raib proce^ 
dure i even to fee the halls of Fingal, or of higher chiefs than 
him ! nor knew the premium that wotild hav« made me return by 
the fame way again. 

After about an hour we got through the marlh) and ad-« 
vanced over a rifing ground^ which gave a firmer path 5 and 
coming to the brow of a hill, which terminates the declivity of 
Sen-bope, and forms on this fide the boundai^ of S^atbmore^^ 
had die pleafure of looking down on 

PUN^DORNADILLA% 

aod foi^ot the fatigues of the day« This venerable ruin ^ig^i** 
fies the banks of a plea&nt river, which divides the df^* 7hf 
verdure of the valky, not without rifing coro» htctmo % <^\ZX' 
ing (bene in fo dreary a wildefncfs ; a ibUtary hamlet neAr ti» 
b<A*<3uItivated fpot, mingled a rund foftnefs with the vafi: .wi^dr 
iieft <ii the refl: of the pcoipedl:. Preceding racks» ibag^[Q(l 
with buflies^ and frowning with vafi: length of fiiadows along 

^ One of my views of thit -tQwer is epgrartn in ibe 5tii volame of the 
Arcbabgia, tab. XVIII. 

P the 



io6 INTENTION AND STRUCTURE 

the fides of the hills of immeafurable extent, many cafcades in 
deep-worn channels, ruihing down among them, muraiur their 
wild mulic to the winds and the echoing rocks ; for now no 
plaintive bard fits liftening ^' by the tree of the ruftling leaf." 
Pidturefque and lofty mountains terminate the view -, the head 
of one immenfely high in air, bending over its precipitous fides, 
feems nodding to its fall, and threatens the dale with its ruins. 
On every hand the fcenery is fuch, as gives Dun-Domadilla a 
fituation diftinguiffaedly romantic, magnificently wild. 

FnoM the anonymous account of the building, which is 
quoted in the Voyage to the Hebrides^ I expeded greater fingu-^ 
larity in its ftrudture i but it uniformly correfponds with what 
remains of the other circular towers, which have been the caftles 
of the chieftains in early ages. It bears a mofi: remarkable re- 
femblance to thofc in Gknelgy of whicji you have given fuch 
accurate views, and fo fully defcribed in all its parts, as to ren- 
der any further account aimoft unneceflary. I fiiould not have 
faid fo much, if it was not to vindicate you from a moil ground- 
lefs charge in a late publication. The perufal of your defcrip- 
tion * will be fuificient evidence of my aflertion. 

I CANNOT fee the fmalleft reafon for fuppofing that fuch edi- 
fices have been places of worihip. They arc with the utmoft 
ingenuity contrived to prove fecure and convenient dwellings* 
The inner wall of each feems uniformly perpendicular, fo that 



* Toar in $chU 1772, Part I. ad. edit. p. 390, 391, 39a, 393— ^fo p. %$o^ 
and 336, in wUch ihe varions kinds are folly defcribed. 
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OF THE ANTIENT TOWERS. 107 

in theie towers there remain no veftiges of their having clofed at 
the top^ after the manner of the recelTes in the carnsr But it is 
probable they may have had partial coverings of wood; the 
circles of ftones^ which projefl in fbme of them^ at an equal 
height^ all round the infide of the building» may have been for 
reding the ends of the beams upon. It is not an invincible 
argument againft it, that the builders do not feem to have had 
hammers, or known the ufe of iron ; for we find, that not only 
beams and planks can be cut, but compaftly> and firmly joined ; 
and even rich carvings executed, without the aid of inftru- 
ments of metal : of this the late voyages in the South Seas 
yield the moft finking evidence. But whatever floorings they 
may have had within the cafUes, they muft not have extended over 
all the area of the building ; for that would have rendered the 
halls dark and chearlefs i and as the apartments in the walls 
and pafTagcs are at prefent, with' evident defign, lighted by 
windows from within i that would have been a fuperfluous 
care, if they had above entirely excluded the day *• Some of 
the fquare openings, indeed, in the inner wall, as is jufUy ob« 
ferved by the anonymous writer, do not communicate either 
with the chambers or paflages, but are a kind of beaufets; but 
fare no one need perplex himfelf in confulting what they were 
intended to hold -, for fuch are common in all old buildings ; 

* If we allow authenticity to OJ^omU poems— the wind coming down in eddies 
ihroagh thefe openings, may have made the harps hung upon the wall produce 
' a wild colian tune, and utter diofe alarming founds in the night, that fuper- 
natural aufic, to which they often refer. 

P 2 and 



xd8 DUN-DORNAt>lLLA DESCRIBED: 

and here perivips haire been ^iiHched with dritikiYig-thtell^ ttid 
6t her ornamental utenfils, no lefs efteemed in thdr dzfy fhun 
now the finefl: porcelain 6t vafes of gold. 

The argument againft Dtm-Dormndilia's having been afottre&> 
becaufe it is commanded b^ ^ heighbouriftg hill, h notYalid^ 
Arrol^s from the adjacent emiftehce cotAd have no effect >, and it 
Js hot fo nigh, as that largfe ftottes coulid be thrown into the 
buildii^, and hOne but ^hoft of enOrtnous fiie coirld pcriBbly 
ft>ake any inifp^eflloh. It Appears to me placed in one of the 
bdl fituations which the extfendve dale affords. Tis oA a tifing 
^ound, fofficiently diftairt frOm the river not to be oveiflowed j 
Jirid covered on the nonh by the hiM, yet not fo neat- as to foffet 
FroA an enemy on it. 

This is by fer the moft efttire eircfular tower that I have fcen,. 
and probably the moft compleat of Che kind now extant : & 
rembt^ry iituated from the dwellings of men, it feems ortly v^ 
Have fuffercd frtorii the hmd of Wmfe. I obferved feveral nearer 
the cOaft, in Stratbnavery brit they 'were completely fiuiied> 
having afforded materii^ for dther adjacent buildings. Thia 
IS fiiid to bie but feveh tafles from 'thte nofth fliore, but it is a 
long Half-day's journey from the head of the firth of fengue r 
'the dale, a few miles down, opens into Loch-&ihol^ a very noble,, 
fafe, and extehtii^e harixHir 5 perhaps yielding in exccUehce only 
to Cromarty-bayy of any road in Scotland. 

The higheft parts of the walls of Dun-lDornadilla^ are not 

Z (^ f^Mt^ thirty feet, but muft have been much more ; for the door, which 

^ like that of the one in Suiberlat^ has^^^been at ieaft fix feet higfa> 

is at prefent one half of its height choaked up with rubbifii 

fallea 
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^len from the top. The bmlding is near fifty yards in circum- 
ference. The inner area twenty-Ieven feet diameter. There are 
three diftinft rows of apartmentsi, and pa0agcs^ witfcin the wall : 
I walked itp and down different ftairs from the firft to the fecond 
Aoipjr, but tbcfc to the tfliird feemed too confintM^-' p^feably . 
owing to msaay of the ftones being displaced or fallen in. 

This plaoe takes its name fiK>m a monapch, on vAsom our ^ 
early faiftorians harre 'betbMred that of D&madilla. He was, fay 
tficjr, a gfeat lumcer 5 firft eftabdifted taws of i5ie ehace * j reigned 
twenty-eight years in peace and plenty, and died tmfy two hun- 
ftped and thirty-fihtee years before Christ f . 

This valley, called Strasb-mcre fwm its liee, is alfo called ^' 
SPraA'ArinM%. Si'lhop StilUngfieei ttid,tzvoyx% to evince that 
jtrindalj the name *of the ftrath, and D^madil, the title of the 
tower, are eflentially the iame, and have reference to the emi* 
nent warrior wdo refided in the dale and built the tower. 

Thbrb » flifo a fragment of a very oM Erfi poem, to the 
'fime import, ftin repeated in^thefe parts* In this, Dun-Bomoi' 
diUa is celebrated, in a manner fomewhat fimilar to what you 
hzvc quoted with rdTpeCb to Oai/hal Teiltsb §• 

Dan DarDghil» mac DDiff> er antaobh ri m«ira do'ftrlui^ 
Seacht mile> Omair, ans an rod a racha na fir do GholPn. 

The general import of which^ I am informed,, may be gathered 
from the following Jincs :. 

^ S^ii. lib. a. 16. t Lijf^ dc Gfjl. Sf$tLS»J X Oijg. Bat. ftf; 

* § VoyagjB to die Hebrida* 34 

Sevea 
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Seven miles from ocean, in the chearfol inUe, 
Bafict the large tower where D^rmadilla reigni : 
From thence, when war or civil feudi prevail^ 
The warriors pour into the Catthmft plains. 

These traditional lines prove die ufe of the buildings : the 
numbers * and the contiguity of them in all parts of the norths 
as well as the ifles, fufiiciently (hew that they were not defigned 
for temples. There mufl have been more temples than houfes» 
or elfe thefe parts muft have been a nation of priefts. I will not 
admit the argument drawn from their being fituated always 
near to water t> becaufe water is generally allowed to be full 
as requifite for ceconomical as for religious purpofes. Neither 
will I allow that their circular form % gives them any better 
pretences to that facred title. The circles for that purpofe were 
formed of large upright (tones placed equidiftant. They are 
more or lefs numerous, or confiit of a greater or fewer num- 
ber of circles §, from the fingle circle to the more compleat 
arch-temple of Stonebenge. Such might be the horrid circle of 
Brumo 1, if the name ever exifted but in OJfiani for there are 
multitudes of that kind in Scandinavia ** $ and others indofing 
remains of heroes ft* ^^^ yourfelf have by no means neglefted 
enquiry ^ after the former fpecies of building, and found one 
inftance now exifting in Norway : and you have alfo quoted to 

^ Jrchebgia, V. 152. f The fame, 253*. % The fame, 152. 

§ See this esiemplified in Mmui Amiqua paffim. Borlafi Antiq* CprmwaU, 
183, V^ tab. xiii. ziv. || Jrcbstlogia, V. 252. •• DMifrg, 

Ufa. ill. ub. 2So. ft DalUirgt III. 315* lF§rm» Mon. Dan. 63. 

tX Toor in Sc^ih 1772, Part I. 336. 
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sne another greatly reiembling them, engraven in Dalbberg*% 
Suecia Antiqua & Hodiema. You likewife fufpeft a third 
(engraven in the fame work) to be referred to this clafs of 
buildings ; and in all the three inftances they are called towers 
or forts^ and not temples. Thefe likewife direA us to the na* 
tion from which they took their origin *• 

From this (brath weftward, the mountains ftretch up into the — 
monftrous cliffs of Edrabills : into the deep receifes of that 
jilfine region nature feems to have forbid all accefs. If the way 
is forced a little into fome rugged dale> the traveller is fur* 
rounded with a ftupendous inclofure of rock—and the over- 
hanging precipices of craggy hillsj towering on all fides immenie^ 
baffle perleverance. Its internal fcenery remains yet unexplored. 
"We turned fouthward up Stratbmore, and on climbing the neigh- 
bouring heightj found a plain of many miles lie before us, 
ftretching between the declivities of the hills. Large ipaces of 
the country there are flat> with much good pafture in them^ but 
the ground often very rough and fcraggy, interiperfed with 
pools. Thefe extenfive fields feem to be what is laid down in 
our maps as 

DIRRY-MORE FOREST5 -— 

But at prefent there is fcarce the veftige of a tree difcoverable 
in it. 

In paffing through this more level traA^ numerous herds of 
cattle came in view : near to one of the grafly fields where they 

• DMiirg, Ub. n« tab. Ixiv. ' 

were 
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were feeding, was reired the keepcr*s booths the moft wretched 
hovel imaginable ; with difficulty to be crawled into, and one 
could not ftand upright when within ; it fecmed the more com- 
fbrtlcfs and forlorn, on account of its diftance from any other 
human habitation. Yet here was ftraw for a bed, a bottle of 
. milk, and fome pieces of bread. It is polfible men may bfc 

'^C^ contented with fuch (pare accommodation^ with fuch hard and 
fcanty fare. I fttove in that cot to find (helter from a heavy 
rain, but foon found fuch confinement feem worie than aa op€& 
expofure to the fevdreft weather* 

— These pafture-gtxninds are bounded on the eaft by an exceed- 

ing rough mofs, ftretching far along an extenfive lake, called 
Locb-lcyai^ There the coarfe heathy atrived at the ftate of J(hnib«, 
made the paths difficult and tinpleafafit ; the mofs alfo, being 
interfe6bed with deep flotsghs, imd in many places morafly, tc 
was judged expedrent to go ftrait to the lake ; and its beach af- 
forded a moreeligible path, although covered widi very large rough 
^nes. Several iflands in the lake, of far fuperior verdure to the 
fielc& on Its banks, enliven the large expanfe of water, which 
ftretching feveral miles, far as the eye could follow it, was loft 
among the northern mountaias. 

~ Several miles to the fouth-eaft, fpreads Loch-Naver, a fine 

Jpiece ^f water, fix or eight miles long j a river running firom it 
communicates with the fea at the bay of Far, and brings fahnon 
Mp to the banks of the loch : the lofty hill of CUberg gradually 
rifing frbrii tlie weft-fide ttf the lake, enriches and protcfts the 
neighbouring foiL CUberg has much good pafture on it i round 
its fides are fcattered foreils of birch and hazel, which yield 

« ■ cover 
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cover for dctr, and goats and roes. It formerly abounded with firs, 
btit they are now t>nly difcoverabie by their withered remains in 
die IbiL The more level parts df the hill are occupied by herds 
and flockSj belonging to ibihe farms which enrich the banks df 
the loch. This faems one of the moft pleafing parts of Struth* 
naven The ibnth-weft end of the loch <omes within a few 
miles of 

MOAS-DALE, 



^•village fituated on a fine level fields watered by a fmall river^ 
which ipreads into ieveral branchesj and prettily divides the. plain r 
tbe grafly turf along tke banks is fmooth, even* and luxuriant ; 
the foil of the adjacent arable grounds feems naturally rich and 
fertile,aild their agricultuce attended with neither much trouble 
nor care* 

The inn where we are to fleep, is fuj^lied with all necefiary 
articles of refi'efhment; they are fbon to have even a feather bed» 
for the accommodation of travellers^ but I muft fleep on head^ y 
and the good woman tells me, " my flecp fhall be fweet,'* for^ ^C 
the rulhes that form the pillow were pulled with her own handj 
at fun-fet, frelh from the bog. 

June agth. The heath-bed has met with Various approbation.; 
Bucbanau * gives a good account of it. ^^ They place the roots 
*' downward, and the bru(h upward in fo artful a manner, that. 
<^ one fleeps upon them ibftly as on down :*' and dcfcribes the 

Q^ qualiciei 
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UNC^MFQrRTABtiE LOPQJNG. 
fitlh vigwf W ll»« wrtv^ fo " ti»t they wfe© li^ 4qwii ht 

te^j/^ iiilpf)Qrt| t^fi iaoM i4e«^ ^ ^ TilQ }ajF«r «f Heath WM DM^ 

''01^ i^ m4 el4ft)$« but i^ pliPt^ being in S^srer, dySUkS 
^ in* agreeable fn^paiiQe^ wfaloch; is vondtifu^lf tefirefking md 
• rcftorative." There is reafon to fulpeft the validity rf thefr 
y remarks.. Fatigue will Jead to foiHid repoie : fortunate hard!-' 
nefs of coiiftitutIon> improved by exercife and toil, reconciles* 
one CO Mf place of reft i but the htath-bed is far from pleafant 
OF ealy. I ftlt, honFev^is laft mght>. an addlti<Mial inconvenience ;. 
the bed prepared ^ me was near the fire-place,. confequendf 
ahfnoft under tkac opening in the roof which anfVers both for* 
die window and the chifYmey s it rained^ and die drift was Mown 
plentifully inr upon it s and I was (urprized, in the morning, to^ 
flnd-the inoyntains wiiite with a new fall of frtow r it was a mid- 
fiuBmer treat I litde looked for. The wind coming down from 
the kills, ft ill bearing the 'Oeet akm^, made the air intenfel/ 
<fold,' and piercing aS: in the dbad of winter* 
t Om Uarni^ Mmsi9-iak^ we- had again to leek otir way through^ 
the moft difagreeable moors,, chilled with the. northern Uafts,: 
and often wading on a moft uncertain bottom. After waader- 
ing e^y^ eme dt^ary hili,^ found fbme miles of good road, upon' 
ifte banks of a rhndet. The next hill, about nine miles. fh)m. 
JMpMiMMf, is rocky, thi ahrmft deftitute of foiL . On the top 
«£)t^ there is a pyratnid' of rough ftones,. ndfed as a. momi* 



•» Exwd. Ihia^GKik. 
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tticnt of the half-way ftage to Larg. Here xt is ofual for tra- 
tellers to reft a while ^ but the badnefs of the day, and the 
wind and rain^ induced us to pufii on. The day cleared up a$' 
1^ went down into the neighbouring dale, and wc found better 
Accommodation ^in a Icfs inclement fky. A very rural banquet- 
ting-houfe IS conftrufted in the middle of a green, and called 

LORDREAY'STABLE. 

A fhMoth plot of fine grafs is nearly encircled by the rivulet,' 

in the center of it is raifed a fquare mound of earth and ftones 

well covered with turf ; a fofa of the &me materials is very dex* 

teroufly carried round at a futtable diftance from the table, ^fyxt , 

<of one end is more particularly formed into the ihape of a largt 

<diaii^, and has been, evidently, intended for a feat of dillin£tion« 

But the* whole is fb entire, and in flich good repair, as to lay 

no claim to any thing of remote antiquity. I fuppofe it may 

Jiave been built this century, for the accommodation of lord 

ReBf% family, when,^ vifiting the fouth, they travel to and from 

dieir feat at Tongue. Here we fpread our viands, and refted an 

hour : the ponies fbtmd excellent paiture on the bank^ of die 

ftream around us. 

For eight or ten miles thence, found the country lefs rough 
' and hilly ; and if properly drained) many of the fields would 
iUnply repay th^ expence of cultivation. The bottoms through 
which the rivtilets run, ate often an extenfive level, and gene* 
rally of t rery frelh verdure. They might comfbrtaMy fuppprt 
a number of mted^itants ; and it is to be regretted, that the pro- 
prxetors pay no more attention to the peopling of them. To 
• ^ 0^2 the 
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the greateft part of Stratbnavir^ however, that obfervation will^ 
by no means apply.. As far as I could judgCy it is no furprize* 
that the more mountainous regions fhould be left wafte andr 
defolate. Thefe horrid wilds, in the heights,, are too rugged 
and ftubborn,. to indemnify the toils of agriculture i and in. the 
hollows between the hills, the-fwamps are coo deep and inaccefr 
fible, almoft ever to give place to the dwdlings of men. ^With* 
out much ipirit of prophecy, one may affirm, that thefe defert 
trafts will cemain uncultivated for ages, i that rocky wildcrnefs 
be for ever forlorn. Nothing but earthquakes or.volcanos can^ 
ever render them habitable^ 

Ij^ooK. back with pleafure to thoie lofty, mountains, leflen^ 
ing and recedii^ from the eye, am . fatisfied to have wandered 
fo long amid ft thefe wilds; they have left impreflions on mj^ 
mind that will not be eafily effaced : but muft rejoice -that I now^ 
can turn, to mose enlivening, proipeds.. The. finely- wooded 
banks of Loch-fiin are in view, with the church and village of 
Larg. From thence, . L leam,% there are good made roads;. a., 
moft agreeable circumftance, that has. been wanting for near a* 
hundred milesi and confiderably embarrafled the travelling. 

I AM convinced the interior parts of this country are very.^ in^ 
accurately laid down in the mzps.ofScoiland^ and the names of 
places are often either altogether wanting,^ or at. an amazing, y 
diftance from where they ought to be.^ I had Dorret*s map )( 
along with me^ and foimd much pleafure in ^ its accuracy, fa 
far as I applied to it for. afcertaining any diftaoces along the 
eafl and north fhores. . There they/feem marked with fuch fide*, 
lity, that one could fbt the time of reaching any particular place*. 

But 
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Biit here^ for inftance^ the dillance from Mouas-dak to tKe kirk 
efLargi meafures on the map but four or five miles^ yet they arc 
computed eighteen^ and the travelling of them has taken up the 
greateft *part of a day. 

L O C H - S H I N ^^ 

is a charming piece of water, of great extent, winding among /»^€ ^>f / 

the hilh ; the woods frequently ftretching down to the water's* ^ 

edge. One cannot command but a view of a few miles of it at 

a time : it is faid'to be twenty in length. Near to the kirk of 

Earg, che (outh-eall en4 of Locb-Jbin falls down in broad' caf4 

cades on each fide of a fmall ifland ; and being foon after con* 

fined into a narrow channel^ forms a river of- the fame name^ 

which pouring along with conliderable rapidityj winds its way 

towards the firth of Dornoch The river 

SHIN, 

foon a^r quitting the loch, increafes* its violence amidft preci-^ ' — ^ 
pkous banks, and roars beneath the (hade of overhanging woods. 
Within about two or three miles of the place where it faUs into /7 / - 

the firth, it forms a noble, and weighty. catarad,^by tumbling ^ />'^^^^^'^'^ ^v ^ 
over a great ridge of rock, which j-unsacrofs its courie. The fif^^^^ 3nO 
bellowing of the fall is heard - long ere it appear in view. The 
way is inti^jcate, through a birch wood, full of rocks and briers. 
One can proceed but flowly, and mull, be direfted by the 
noife.* That vaft cafcade muft be but feldom vifited \ for no 
path is found among the trees. The torrent hurls over a pre*- 
eipice of prodigious height, and the rock is excavated under- 

3 neatK 
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neach the faU, fo that a large void is left within* The whokf 
river impetuoufiy precipitated from abotFc^i thrown over to a 
great diftance from the foot of the rock, fuch an ample fpMe ia^ 
left in a manner dry within the catara£b, that^ as I was informec^ 
ibme have been bold enough to venture in and walk betweea 
the torrent and the rock ; but it did not appear to me practicable^ 
without the greateft danger. 
From the ferry at Invtr^Jbin% the 

FIRTH OF DORNOCH 

^ prefenta a pleafant profpeft.^ the rich banks of the firtb» Cfiowd^ 
ed with farmsi and animated with all the sq>pearaRces of i^ 
duftry ; fmall reO^ls failing up and down % people bufy prepar* 
ing for loading and ui^oading them \ fifliennen attending their 
nets ; the ferry-boats ready at a call ; the extenfii^ ptoQ)e& of 
the rich lands in Rofs-Jbire i and a good inn feen among trees 
on the oppofite Ihore. All this was not only comfortable, as 
promifing better accommodation i but yielded a variety of ce^ 
fleftion, as of fcenery highly delightful and entertainingi when 
compared wkh that ^tiigmxoa .and blank in Ufe^ whkh regiooi 
void of inhabitants exhibit to the mind* 



«r JvKE 30th. Stopped at DuH-ali/bi^g^ on the .fouth banks of 

the firth : it is a round tower^ alluded to by Mr.G^ou^ A 
good defcription i sgiye n bv Mr. MaUkni'^JLia the^w^volumc 
l^^jCAfJ^tf , of the ^^jr/cytiffniirieny repeated by Mr^ Jndtrfm. It 
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don-aushaig; monumental sroms. tty 

Rat been a very Aimptuoui edifice of the kind. The wall is 
twdw feet thick. Tliere are four chambers in it on the ground- 
floor, wich narrow padbget of conmtanication : about nine feet 
from the ground^ a circle of ftOHes projeds,^ broad enough to 
walk round the infide of the building. One Aep up fxom thefcj 
lour doors open to the apartments of the fecond ftory» which 
Kave aUb a commimication> by means of mrrnw flair-cafes, 
with ibme of the chambers below. The are^* of the court or 
Rail within, is twenty-ieven feet diameter. No part of the wall 
in this caftle, is now above fii^teea ftet high. The neighbour- 
ing inhabitants faid it was the tower of Ki$g^ and recorded the 
prodigies of Kisftrength.. I^beg the faipour of you to caufeto 
be engraven the exaft plan of the firft floor, and a^ ieftion <^ 
the chambers in both ftorie^ which I now inck>fe. It fupplies 
the omiffions in the print given in- the AtthaUgia *. 

BiTWBBN DufhaHJbsig and Tain^ i^ere are fevcral monumental v. 
ftones. Seven of them are remarkably diftinguilhed in the 
traditions of the country, and are iaid to be eref^ed over the 
graves of feven Norwegian princes : they had fought alliance- 
Wfdi the C^liicmian chiefs,, nutrried tn their families, and fettled 
among them s but were cut off in- civil feuds^. which arofe from 
their interferif^ ioterefts and daims* Tlie obdiiks alluded to 
have, however,, been ercAed at very diflfcrent scras. One at 
CimbUir feems to be of great antiquity s it is. placed on a cir- 
cular mount formed by art ; ia a rude ftone of about twdve 
ftethighf infcribed on it are feme mathematical figures,, and 
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a filh above: Another at EJhaardton (a pledfuit village) * eKhi^ 
bits a hoHe and his rider in well-executed bas-relief; on a circle 

ft 

above b raiied an elegant crofi. This laft I thereftfre i^prehend 
to be of far the mod niodem date. 

Fkom .Edwardian, a ride^yf half a .dozen miles brought me 
to' Tain, where, the circle oiCaitbnefs, SutberUnd, and Strailma^ 
ver being completed, I confidered my ftudies as at an end; and 
being furniihed with better horfes, haftejd home with all pofllble 
expedition. 

Ca^ssBD the firth of Qromarty, at the town, which lies 
under the fouth promontory: an cxtenfive rope-work and brewei^ 
are new eftablifliments at the place, and fucceeding welL On 
the head-land, which covers the bay, there are fome well- 
grown woods ; through ^thefe Mr, R»fs, who has an elegant feat 
at a little diftance from the town, has cut fome charming walks, 
from which there is variety of very grand and delightful prof- 
peifcsj on one hand, of the rugged cliffs along the fea-ihore ; 
on the '^ther, of the rich banks of the firth, ftretching all the 
way to DingwiX. 

From Cromarty it is but a; ihort itage to the ferry at Arderfitr:^ 
and while the boat was getting -ready, I took the incloied 
(ketch of FwUGenrge, a modern fortification, founded after the 
year 1745, to lecure a paflage into the firth of Invmiefs, and to 
form a flace iarmts in cafe of any future rebdiion. The ex- 
pence was immenfe ; and by the change of events fince that 
time, it appears a mere lufelefs memorial of the ftate iA that 
turbulent period. 
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THE more antient annals of Caitbnefs^ Sutherland^ and 
Stratbnaver, feem in a great meafure to have been alto^ 
gcther uncanvafled by Scotch hiflorians. The record of events 
that occurred at a great diftance from the feat of government, 
and on that account the lefs interefling to the crown> and but of 
little moment to the policy of the kingdotn, has been left 
entirely ncglefted*— though from their novelty, variety, and im- 
portance, many of thefe occurrences, related by Torfitus, might 
prove entertaining embellifhments to a hiftory of Scotland. The 
original records of thefe events, their not being extant in the 
country itfelf, has probably been another circumftance, which 
contributed to that univerfal filence, obferved by our hiftorians 
with rcfpeft to the ftrange revolutions, which took place in 
tjhefe northern counties. 

Writing does not feem to have been praftifcd by any native 
of the north of Scotland^ previous to that knowledge of letters 
which advanced along with Cbriftianity : and the light of the true 

R religion 
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religion had not dawned on Caitbnefs in the tenth century. Any 
authentic memoirs of this country, therefore, in the earlier 
ages, can only be gleaned from the written teftimonies prdenred 
in Norway y of the trahfafbions of that nation with the inha* 
bitants of thefe territories : and the intricacy of that refearchf 
together with the few interefting events that occur, amidfl the 
tedious detail of many particular circumftances, has made the 
little knowledge that may be had of the hiftory of the north, tQ 
be left in the gi-eiter ^fcuHty. 

The fituation of thefe counties is likewife fuch as (eems long 
to have prevented any free communication with the fouth of 
Scotland^ or even with the neighbouring (hires of Rofs or htver^ 
nefs. As an evidence of this, it may be remarked, that although 
jidamnan^ abbot of Jona^ fays, that St. Columba was well received 
in the nQrth of Scotland^ in the middle of the lixth century; and 
that Brudiusy king of the Piffs, who had a royal feat at Inver-- 
nefs, was by him converted to Chriftianity ; yet he mentions 
Columha*% croffing over to the oppofite fide of Locb^nefSp as the 
moft daring effort of his zeal. But whatever difEculties there 
may have been to encounter in Rdfs-ftnrey arifing from the dif-- 
ferent manners of the tribes, or from their oppofing interefts \ 
all thefe are strengthened by an additional barrier, which might 
have ever prevented the Keldeis from gaining acceis into Caitbmfs. 
That vaft range of mountains which pervades Sutherland, and 
terminates in the intunenle promontory of the Ord, extends alio 
to the weftem (hore. This mountainous traA, defended by the 
rough inhabitants, jealous of any encroachments from ftrangersj 
icems to have been an infuperaUe bar 9> knowledge making any 

9 fiiccelsful 



EXTRACTS FROM TORFiEUS. 123 

fuccefsful advances in that line. We therefore find^ that the 
northern extremities of the ifland did not receive the light of 
Chriftianityj nor the knowledge of letters, by any gradual ad^ 
vances from the fouth i but they were communicated from Nor- 
t00yj during the expeditions undertaken by that nation (in the 
ciid of the tenth or beginning of the eleventh century) to make 
fettlements in the Orkney iQands^ and on the coaft of Caiibnefs* 
As therefore the PiSSy and Caledonians of thefe parts, could at 
that period have no written hiftory of their own, if we wiih to 
leam any thing certain of them, it muft bo gathered from Tor-^ 
fans. His compilation feems to have comprehended every ma^ 
terial piece of information extant in his time t. 

To many anecdotes he, no doubt, gave place, that were iup« 
ported only by the general authority of oral traditions* By 
numbers who returned to Norway a^r having been perfonally 
engaged in the tranfaftions on the coaft of Caithnefs^ the particu- 
lars of their expeditions, and the ftate of the country would be 
frequently repeated ; and their concurring teftimonies fufficient 
to eftablifh a general narrative. But the chiefs ^uid conunanders 
from Norway 9 were alfo accompanied by bards, cholen on pur« 
pofe to celebrate thdr fortunes and the Ibccefs of their arms« 

^ noruMki torfeMs wat a QadTC of kiiand^ patronized, on accoont of hii 
|reat abilities, by EruUrU III. kbg of Demiuwi, by whom ]ie ^as extremel|r 
beloved. His Ton, ChrtftioM V* appointed bim his hiftorian for the kingdoqi 
of Ntrway, with a cpnfiderable penfion ; which was continued to hiiq by 
Fndiric IV. His great learnings his affidnity* and his flull in his native lan- 
guage, eaf Ued him to difidiarge his poft with the otmoft credit to hinifelf^ and 
advantage t^ the pnblif . He died a)>0MJt the yev 17 ao^ aged 81. . 

R 2 ' Their 
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Their fongs came in time to be penned^ and received as the moft 
authentic repofitories of hiftorical hd:s. And much of Tarfaus 
refts on their validity. — He had, however, the aid of much: 
more convincing memorials. When the ftate of thefe provinces 
became more interefting to the crown of Norway^ an hiftorio- 
grapher was appointed to refide in the ifland of Flota^ on pur-* 
pofe to colled: and record fuch tranfaftions, and other pieces of 
information with refpedt to the north of Scotland, as might be 
deemed worthy of notice, or of importance to their future cn- 
terprizes. Thefe narrations compofe a diffule voluminous work, 
called Codex Floteiences ; and to this Torfaus is indebted for the 
moft important part of his* hiftory* 

That compilation is therefore probably the beft, and only 
authentic record, of tranfa£tions in the north that is now to 
be found, and all without their reach, feems concealed by 
one general veil, within which no feature of truth can be dif* 
ccrned. 

Tacitus indeed, in the life of Julius Agricola, mentions, that 
ere the end of the firft century, the Roman fleet had failed round 
the north of Scotland, that they landed on fome of the Orcades 
to refreih s and faw Ultima Tbule white with fnow ; perhaps the 
diflant mountains of Shetland, probably the ifle of Foula, from 
which the word Sthul'e might have been readily formed. But this 
is all that can be learned from the Roman writers. They give 
no account of the condition or manners of the inhabitants of 
thefe northern regions, though they evidently allude to their 
being peopled. From that early period a number of ages elapf- 
cd, and thefe countries may have undergone numberlefs revolu* 

5 tions I 
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tions ; the knowledge of which can never be revived. Wc 
arc prefented with an univerfal blank in their ftory, until the 
ninth century. 

About that period, when the PiSls were expelled from their 
fcttlemcnts in the fouth of Scotland^ by the policy oi Gregory the 
Greaty thofe who inhabited the plains of Caithnefs^ and the dales 
of Sutherland and Stratbnaver^ fcem to have experienced a fimi- 
lar fate, from the rapacity of the clans of the Catie^ or anticnt 
Caledoniansy who inhabited the mountains. 

It would appear, that the northern PiSs^ favoured by the 
fertility of their fettlements, had begun to enjoy leifure and re- 
flexion, and made fome confiderable progrefs in agriculture, 
&c. while the inhabitants of the more barren and mountain- 
ous parts of the country fubfifted by pafturage and hunting only. 
It is probable, thefe laft had long indulged the profpeft of tak- 
ing pofleflion of the richer grounds which they faw cultivated 
in the dales, ere that general revolution took place, by which 
the Pi£ts were expelled from their country. Notwithftanding 
this, the PiSls^ by degrees advancing to eafier life, their mar- 
tial fpirit and difcipline might become relaxed by their more 
fortunate fituation ; and thence they would prove by no means 
a match for the highland warriors ; who, inured to hardfhips by 
the rigour of their climate, accuftomed to vigorous enterprize in 
procuring by hunting their daily food, their lives being one con- 
tinued exertion of vigilance, a£tivity, and ftrength ; they would 
overcome,, with irrefiftible impetuofity and perfeverance, every 
obftacle which flood in the way of their poflefling thefe territo- 
ries, which promifed them eafier and happier days. Thus it in 

all 
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all probability was^ that the Pills were drove from their nativd 
poflelfions> and compelled to feek for fhelter and fafety upon 
foreign (hores. Previous to this period, they had frequent com« 
munication with the Orkntf iflands, thence naturally fought their 
firft afylum there i but whatever they might relate to the iflandersj 
concerning the poflibiiity of recovering their poflcflions, or by* 
whatever inducements folicit their aid ; it is probable the Mat- 
tered and independent (late of the chiefs and commanders therci 
would prove unfavourable to any propofal for retrieving the for- 
tunes of their fuppliants. They delighted in piracy and de- 
predation, were inured to epterprize and confli£t, and would 
warm with the hope of plunder ; but h^d no union of force 
fufficient to promife them fucceis, fliould they attempt to in« 
vade the coaft of ScoJland, defended by thefe refolute warriors, 
who had expelled the Pi^ifi nation. It appears, that therefore 
many of the exiles migrated from the Orcadts to Sbcttandy and 
thence to the oppofite cpafts of Norway. There a 'more atten- 
tive ear was leqt to their ftory ; it became a momentous fub- 
jeft to that enterprizing nation. The^ PiRs would very natu-* 
rally give the moft favourable reprefentations of the fertility of 
the north of Scotland. The remembrance of (heir native poflef- 
fions, '^ the picafant fields they h^d left," would be peculiarly 
grateful to them in a foreign land: they would defcribc (he 
luxuriancy pf their inheritances in the faireft lights : and their 
report made its way tp the throne. 

HAROtQ, an afpiring and refolute monarch, warmly efpouled 
tl^e caufe of the exiles ; he faw that the expedition promifed 
new fettkments to bis favourites, gave h|is officers new com- 

Biandsy 



EXTRACTS FROM TORFJEUS. 127 

mands> and would ftrengthen and extend his influence and his 
power. Confederate princes and chieftains, under the king, ac- 
cuftomed to follow the fchemes of his ambition, faw in this 
the aggrandizement of their families, and eagerly clofed with 
the propofal of aflilling the Pills to recover their loft dominion. 
Many indigent adveMurers were delighted with the enterprize, 
and a grand expeditidn took place; their numbers were en- 
creafed at Shetland and in the Or cades. Befides finding many 
of the exile Pi^s there ready to join the armament, the naval 
dommanders had probably learned from experience, that it was 
their intereft not to oppofe, but to lecond the enterprizes of the 
Norwe^ansi and, being accuftomed to piracy and depredation, 
were led by an eafy tranfition to join the fquadron with their 
veflels, on what leemed at leaft a more honourable kind of 
adventure. All thefe a£ting together in combinati<»i, and 
united under the command of one leader, their force became 
fuperior to every oppofition: for, whether it was owing to 
the PiBs being notr fupported by the difcipline and arms of 
their allies, or that the Catie being fatiated with the fpoil of 
the plsuns, chofe to retire to their native mountains, cannot be 
^^ertained ; but a fuccefsful defcent was made by the arma- 
ment upon the north of Scotland^ colonies were eftabliflied all 
tiong the coafts of Caitbnefsy and it became a Ncrwegian pro- 
vince. This event is what introduces the fubjeft of the foK 
lowing annali* 
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Cw. Amhuu QIGURDUS, foil to Ronaldy a powerful nobleman, ofa- 

O tained the chief command of the fquadron and forces 
deftined for the re-eftablifhment of the Pi^Sy and fettling co- 
lonies in the noifh of Scoiland, which fhould own allegiance to 
the crown of Norway. Thefe ends were foon^ in all appearance^ 
fo fully accompliftied, and the enterprize crowned in Caitbnefs 
with fuch favourable fuccefs, that Sigurdus was ambitious to vilit 
other provinces^ and make fettlements there alfo. 

The diftant hills, on the oppofite coaft of the firth of Moray^ 
are fometimes vifible from the Caitbnefs Ihore. This circum- 
ftance gave rife to another expedition. Sigurdus equipped a 
number of veflels^ and landing ; in Morayy built the fort of 
' Burgb-bead. Here he met with a very different recejption : and, 
in a con(ii6t with fome of the clans of Caledonians that de- 
fended their country, he was mortally wounded, and left his 
brother Haladus to fucceed him in the command. He was ti- 
mid, irrefolute, and indolent. During the eftablilhment of the 
colony in Atoray, and while many of the moft daring officers 
were ithere, the influence and authority of the Norfe commanders 
became daily weaker ; and now the chieftains in Caitbnefs^ in a 
great meafure, recovered their antient independence ; they ac- 
knowledged no fuperior in the perfon of Haladus -, and the buc- 
caneers from the Orkney iflands ufed great fieedoms with his 
^ Clips 
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Ihips and ftores. Finding himfelf thus furrounded by intrepid 
chieftains and daring freebootersi he chofe rather to confult his 
own perfonal fafety, by relinquifhing his ftation, than encounter 
the trouble of eftablilhing fubordination in Caitbnefs ; ' he there- 
fore returned to Norway^ led a private life, and funk into ob- 
livion. 

RoNAiD juftly confidered HalaJus^s conduct, as what entailed 
dilhonour on his family, which had been chofen to prelide over 
thefe provinces ; and in order, as foon as poffible, to wipe off* 
the Ibun, he called his other ions before him, and demanded ^ 
whether any of them chofe to be appointed to that ftation 
which Haladus had relinquished ; on the terms of undertaking 
to dear the feas of pirates, to chaftife the unruly chieftain^, 
and encounter alt the difficulties of eftablifhing more perfect 
order and tranquillity on thefe ihores. 

EiNAR, a bold and refolute character, a man of penetration 
and prudence, accepted the charge ; and, on his father's appli- 
cation to Harcld, was created an earl. He failed from Norway, 
with a confiderable band of chofen men, in a galley of twenty 
oars. And -although he could not doubt, but that there were 
numbers of his countrymen in Caitbnefs ready to fupport his 
authority, yet he approached i^ith caution, came to the chief- 
tains ¥rith terms of alliance and friendfhip, and formed fuch 
conneftions among them, as happily prevented all rivallhip for 
power ; he gained their afieAions, and became fupreme arbiter 
among them. 

By thefe means he firmly eftabliihed himfelf in the govern-* 
ment % andj keeping a ftrong armament at fea^ and a number of 

S w arlike 
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warlike followers, awed the difturbers of peace^ and adtniniftered 
equity ; and enjoyed a tenoporary quiet in the iHUiourableibtixMi 
to which he was afdvanced. 

But the fons of Haroldj king of Norway, liearaing tke iplen* 
did and happy ftate in which £inar lived, in thefe newrtcmM* 
ries> began to repine, that any but thofe of royal blood fhould 
have been invefted with fiich a high command.^ ami^ tsiknown 
to the king, entered into a eonfpiracy to di^pt'wt the hmiky of 
Ranald df their influence and honoum* HaULums^ who took tfe 
lead in the e^cploit^ having icducodieveral of theeonunandess-of 
the royal fleet to fecond his views^ (ailed with *a fnail £{xadna, 
andfurprized £inar in the Orcades. 

EiNAR, unfufpicious of any atuck from N^rwofy wad -finding 

hinifelf otherwife eafyand fecure^ was not pre pmedtmspri fuch 

an invader; he therefore declined aU c^nteft, aad^vatady te* 

tired into Cakbn^^ leaving Haldanusxo€n]0y'thtma& AHtiering 

profpedt of the fucceis of his defign. And though .he ipei cei vcd 

that^ under the title of heir to the crown of Namtjf, .heimigte 

foon altogether undennine his influfence^ and Ubft Ae Janmels 

which he had been fo ftudious to obtain : ytt he alio truifad» 

that the other comnianders^ if di^privcd ^f that daring prince ibae 

leadec would foon fubniit xo his aucboEity. He: therefore -nodr 

no FcHftance- in open war, but mrcompliflied his views bf ftrata^^ 

gem. He kept a tvatchful eye x>vcr xHMmm % aad, ieanung that 

he had fcparatod from. hisr farces, and gorte 'to Mtfita detaolRd 

ifland, he prepared a chofen band for the exploit^ andxonMiaBl 

his e;spedimon to take place in. the daod^of n^t. In soilfirquccice 

of the ^precautions he had xakei^ H^lda9ms-&stUmL'yfM rut ^tffy 

and 
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ihd all eomamnkation with ku officers and adhercfits on the 
Other iflandsr pKvented. 

TjBoa the prince of Nmv0f was made* captive; and nothing 
'Irat hia blbod could expiafte- hia crime in Eimn^s fig^. With 
horrtble folemnitjrj. a Sacrifice waa prepared^ and HaUamiSj. tim 
deftined nftim, was- made an ofiering to Odin^^i and upon his 
remains a tumnlns of ftones waa raifed> to perpetuate ibe rnemo'* 
ry of the event. 

WffBH ittficUigettce. of this unfortunate adventure of UManus *M« 
haA ceached. the court of Norwfy Harold^, grieined md- en r%e d 
iat fuah an inflance of cruelty cbnunitted on his fbn, and con-"* 
fidcring it as. an ignominy done to his family^ fay one whom he 
had loaded with, honours^ he came. in. perfon to Orhnpr with a con- ' 
fiderahle amamenty. on. putpofe^ ta chaftife. Ei$uar for his in^ 
gratitude* 

Em AX. dreaded: his mfentmentr and>. waned of his. approach, 
ftrengtfaened himfctf mGaitbnrfsy mailing every hoftile pncpara^ 
tion ta repel his.attacks^ By the cQnne£ti«is that be had form* 
ed^ and the alliances whidi he had made wkhi the families o^ 
rankj he had become fo relpeded and efteemed^ that they con-» 
fidcred his intereft and honour as their own ; and united to de«> 
fend his caufe againft the king^o^ iWrwsy; 

Harold landed in the Orcades without oppofition ; but learned 
thenct that l^nar could giv^e a 'moft fbrmidaUt- refiftsmce tb an^ 
force that attempted to invade the coafia of Caklmrfs^.: findings 
theoefore>. that it would not be eafily in his pQHttrtO' iofli&that 

* The StamBn^mmi diviiuty» 

S a exemplaiy 
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exemplary punifliment which he thbirght Einar defelring *oC 
he dropped his defign^ and oflFered terms of acqommodation. 
By thefe frn^r being prdfented with the profpeft of fetaimng his 
govermTient in quiet, yielded to a demand from HaroW, of fixty 
merks of gold/ to be paid as an acknowledgment of his crime, 
and the dependance of his ftate upon the crown of' Norway; 
Harold having levied the fine, failed on other exploits to thc^ 
fouth of Scotland. 

Einar now relumed his adminiftration^ and beii^ relieved 
from the apprehenfion of any further difturbance from abroad^ 
exercifed all his intrepidity and prudence in enforcing laws of 
juftice and equity, to preferve the internal tranquillity of the 
country. It is faid he had the happinefs of feeing die good 
effects of his political regulations appear, in the better accom- 
modation of the inhabitants, the induftry of their rural applica- 
tions, and in the culture and improvement of the finer artsy which 
only take place when people are eafy and fecure. He fpent the 
remainder of his years in peace, and died in a good dd age>. 
leaving a fon^ nanaed Torplrinus^ to fdcceed hinu 
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jao. "TVURING die life o( Ttfrpbhtusy it appears that the Or- 
X-/ cad$s were frequently fubjeft to depredations from the 
Scandinavian adventurers ; and the princes of Norway frequently 
laid the inhabitants under tribute^ as they went on expeditions 
to the fVefiern ifies : yet the coafts of Caithnefs feem to have been 

prefcrved 
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prefcrvcd pretty free from the ravages of foreigners j and its 
tranquillity was but little difturbed by inteftine broils. 

But the fons of Torphsnus, grand-children of Einar, were not 940. 
equally fortunate with their fathers in confulting the meafures 
of quiet and peace : neither the ties of bloodj nor the advan* 
tages that would have arifcn from their mutual friendfhip^ could 
moderate the extravagance of their ambition, or bring their ri« 
valfhip within any bounds of policy or difcretion. They were 
numerous. The names of Havardy Uatus^ ScuUius^ and Lodver, 
are remaiicable in the ftory of thefe times. 

Havard, heir to the earldom, is celebrated as the befl of 
charafters, and gaineA the title of The Happy. But Raganilda, a 
young lady whom he had married, became attached to Liotus^ 
her brother-in-law, and they confpired together againft Havard^ 
to take away his life ; and, to guard againft the fufpicion's falling 
on them alone, they engaged fome vaflals of the family to be 
their accomplices in the aflaflination. Li$tus was brave and 
daring 5 but not having openly appeared acceffary to the murder, 
he was, on receiving Raganilda's hand, acknowledged fucceflbr 
to the earldom -, and, without further bloodfhed, quelled for a 
time all oppofition to his claim. 

But ScuUiuSy his elder brother, viewing with indignation and 
interefted envy the infidious fcheme, whereby Uotus had fup« 
planted him, smd unable to efieA his refentnrient by force of 
arms, refolved to try the expedient of interelling the crown of 
Scotland in his caufe i and, by whatever means he had been en- 
abled to judge fo readily in this cafe, he was not difappointed 
of his hope : for having equipped a few veflfels as for a cruize^ 

9 he 
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be failed {buthward to leek for accefs Co the king : and gaining 
admittance to Malcolm L bcibught him to fupport his cauie, 
and aid hiai to obtain (iie pofl^on of his inheritance in tlie 
north. 

MalcolMj perceiving that an alliance of friendikip with one 
of chief authority in Caitlmefs^ nnight in nuny refpe&s prove 
advantageous to his intereih there, favoured SadUus*% wilh» and 
ordered feme vefiels with auxiliary forces to be ready to attend 
him on his. return. And, that he might eilablifli the fubordinar 
tion of thefe northern provinces to the crown of S^otiand^ gave 
SculUus 2L charter containing a legoi tttle tO/ the earldom as part . 
of his kingdom* 

ScuLLius, thus countenanced by the throoe, and invefted with 
authority from government, returned inoo CaUbnefs with conii-> 
derable eclat. 

His known right to the earldom, the apparent, legality of the 
title conferred on. him by the kingi, and ^ove all, the. forces bjj 
which he was accompanied) confpired togfcther to awe. the 
vaflfsds of Uotuij and numbers flocked to hia ftandard At the 
eime of his arrival in Caithnefs^ however» Liotus was engag^ ia 
making fome excurfions among the Orhug iflands, and that 
circumftance a. good deal contributed- to the favourable 
reception which he met with. But SculUus^ elated with thole 
events, which fo highly flattered his wiflies, could not red 
fatisfied with taking proper meafurea for the defence of Cor/ib- 
nefsy and fecuring. himfelf there i but,, with the eccentric policy 
of the age, refolved on attacking his brother in the ifles* Uav^ 
ing therefore largely augmented his forces^ andt equipped ao 

% additional 
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additional tmtober of ve0c]s» he fet fail with the armament for 
the Orcades. 

But Upitis, thoiigh ieemingly inattentlre, was not blind to 
bis brother's. motions^ and was prepared to give him the fcvcreft 
oppofition : he had put mmibers of the illanders in arms, and 
taken fvch precaiitionis as he thought would prove mod fatal to 
the defigns of SculUusi yet on his approach to thefe ihores, he 
offered ibme terms of accommodation : thefe, however, Scullius 
reje&ed, and made an unibccefsful attempt to land. A number 
of his men were jcut off, and fome vcflels dcftroycd. Difhcart- 
cncd with the fatie of ihis jcvent, he put to fca with the remain* 
d«r of tdie.annameilt^ jand returned toCaithmfs. 

Liemrs^ -with allpof&ble expedition, prepared to profecute 
hisiucd^isi he igathenal.iiogether all the forces which he could 
raife, manned a number of fhips, and embarked with the re- 
iblutio9 of Iftfiding whetei/^r SculHus fliould be found. By the 
time.£f^/iK/^s fteiett anriived ^n the xroafV, ScaUiiis^haLd ^entered into 
an alliaBce with M^ragdxs^ thane of Sutbtrkmd, who was 
ocNlie «fnMQ JDumroHn with a confiderable force, and encai-nped 
w&A bis «tty .in the oentral dales of Cahbnefs. 

LiOTus^ howe^rwr^ .advanced -thither with his whole force. 
When the -armies apprcoshed each other, he gave forth an onkr 
cemarkabk for tkofe times, .wiien their conflifts in general were 
&> raibly viplent He charged his followers only to march on 
with jiHrepid coolne^, and, whatever affaults might be made by 
the ciiemy, tbey wenc to ftand firm and keep th^ir groupd on 
thedefcnfive ojoiiy. This he dkl, that the ftrength of their foes 
might be Vi9&fiAM^i attack, jand bis caunfcl fuGceeded ac- 
cording 
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cording to his wilh. The enemy, innpctuous and violent in their 
firft aflault, on finding the oppolite battalions rentain in firm 
and undifturbed array, foon began to abate of their fruitlefs 
fury; and at length their ardour cooled into difinay. When 
Liotus obferved that the efFefts of their difappointment began 
to be ferioufly felt, and that they hcfitated about a retreat, he 
ordered his forces, in their turn, to pour their vengeance on the 
aflailants : and they rulhing on with frefh vigour, threw the 
foe into utter confufion, and made them fly on e:vtTY hand. 
SculliuskW while rallying a chofen band, and left the glory of the 
day to Liotus ; yet he alfo was fo delperately wounded, that a 
few days put a period to his life. The field of battle was 
about a mile weft from Watten ; and is covered over with the 
rude monuments of fuch an event. It is called ^^ ToftingaUy* 
or " the grave of ftrangers."' 

LoDvER, brother to the fallen genelals, became now of 
firft authority in Caitbnefs. He was of an enterprizing genius ; 
and, finding no oppofition to his power, and little (^portunity 
Qf exerting his warlike fpirit at home, (pent the m<^ of hb 
time in expeditions to the Wefiern ijks, making depredations 
on thefe, and on the coafts of Ireland. In one of thefe excur- 
fions, he contraAed an alliance with an Ir^/b chieftain, called 
Kiarval, by marrying his daughter Audna, This lady feems to 
have been poflefTed of confiderable abilities and addrefs. By Aud$ia 
Lodver had a fon, named Sigurdis, many circumftances of who(e 
life, became more memorable than any in that of his father. 
Audna was celebrated for her (kill in curious arts, and obtained the 
reputation of being endowed with magical powers. She profited 

of 
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of thcfc on a very important occafion. When Sigurdis came of 
age to take the field— -(the honours of perfons of rank fcem to 
hare been all gathered in the military \iM)—jiudna wove a ftand«- 
ard for her fon : on this the black raven was fo well reprefented^ 
that it feemed floating on the windsj and foaring up to heaven'; 
an emblem of that rapid and triumphant courfe wherein he 
would moTe to fame. Under the influence of this fl:andard9 
^Audna told her fon, '^ he woul4 be profperous in all his enter- 
^^ pfizes, unconquerable and vidorious in battle ;" and, deliver- 
ing it to Sigurdis under the folemn fanfbion of a powerful 
charm, accompanied it with a becoming addrefs in the follow- 
ing very fpirited and valiant terms : " Your life is mdft 
*' valuable to me s it has ever been the darting objeft of my 
^' care i herein I have exerted all my flcill to sender it long 
** aod fortunate.— But, fince immortality is not the privilege 
^' of man in this world, and that the Fates, and not any dan- 
*' gcrs to which mortals are expofed, determine the period of 
" human life : — ^remember, that it is much more honourable 
" that life Ihould be ended with renown in the exploits of war^ 
** than prolonged by inglorious inaftivity and eafe." 

Sigurdis, naturally ambitious to the higheft degree, thus en- ^y^ 
couraged and infpired, in a manner which had all the influence of 
a fupernatural charm upon him, rivalled in bravery^ as well as luc- 
celsj the] moft renowned of his anceflors. He was poflefled of a 
penetrating judgment, great intrepidity of mind, an enlarged 
underftanding, capable of forming the moft extenfive plans of 
government i by thefe, at the head of a widely-fcattered nii- 
litary force, he maintained defpotic authority in the north, 
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and prcferved a vaft extent of territory fubjcft to his cont rcu 
Pofleffing the entire dominion of the Orcades, and having the 
gallics of the naval chiefs there at command, he often pillaged 
the Wejiem ifles, and laid them under tribute. And, exercifing 
ill the powers of a monarch, in the north of Scotland, rendered 
the Black Raven formidable to the thanes of Rofs-flrire and 
Mdray, exerting the authority of a prince over them, and over 
many chieftains in Argylejhirey in defiance of all the menaces of 
Kenefh III. to whom they complained. Thus, for many yeari, 
Sigurdis flourifhed in the north, maintaining unrivalled rank and 
power, 

SECTION III. 

jooo. A BOUT this period Chriftianity had dawned oh Scnndi- 
JLJL navia, and became the ellablilhed religion in the feat of 
government in Nerway. Its doftrines interwove themfelves 
with the policy of the nation : its principles, fo nearly interefting 
to human happincfs, made their farther publication an objeffc 
of much m6me'nt to the adventurous princts, and gave a new 
law to their enterprizes. While the power of thcfe principles 
Vas aAihg with original force Upon die minds of the ptople, aiid 
tTieir zeal rdidered them ambitious of any cipioit, whereby 
tliey could diffufc their influence ; Ohm, prince of tforvDoy, 
equipped a fquadroii deftined to carry the knowledge of the 
gofpel to other fliores. 

On this pious adventure he was accompanied, tiot orfy by 

hunnbers of all ranks^ whom> as ufual, a lote of enterprke ita- 
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yijDed ; but by many perfons of diftinguifhed knowledge and abili- 
ties^ gnen of (incere piety, who had becQmc particularly well 
acquainted with the Chriftian do£trines> and entertained a deep 
&nfe of their infinite importance. 

These entered into the fleet, joyful in the profpeft of fpread- 
log the truths which they revered, through yet unenlightened 
countries j and the fquadron foon appeared oflT the Orcades. 

SiGURDis, in the courfe of his career of glory, was banquet* 
ing in the ifland of SoiUb-RanaldJba. Confiding in the great* 
oefs of his fame, that no foreign power whatever would ven- 
ture, in a hoftile manner, to approach his coafts; he beheld, 
H^ithout anxiety, the v^ift numbers of the fleet from Norway. 
Olaus, learning the eafy unprepared fituation, of the earl, brought 
the fquadron to anchor, in the harbour (now called Saint Mar^ 
garefs Hope) where the veflels attending on Sigurdis lay : and 
though he took every precaution to block up the port, fent a 
friendly meifage aihore, begging of the earl to come to a 
conferrace aboard his (hip. He, with fuitable maj;nanimity, 
conTented ; probably thinking it was to confult on fome ad* 
venture to the wefl:ern feas s and went accompanied only by 
KiMdius, his fon, and z few feleft attendants. 

Qlaus, fecure in the midfl of jiis nyinerous fleet, and thus 
with uolooked-for eafe having got Sigurdis entixcly in his power, 
opened his jerobafly in an amicable, but jn a moft deliberate and 
foraiidable qawner; declaring, ^' that, as the heir of Harold, 
^^ he claimed the fovereignty of all thefe provinces over which 
^' Sigurdis had exteaded his fway, and had brought a force fuf- 
^* ficient to fupport his claim: th^t the life and fortunes of 
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the carl were now at his difpofaK — But that it was fo far, from 
his intention to take advantage of thefe circumftanceSj to do 
any thing prejudicial to Sigurdis, his intereflsj or honour^ that 
he declared he had intentionally come from Norway ^ to form 
a new alliance with him— -one of a fuperior nature to what 
^' he was yet acquainted with, upon the principles of a divine 
*' revelation which they had received from heaven :" but, on 
purpofe that he might the more ferioufly and devoutly accede 
to the terms of accommodation, it would become abfolutely 
neceflary for him to abjure the religious ceremonies and the gods 
of his fathers. 

SiGURDis, although aftonifhed and confounded at fuch an 
addrefs i though awed by his critical fituation, wherein he faw the 
only means of preferving his life and fortune, was to relinquifh 
that worfhip which time immemorial had hallowed and eftabliih- 
ed ;— declared, with much firmnefs, that compliance with fuch 
a demand, was what would require the utmolt caution and deli- 
beration : '^ for that he did not efteem himfelf wifer than his 
*' fathers, who had uniformly venerated the tenets and rites of 
** that religion which he followed." 

How far by this time the antient Scandinavian theology had 
been interwoven with that of the north of Scotland^ cannot be 
eafily afcertained i but the many remains of Druid temples ex?* 
tant in Caitbnefs^ leave little room to doubt of the general 
charafter of the religion which took place there in early periods. 
The pure principles of Druidifm are memorable and valuable. 
A ftate of immortality^ and the rewards of virtue there; the 
fupenntendence of one fuprtme and univerfal Providence, the 
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protcftor of the juft^ and punilher of the perfidious ; were te- 
nets which gave dignity to their facred rites, and properly 
awed the minds of thofe who were accuftomed to attend the 
folemnities of that religion. Still may we hold thefe circles in 
fome degree venerable; for there the paths of goodnefs were 
enlightened, and facrifices flamed in honour of the Supreme 
Being. From the Sun, the moft glorious reprefentative of the 
divine benignity 5 from thunder, the moft awful demonftration 
of almighty power j and from truth, one of the moft exalted 
attributes of intelligent being; they borrowed the phrafcs 
which were ufed to adumbrate the Divinity : hence we form 
fome idea of the nature of their worfhip. 

SiGURDis feems to have been fo deeply imprefled with a fenfe 
of the truth and moment of the principles on which he had 
been accuftomed to pay his devotions to Heaven, " that he 
could not eafily apprehend what authority Olaus could have 
to abrogate the eftabliihed worfhip of the country^ and deem 
thofe temples prophane, which, from the earlieft ages, had 
" been confecrated to facred ufe. He therefore begged of Olaus 
^' that he might be well informed, how they came to be per- 
^ fuaded of the divine truth of thefe new tenets j and in what , 
" they excelled the fyftem of religion which their forefathers 
" had held in fuch veneration; and perfifted in it, that with - 
" out fuch fatisfaftory evidence and inftruftion on the fubjeft, 
^* it was unreafonable to demand his aflent." 

Olaus would not deign to yield to this dilatory manner of 
producing conviftion. He was at no lofs for a reply, and had 

moft powerful arguments at command. He dcew his fword, 
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*nd laying hold oiKindius, fon to Sigurdis, " declared in the moft 
^' detennincd manner, that he would hew the youth in pieces, if 
*' the earl hefitated a moment longer about adopting the ChriftigQ 
" faith : and added, that this (hould be but an earneft of the fate 
«< of every one who refufed to adopt the principles of that religion 
•^ which he had embraced. — ^Whereas the earl, by his compliance^ 
^' would not only enter into a more facred and honourable al- 
** liance with the crown of Norway ; but, as the revelation wag 
immediately from God, would, by accepting it, fecure a fts^te 
of happinefs in the immortal world/* 
Any further obftinacy would have involved Sigurdis and hift 
adherents in inftant and irremediable diltrefs* He was prevailed 
on to become Chriftian, confentcd to be baptized, and to fign a 
proclamation, that all his fubje£ts fhould follow his ex;ample. In 
confequence of this, Olaus ratified a folemn treaty of frjendfliip 
with him, in which it was particularly ftipulatcd, timt, for the 
more effe£tual eftablifhment of Chriftianity, SigurJis was to give 
honourable proteftion to all thofe holy men, who might choo& to 
refide in thofe parts for the purpofe of inftrudting the people in 
the nature of the Chriftian dodrines ; and for his fidelity in ful- 
filling that part of the engagement, OJaus took Kindius along 
with him as an hoftage. Many of the more intelligent and reli- 
gious men who had come from Nwmay with OlauSy remained 
in the Or cades and in the north of Scotland^ to fulfil dieir -pious 
refolution of fpreading the light of the gofpel there. Olaus^ 
with the refl of his followers, failed on another expedition to- 
wards the firth of Moray, 

The 
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Tnt armament landed to refrefli at Eccialjbacca (or the fort of xoog* 
Burgbeai.) Some colonies were detached thence under the com- . 
mand of an experienced leader^ Enetus^ cither on a foraging party, 
or to make a fettlement on the rich banks of the firth of Domocb. 
But Alane^ thane of Sutherland, and his chieftains, came down on 
the invaders with a numerous army, and their fuccefs proved, 
that either their courage, force, or difcipline, was fuperior to that 
of their opponents ; for^ after an obflinate engagement, the 
Norwegian lines gave way, and the whole detachment was drove 
in confufion to their veffels. This is faid to have been the laft 
attempt of thefe foreigners to make fettlements in that country. 
Soon after that event, Olaus returned to Norway; and Kindius^ 
whom he had taken along with him, died. Thence, Sigurdis con- 
fidered himfelf as freed from all his engagements with the court 
of Norway, and entered into a treaty with Malcolm II. 

In confequence of the treaty, Sigurdis received a daughter of >^*04 
Malcolm's in marriage, and had by her a fon and heir named 
Torpbinus, whofe education was committed to the care of the 
kings and while he was yet but a youth, his father engaged in 
an unfortunate expedition to Ireland, where he fell in battle, 
much lamented by his countrymen. 

On the day of that battle, the famous prodigy of the Deftinies 
IS faid to have been feen in Caithnefs. * Daradus, a native of the 
country, is reported to have feen twelve gigantic figures, re- 
fembling women, ride full ipeed into the fide of a hill ; a daring 
curiofity led him to the place, and looking through an opening 
among fome rocks, he faw the fpedlres employed about a loom } 
and while they " wove the web of dearth," fung a dreadful 
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long*, ^^ how low the dauntlefs earl was laid/* Of that f&ng 
Mr. Gray has formed his beautiful Ode j which, as it reprefents 
^ the formidable manner in which the Fates announced in Cattle 

nefs the fall of its celebrated earl, Sigurdis^ may be properly re- 
ferred to on this occalion. 

SECTION :iv. 

1030, rr^ORPHINUS was created earl oiCaithnefs and Sutherland, 
X by a charter from Malcolms and maintained his rank and 
authority with dignity and in peace, until the death of that 
monarch. 

1038. By his fucceffor, tribute was demanded of Torpbinus, as ah 

acknowledgment of his dependance on the crown of Scotland. 
The earl thought, that the grant of fuch a demand was alto- 
gether unfuitable to the Ipirit of that independant power of 
which he was poffefled ; and refufed to court the favour of the 
crown, of Scotland on any fuch humiliating terms. In confe- 
quence of this declaration being made known, a nobleman^ 
whofe name was Moddan^ was created earl of Caitbnefs and Su'- 
tberland in his ftead. 

MoDDAN advanced north, levying war againft Torphinusy and 
with the (how of afting by royal authority, attached a number 
of the chieftains in Sutherland to his interefts, and approached 
Caithnefs with a formidable retinue. 

ToRPHiNus, however, had been apprifed of his motions, had 
the frontiers of Caithnefs well defended by a numerous army, arid 

* BartMsMus Antiq. Danict 617* 
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was every way well prepared to repulfe his attacks. Moddan, 
finding that he fhould meet with fuch a ftout refiftance, after 
he had aflcmbled his forces on the borders of Caitbnefs^ began 
to retreat with them through Sutherland. Soon as Tarpbims was 
apprifcd of this, he precipitated his flight into Rofs-Jhire, by 
purfuing him with a choice body of men j and, after chaftifing 
fome of the clans, who had ihown the grjeateft tendency to re- 
volt, returned into Caitbnefs in quiet. 

ToRPHiNus, however, was not without his lufpicions, that 
Mbddan, being a powerful nobleman, protected and encouraged 
by the government, would return in fomc more advants^ous 
circumftances, with a view to afcertain his right to the earldom, 
and take poflelllon of Caitbnefs. He therefore was at much 
pains in perfedting the difcipline of his army, ftrengthcned his 
caftles on the frontiers aad promontories, and prepared a num^ 
ber of veflels to oppofe any naval force which his rival might 
bring againft him. 

MoDDAN, in the mean time, had not been idle ; he had gain-* 
ed over numbers to fupport his caufe ; and marched north with » 
much larger force. The crown alTifted him in fitting out a fleet 
of eleven ve0els, equipped in the warlike manner of the times % 
one Carl had the command of the fquadron^ and a time was 
appointed for his making a defcent on the coaft of Caitbnefs, 
when Moddan fhould attempt to penetrate into it by land. 

ToRPHiNus heard of the fleet's advancing. His fhips were 
only five in number $ thefe, however, he manned with the 
flower of his warriors, and failed to intercept the enemy. 

When ^/e fleets approached, the fuperiority of the enemy'a 
veflels, botli as toiize and number, was evident to all : Torfbinus 
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himfclf felt it : but animated his warriors by a moft fpirited ad- 
drefs, and ftrengthened their bravery as they advanced to the 
charge. " Our valour,*' fays he, *^ muft fupply the place of 
** numbers, and infpire the hope of fuccefs : — the fenfe of ho- 
" nour banifh all apprehenfion of danger. Let us furprizc 
'^ them by the boldnefs of our attack, and they fhall fall into 
" diforder, from whence they will never recover," The event 
was anfwerable to his moft fanguine expeftations. 

When their fleets approached each other to battle, the line 
was formed abreaft, by laihing the fhips with ropes fide by fide 
together. The warriors were arranged on the prows of each. 
Soon after the firft flight of javelins and arrows, and the fleets 
were come clofe together, Torpbinus took the ftandard of his own 
galley in his hand, and jumped with a fhout of triumph into 
the admiral's fiiip ; his warriors followed him with loudeft ac- 
clamations, and, confoundiQg the enemy, drove them from their 
ftations, This daring and refolute procedure, threw Carr% 
whole Iquadron into confufion j the crew of the admiral's fhip 
fled for fafety into the adjoining veflfels, and, cutting the ropes 
which bound the fleet together, allowed them to be fcattered, 
leaving the principal Ihip in Torpbinus^ pofl!efl1on. And fuch 
was the difmay in CarVs fleet, occafioned by this event, that 
they did not return to the fight j but, leaving the command of 
the fea, and the joy of an almoft bloodlefs vidbory, to Torpbinus, 
failed inofFenfively back along the coaft, into the firth of Moray. 

During the time, however, that Torpbinus V72is engaged- in 
defeating the attack meditated againft him by fea, Moddan, with 
his land-forces, had penetrated into the heart o( CailiMefsi and, 
ere the earl was prepared to give him battle, had advanced near 

to 
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to Tburfi. He had not, however, met in Caitbntfs with any 
favourable reception ; and not being joined by any powerful 
chieftain, was under the neceflity of fupporting his forces by de- 
predation and plunder, and became extremely obnoxious to the 
inhabitants. They had caufe to wiih, that fuch a race of 
ipoilers might be extirpated. Moddan^ therefore, not only found 
much difficulty in foraging, but could obtain no faithful ac- 
counts of the movements of Torpbinus^s army. The earl alfo 
was an overmatch for him by his fuperior rknowledge of the 
country i he came upon him unawares \ his guard were taken 
by furprife : Moddan was made a captive in the night-time, and 
beheaded ere the morning. The chief part of his followers and 
foldiers, when they were apprized of his fate, ftruck with ter- 
ror and conllernation, furrendered prifoners of war, the reft 
fled to the mountains and efcaped into Sutherland. Torpbinus 
greatly rejoiced at this ftroke, fo additionally fortunate as to 
have given him a fecond vifbory without the lofs of any of his 
men. The attachment which the country had Ihown to him, 
by keeping at the utmoft dillance from his rival — the evi- 
dences he had feen of the fidelity and intrepidity of his troops, 
and his firm eftablifhment,^ no lefs in the hearts of the people 
than in the earldom — greatly elated him. He prepared a vcfy 
fplendid and Coftly entertainment for his numerous vafials. It 
was a feaft of triumph and honour to bis principal war- 
riors i and of luxurious caroufal to the multitude. It lafted 
many days. 

The eminent fuccefs of ^orpbinus in the late conteft, his 
magnificent hofpitality to the chieftains and foldieri, and his 
genefofity to all who claimed his proteftion, encreafed hil influ- 
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cncc and authority i his fame and power daily gaining ground, 
foon extended over all the Orcades j and, for feveral years, he 
ruled uncontrouled over thofe extenfive territories. 

But the celebrated Sigurdis had left a grandfon, named Ronald^ 
a young man of diftinguiflied abilities : he having gone over 
to Norway^ attended at the court there, and taking part in the 
exploits of the princes, became remarkable for his feats of acti- 
vity and valour. He was efteemed as heir to the earldom of 
Orkn^ I gained the attachment of the king j and was offered 
by Mdgmu vefiels and arms, if he chofe to head a force and ftrive 
to make good his claim. 

Ronald's ambition was equal to this high encouragement : 
poflefied of native penetration and addrefs, he exhibited the en- 
terprize in fuch flattering lights, that he perfuaded many young 
men of confiderable influence to accompany him with their fol- 
lowers, and to feek their fortunes in the iflands. They made a 
fuccefsful defcent in the Orcades^ and foon began to enjoy the 
emoluments of the hig^ rank and power which they aflumed. 

Just at this period, a nobleman, whofe name was Aminus^ 
one who had filled fome of the firft places next the throne in 
Norway^ being accufed of fome faitblefs proceedings, and feeing 
a ftorm gathering, and ready to burfl: upon his head, refolved 
on a voluntary but honourable exile. He failed with a . confi- 
derable armament from Norway, and landed with great pomp in 
Caithiefsj as the friend and ally of Tcrpbinus -, offering to aflifl: 
him in driving Ronald from the Orcades, and hoping to fliare in 
the honours of that earldom* 

While preparations were making in Caitbnefs to inveft the 
iflandsj an embafiy came from Magniu to Armnus, promifing to 
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receive him again into the royal favour, if he would, join Ronald 
with his armament^ and help to defend the Orcades from the 
attack meditated by Torpbinus. But although this meflage con* 
fiderably cooled his zeal for the entcrprize j yet the power of 
which he knew torpbinus to be poflefled ; the vaft fleet, and num- 
ber of forces, which he faw ready to be fent forth againit Ronald i 
determined him to prcferve a neutrality for the prefent. 

ToRPHiNus coUedted his whole naval force together, which, 
in great and fmall, confifted of fixty veflels. On board of 
thele^ his whole army embarked, and he launched into the 
Pcnt'land'firtb. There he was met by Ronald's fquadron, which 
was only thirty in number^ but far fuperior in fize to the ihips 
commanded by torpbinus. The fleets formed the line of battle. 
The fixty veflels belonging to Torpbinus, all faftened fide by fide 
together, formed a noble phalanx -, but the fuperior height of 
Rionald's fiiips gave his warriors a vaft advantage ; the archers 
threw their darts with greater violence and a furcr aim. The fliip 
in which Torpbinus commanded in perfon, was the only one of his 
fleet of equal fize to the firft rate of the enemy ; fo that he found, 
although the warriors in his own fhip fiipported the fight on 
equal terms, yet thofe on either hand, opprefled by their dif* 
advantageous fituation, were finking under the weight of the 
enemy's weapons defcending from above. He therefore gave the 
fignal for a retreat, ordered the veflels to be loofened, and re-* 
tired to Tiurfi bay. Ronald's fquadron kept their place,, and 
preferved the line entire. 

ToRPHiNus had become fenfible, that without the aid of fix 
lofty fliips^ which Aminus had under his commandj be could 

not 
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dot be on an equal footing with Ronald ; and therefore, in the 
moft ferious manner, applied to Aminus to come with his fqua- 
dron to his aid, '^ adjuring him, by the friendlhip and proteftion 
^' which he had experienced at his hand, to fupport him at 
" this critical moment j promifing, in confequence of their fuc- 
*^ cefs, to devolve upon him the government of the ifles/^ 
Arninus^ infpired by this hope, and flattered by the fo honour^ 
able folicitation from Torpbinus, joined him with the utniofl 
alacrity. The large vefTels were manned with the moft refo* 
lute and experienced of their followers ; a new difpodtion of the 
fleet was made ; and they advanced to a fecond attack on 
Ronald's fquadron. Torpbinus was refblved that this a6hon 
Ihould be decifive. With a truly heroic folemnity, he left 
AmoTj his bard, on the ilhore, that there, on an eminence, an 
undifturbed witnefs of the fightj^ he might celebrate the fortunes 
of the day, and immortalize his memory, whatever might be 
his fate *. 

ToRPHI^rus now commanding (hips of at lead an equal fize 
with thofe of Ronald; and knowing the very Angular importance of 
the advantageous terms on which the warriors in the lofty vefieli 
encountered them that were arranged in thofe of inferior fize i 



* The bards often attended the army to the field of battle^ to animate the 
foldiers to valiant deeds. BarthoUnus, in his Cau/a contempta mortis a Dami, 
178, preferves one of the antient hymns on an occafion of this kind.*-In like 
manner, the Wtljb bards attended and poured oat their ibogy td i&QHre their 
coantrymen iathe hour of coafliO. 

See Mr. ?gKitAVT*$ Tour in JVaks, p» 471. 
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made his firft attack on that wing of the enemy's fleets where 
the fmaller veflcls were formed. They, unable to fupport the 
unequal combat, gave way, and brokje the line, to fave them* 
felves from inftant deftru£tion. , The other wing, obferving the 
line broke through, and fearing left they (hould be furrounded, 
began to retire; and, in a little time, Ronald in the center wa$ 
left, with but a very few fliips to fupport him. He fought, how- 
ever, with undaunted reiblution, and kept his ftation till the 
clofe of day j when obferving the greateft part of his fleet either 
ihattered, diiperfed, or taken, he gave up his caufe as loft ; and, 
without fb much as touching in Orkney, failed direAly for 
Norway. 

ToRPHiNus thus at laft triumphed alfo over Ronald. But 
ieems either to have dreaded the rcfentment of Magnus king 
of Norway, or to have been moft anxioufly folicitous to know 
his refolutions, in confequence of the late event j for he tried- a 
nioft dangerous expedient to obtain an audience and force a recon* 
ciliation with the king. Nothing but great intrepidity and bravery 
of mind could have been equal to the exploit. He failed for 
Norway with two of his fineft galleys only : on his arrival there, 
he found that Magnus was embarked on an expedition to Den- 
mark and was detained by contrary winds in a harbour of Syjier- 
land. Torpbinus came into that port, and, without any previous 
intimation, went aboard the royal galley ; and being cloathed 
in a white robe, that none might interrupt him (for fuch feems 
to have been the privilege of thofe who were devoted to 
the culture of Cbriftianity at that period) went diredlly into 
the great cabin, where Magnus fat at dinner; and as a pro- 
2 teftation 
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tcftation and feal of friendlhip, eat of the bread that was be- 
fore the king: Magnus^ in return, offered his cup to the 
ftranger, begging to be informed on what errand he had come, 
and who it was that thus accofled him. Torpbinus difcovered 
himfelf. The earl of Caitbnefs was not beheld without aftoniih* 
ment on this occafion. With manly deference he addrefled him- 
felf to the king, '^ begged pardon for the oppofition he had 
" given to the late equipment from Norway. He wiihcd 
*' well to the nation: but every principle of honour called 
^^ on him to defend his eftate from all encroachments i but, 
^ to teftify his regard for Magnusy and zeal for his prQiperity, 
^^ was ready to join the fleet, and fecond the enterprizes of the 
" king." 

Magnus felt equal pleafure and admiration, at the boldnefs 
and magnanimity fhown in this offer of friendship, and cordially 
accepted of the alliance and aid of io experienced a com* 
mander, highly fatisBed that Tcrpbinus ihould take part in his 
expedition againfl the Danes. 

But this mutual confidence was of no long continuance. 

Many of thofe who courted the favour of MagnuSy faw a 
formidable rival in Torpbinus. They traduced him to the king, 
as pra6liling infidious defigns ; and found witneffes to declare that 
he never favoured any who were attached to the crown of Nor- 
way. He perceived the king's friendfhip fluftuate, and that 
^ fufpicton often darkened his brow. And, not chooling to truft 

farther to the uncertain confequences of the jealoufy which he 
faw had begun, without any previous notice, hp quitted the 
fleet, and, with as little ceremony as he had come, fet fail again 
9 in 
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in hi^ gdlies for Scotland : and for feveral years prote£):ed his 
fhores in quiet. 

Magnus died. Soon as Torpbinus underltood that Harold had 
afcended the throne of Norway^ he renewed his oflfer of form- 
injg an alliance with that ftate. His^^ ambaflfadors met with a 
favourable reception, and returned with an entreaty that Hor* 
pbinus would come over in pcrfon, and Ipend fomc time with 
Harold. He accordingly manned two gallies, each of twenty 
feats, and with a hundred attendants failed for Norway. Harold 
entertained him in the moll fplendid manner, and they ratified a 
league of friendftiip. From Norwayy Torpbinus went into Den^ 
snarky vifited Suenus, and formed terms of peace and alliance 
with him ; and was entertained in a like flattering and honourable 
way. 

By thefe treaties, having the profpeA that his territories 
would remain quiet and fecure ; his mind having been much 
harrafled by continual engagement in defperate enterprizes; and 
entering into the fpirit of religion prevalent in that age ; he re« 
folved to go to Rome, and receive ablblution from the papal 
chair. From the Baltic, he took his route through Saxofr/g 
was countenanced by the emperor Henrys and received from hini 
a fet of horfes to facilitate his journey into Italy. 

Havihg performed this pilgrimage, and received the wifh« 
ed-f(K- abfolution, he returned to Caitbnefs full of peaceful 
thoughts, and was fortunate enough to fpend the reft of his 
years in tranquillity. In thefe he became no lefs eminent for 
cftabliihing falucary lawsj and encouraging the arts of induftry» 

X than 



154 EXTRACTS FROM 

than he had formerly been diftinguilhed by military fame, and 
fuccefs in the exploits of wan 

He lived to an advanced age, until after Malcolm III. had 
afcended the throne of Scotland. 
1064. ToRPHiNus had built a fumptuous church in Byrfa, where the 

firft bifhops of Orkney refided.^ In the decline of life, he retircJ 
to that ifland, and, finifhing his days with exemplary piety, was 
with much folemnity interred in the temple which he had raifed. 
His country long lamentsed the lofs of fo celebrated a ruler, who 
had eftablilhed fecurity in it^ through the influence of his laws, 
and had taught it to enjoy the arts and blefiings of peace.^ 



SECTION V. 

« 

1 100. I^AUL and Erland, the fbns of Torpbinus, through the 

X whole of their lives amicably (hared both in the honours 
and adminiftration of their father's extenfive domain. During 
this period, the northern counties are faid to have arrived at a 
very fuperior degree of cultivation and improvement, which 
became equally confpicuous in the richnefs of their lands, and 
in the mildnefs of their difpofitions* 

But the fons of Paul and Erland did not equally inherit their 
father's virtues. Magnus^ the fon of Erlandy deftined ta be 
canonized, was quiet, generous, ferious, friendly,, fond of re- 
tirement and of knowledge. Hacon, the heir of Paul, was ve- 
hement, wild, and impetuous in his temper, impatient of re- 
ftraint> and could not bear to fee a rival of his power and ho- 
nour 
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nour in a younger brother's fon. The fongs which celebrated 
the glorious exploits of his anceftors in war, roufed up his foul 
to warlike enterprizes. He became dreaded for his daring 
piracies on the feas j and at home, his ferocity and favage con- 
duft to his brothers, fervants, and vaffals, awoke formidable 
apprehenfions of the broils in which he would involve his coun- 
try. His father endeavoured, with paternal afFedion and au- 
thority, to reform his manners j Erland made every conceflion 
that could tend to pacify him 5 Magnus overlooked his infults, 
and ftrove to ingratiate himfelf into Hacori^ favour; but in 
vain. At length, however, his relations contrived to divert the 
wild genius of Hacon into an ufcful channd. They met in 
council, and reprefented it to him as a matter of the firft im- 
portance to his renown, that he fhould go abroad, fee the man- 
ners of other countries, learn the arts of war, and the laws of 
government. JJacon acquiefced with this propofal, equipped 
a galley, and failing over to the continent, vifited Denmark and 
Sweden i and long fupported a military charafter among the 
chiefs of Norway, conducing the armaments of that na- 
tion. 

Magnus, in the nfiean- time, with undifturbed devotion, in- 
dulged the worthieft amufements of leifure and quiet : was 
indefatigable in his refearches after knowledge, in particular 
that of facred writ ; and, that he might become the more tho- 
roughly acquainted with the nature of the evangelical doftrines, 
went round by fea to Jona, where the light of ChrWianity was 
held to be more fully difplayed. There, and on the adjacent 
coafts of Scotland, he was a long while converfant with the 

X 2 ecclefiaftics j 
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' ccckfiafBcs ; and^ carefled and recommended by feveral biflxops^ 
was> on his return to OUtbnefs^ received with the lugheft marks 
of veneration and efteenK 

Magnus took great concern in the eftablifliments fox Chriftiaft 
worfhip> and patronized the Reman milHonaries. He was no 
lefs attentive to the culture of piety and good aflFecbions in his 
own breai^ than to promote the genuine influence of eveuy 
iacred inftitutlon : and while he advanced the interefts of the 
churchy Ihowed a generous concern in every regulation that could 
tend to fecure the tranquillity and happinefs of his country* 
By thefe means the hearts of the people were devoted to Magnus^i 
all ranks looked up to him as a patron of the juft and good^ and 
who promifed to be a ruler equally refpeded and beloved. 

Hacon learned how highly his countrymen admired the cha« 
rafter of Ma^us^ how much they were attached to him : and, 
ftung with the retIe£tion> meditated his deftruftion. Hav- 
ing all along pra£iifed the arts of war^^ in piracies and playing 
the freebooter among the weftern ifles> he had confiderable arma- 
ments perpetually under his command> and can^ home declaring^, 
that he defpifed his brother's peaceful virtues^ and was deter- 
mined to aflert his fuperiority over Magnus by force of 
arms. 

While arrangements were evidently niaking every where for 
that purpofe> the chieftains obferved^ with the deepeft concern^ 
what a cloud was gathering over their quiet days, and neld the 
moft folemn meetings to difpel the rifingftorm: Hacon was,, 
by their mediation, prevailed upon to enter on conciliatory 
meafures with Magnus^ 

lo Ir 
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It was agreed iipon^ that the chiefs^ each attended with a 
certain number of fele£k friends, fliould hold a conferencej in 
which the feparate provinces SMid boundaries of their authority 
and power fhould be fettled, and a league of friendihip eftabliflied 
in the mofl facred manner : the place appointed was the iflaiid 
of Eglijha. 

To give additional folemnity to the treaty, it was to be held 
in Eafter-week. All parties cxpeftcd to celebrate, with much 
joy, the fortunate refult of this approaching agreement. 

Magnus, accompanied with a number of the mod intelligent 
and experienced of his friends> failed according to appointment, 
with two fhips only, and was early at the ifland, deliberating 
with his counfellors on the terms that were now to bring the 
threatened difturbances to an end. But while they were en- 
joying the hopes of the lafting peace that would enfue, a nu- 
merous fleet appeared ; and as they drew towards the (hore, but 
little doubt remained, that Hacon had refolved to put a fatal pe« 
riod to their confultations. 

Magnus faw he was betrayed j and every means of fafety cut 
oflF but expoftulation and prayer. To thefe he trufted his caufe> 
and ordered ma'^ to be celebrated. Hacon^s fleet,, full of armed 
men> foon invefted the ifland; they landed with every hoftile 
appearance^ and furrounded the church with drawn fwords.. 
Magnus^ defencelefs and unarmed, came forth among them.. 
He intreated Hacon to (pare his life, and he would refign the 
title of earl iblely to him.- It was not enough. He alked for 
banifhment> and promifed to live a perpetual exile : but it was- 
not permitted. He implored Haccn to put out his eyes, or inf- 

flift 
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flia whatever punifhmcnts he pleafcd, b\it not condemn him^ to 
immediate death. All intreaty was vain. Hacony with horrible 
deliberation, ordered Magnus to be beheaded; indulging him 
only in one, his laft requeft— leifure to compofe himfelf in 
prayer ere the hatchet fell. . 
1120. By this dreadful ftroke, Hacon fpread an univerfal terror 

among the friends of Magnus. Intimidated by his daring pro- 
cedures, they fubmitted to his fway. Seeing all their hopes in 
their favourite lord irrecoverably extinguifhed, they were eafily 
prevailed on to take an oath of fealty to Hacon j and he was ac- 
knowledged earl and fuperior, both of the northern counties of 
Scotland and of the Orkney iOands. The higheft aim of his am- 
bition being now accomplilhed j and finding that he ruled un- 
controuled, he turned his attention to the encreafing riches and 
profperity of his country : it is faid he enaded fevcral laws, 
whereby the freedom and privileges of the people were enlarged, 
and additional encouragements given to their progrefs and dili- 
gence in agriculture and in arts. 

He often indulged himfelf in the antient praftice of hunting, 
during the fummer feaibn, among the mountains of Stratbnaver. 
In the parifh of iTongue, there is a lake ftill called by his name : 
in the lake there is an iQand, where he had a hunting-houfe, 
of which there are remains, and the ifland is called Illan-lochan- 
bacon. 

In the decline of life he became very devout and ferious, and 

called to remembrance,^ with forrow, the violences he had done, 

and the blood^fhed he had occafioned in his earlier years : and, 

in the fpirit of the then prevalent fuperflition, refolved on a pil- 

^ grimage 
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grimage to Jerufakm^ on purpofe that he might wafli himfelf in 
the river Jordan^ and fhed the tears of repentance in the holy 
ftpulchrtj if poflible to fofcen the poignancy of thcfe bitter 
recolleftions that haunted him. Having fulfilled his vow, he 
returned with a quieter mind, and a great character of fanftity; 
and having brought many holy relicks along with him, thefe 
heightened the veneration of his countrymen for their earl : and 
he is much celebrated for having governed his territories, all the 
remainder of his life, with much clemency, equity, and wifdom. 
He died ere the middle of the twelfth century, while David I. 
was king of Scotland. 

Hacon's equitable and generous adminiftration in the laft 
years of his life, whereby he ftrove to compenfate for his former 
errors, made his deatii to be regretted^ and his memory long 
held in refpeft. 

But the circumftances in which Magnus was fb untimely cut 
off, and the flattering profpeAs that by his means, feemed to be 
opening on his country, confpired to fecure to him a more 
lading monument of fame. His death was confidered as a 
martyrdom. His probity and piety, his love of truth and know- 
ledge, the patronage he had fo affedionately fhown to the Ro^ 
wHin mifllonaries, and the liberality wherewith he had fupported 
their eftablilhments, made his name to be celebrated by the 
religious orders, with a facred veneration. Repreientations were 
fent to Rtme of the great reipedt and fo diftinguilhed regard' 
which Magnus had fhown to the church and catholic inflitu- 
tions. In confequence of thefe he was canonized : and for 
a number of years> many wonders were iaid and believed 

ta 
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to have been feen, many cures performed^ at the ihrine oi Saint 
Magnus, 

Several churches, eredcd to his memory in the north, ftiU 
retain his name;. 



SECTION VL 

> 

'U** . TTACON left two fons, by different mothers r one named 

XX Paul the Silent, the other Harold the Oraior. Harold's 
mother was daughter to a chief who had large pofieffions and 
great influence in Caiihnefs ; her brother had gained the title and 
authority of the count of Tburfo : Harold was therefore, by his 
means, fupported as the heir of Hacon, in Caitbnefs : Paul took 
poiTefllon of the government of the Orcades. But they were 
jealous of each other's power. Their projeds and interefts in- 
terfered : animofities and feuds prevailed between the chieftains 
that were attached to each ; and thefe contentions were conti- 
nually on the eve of breaking forth into avowed hoftilitiesj and 
the defperate enterprizcs of declared war. 

It was therefore propofed> by the more prudent of their 
friends, that they fhould meet to fettle their diflTefcnces; and a 
feaft of reconciliation was appointed to be held at CbrifimaSn 
The chiefs agreed to confirm a federal bond of union ; and 
mutually gave public entertainments, as an open profeffion of 
their friendfhip. 

While they were holding one of the banquets, Harold acci- 
dentally ftepped into an apartment, where his mother, and an artful 

woman. 
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woman, his aunt, were bufy at their needles, and he found they 
had been embroidering a fliirt of very fine linen. On enquiry, 
for whom fo rich a piece of drefs was intended, he was in- 
formed, that it was defigned for Paul. Hacon was enraged 
at the thoughts of this preference. They gave indirect infinu- 
ations that ought to have pacified him ; but -his reafon was loft 
in the tumult of pafllon, and he tore It from them: — they 
called heaven to witnefs, that it would be death to the wearer ; 
but he, with fatal refentment, declared, that none fhould wear 
it but himfelf ; and, notwithftanding his mother's moft earneft 
entreaty and tears, carried it away. The fhirt was deeply 
poifoned, and Hacon fell a vidim to the ralh indulgence of his 
inconfiderate pride and vanity ; leaving Pauly for whom it had 
been defigned, fole fovereign of the country. 

Fraqpark, and the mother o( Harold, overwhelmed with vex- 1155. 
at ion and forrow, and alarmed with apprehenfions what the con- 
fequences of this fatal event might be, fled into the heart of 
Sutherland, and took up their refidence in a fequeftered caftle, to 
wait the ifliies oi fortune *. 

Paul now concerted meafures for the more efFeftually efta- 
bliihing his influence and authority over Caitbnofs : he found, 

* By Torfteush accoont of this afylam, it was an edifice built in an extremely 
wild fitoatidn. He mentions that it was placed on a rock, the accefs to it by 
dreary and gloomy paths, amidft crags, and fens, and forefts. In the Xlllth. 
Letter there is mention made of circular towers, the only kind of caiUes of 
which there are remains in thefe parts, and their iituation correfponds with the 
above: perhaps this may hare been among the laft times that any- of thefe 
were inhabited ; and it is now, fincc that period, betwixt fix and feven hundred 
yean» 

Y however. 
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however, that it muft be done by force of arms •, and made war* 
like preparations for that purpofe. But his military talents were 
called forth to be exercifed in another channel. A ftorm waa 
gathering, that threatened the total overthrow of 'all his^ 
power. 

A DESCENDANT of Saint Mognus, appeared at the court of Nor^ 
way. This young man's name was Ronald^ no lefs diftinguilhdd 
by the elegance of his. form, than by the extenfive capacity of his 
foul, and engaging manners i he conciliated the attachment of 
the princes, and was a favourite with the king. His ftrength, 
and' afbivity were no lefs remarkable, than his knowledge and 
experience of all the arts and fciences which were in vogue. A* 
poem is preferved, in which nine of his excellencies are particu- 
larly celebrated; — how well he could read; underftood the Rumt 
^ charafters $ played at chefs ; was a mufician i compofed extem- 

porary poems J he excelled in archery \ could dexteroufly manage- 
the oar ; (kate with wooden flioes upon the fiiow ;, and work: 
in wood and iron. By thefe accompliihments, he not only gain^ 
ed the civic wreath, but offered fair for military fame- As heir 
to Saint Magnus, he was nominated an earl by the king, and bid 
to feek the pofleffibn of his hereditary fcMtune-. He received a 
preient of a royal galley, well manned and equipped. Several 
commanders^ of confideraUe influence, encouraged his afpiting 
views : many adventurers were eager to join the armament i 
and he foon found himfelf commander of a. fleet of fix veflels. 
full of warriors,, and of fix. others as tendera or vidualling: 
fliipt* 

# 
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£&B Ronald advanced with this armament, he fent meflea^ 
gO^ to Paul, ofFering to fliare the government of the ifland$ 
in a friendly manner with him t by t Paul treated the mefleiiger3 
with great haughtineis and contempt. Ronald had apprehended 
this ; andj in confequcnce of fuch an event, inftrufted his emif- 
faries to go into Caitbnefs, and there publish his authority, and 
his claim as the heir of Magnui, and to announce that he was 
coming over to feward all thofe who were found infpired with 
refpe&for the memory of that great maktyr» 

FRAQyARK and the mother of Harold had formed, by this 
time, very important connexions in the weft of Scotland. They 
were fortunate enough, in that Madamis^ earl oiAlbvl^ had married 
their niece, a daughter of the celebrated Hacon*B. By this connec* 
tion, Madanui had a fon, whom he wifhed to advance to power 
and fortune in the north. The prefent was efteemed a favourable 
opportunity of forwarding their defign. They careEed Ronald^s 
embafladors, and promiied to be in force to fupport him, pro- 
viding that the youth, whofe name was Harold, fhould come 
under his tuition, and when of age, fliare with Ronald in the 
government of the northern counties. 

On the return of the meflengers to Norway, Ronald, greatly 
encouraged by the pro(jpe£fc of the fuccours which that con-^ 
federacy would procure him, inlpired his followers with the 
higheft expectations of fuccefs : and, to add religious dignity to 
the enterprize, called many of the chiefs together, and in their 
prefence made a folemn yow, ^^ that if they profpered, he 
^' would build a magnificent church, and dedicate it to Saint 
^* Magnus.'* On his protedion he refted their caufe^ and doubt« 

Y % ed 
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ed *' not of the moft forttinate iffue to crown their expeditionj 
" undertaken with fuch laudable and pious views." The com- 
manders and failors teftified their approbation of the voyage, 
by repeated acclamations; every one was fatisfied with the 
undertaking ; and, full of hope, the fleet fet fail. 

Paul, in the mean time, had (trengthened his fprtrefles and 
caftles, and made every warlike preparation for the defence and 
feciirity of his coafts. He had been particularly attentive to 
meafures for giving the fuUeft eflTeft to the antient cuftom of 
communicating intelligence of the appearance of an enemy, 
from mountain to mountain, and from ifland toifland, by fires. 
Knowing their importance, his inftruftions, with refpeft to thefe, 
had been enforced with particular care. Ronald had learned 
this, or at leafl: his penetration fuggefted it i and it oc- 
curred to him, as a matter of very eflcntial moment, if he 
could perplex Paul by thofe very means wherewith he fo judi- 
cioufly confulted his fafety. He therefore, ere the fleet came 
in fight of land, publiflied an offer of large premiums, to any 
who would undertake to defeat the effeft of that alarm and fignal 
to arms which was given by the fires. 

An old inhabitant of Orkney ^ an experienced feaman, offered 
his fervice. He begged of Ronald to land, with the large 
fliips at Zetland^ and refrefti his forces there, while he, with 
the lighter veffels, would give a falfe alarm to the Orcades. 
This was agreed to : the gallies were rowed within fight of the 
Orkney iflands at day-break : there, for fome time, they lay upon 
their oars. By and by they raifed the fails of the veffels a 
little, to fugged the idea of approach : gradually through the 

day 
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day they continued this deception, and gave the appearance of 
loftier veflels drawing nigh : ere evening, by the time the fails 
were hoifted to the maft-head, they feemed a very formidable 
fleet : and this appearance, aided by the apprehenfions of the 
iflanders, made the ftratagem take its full and defired efFeft, 
The fires were kindled. 

On the appointed alarm being given, the chieftains aflem- 
bled ; all ranks flocked together to defend, their country from 
invafion. 

Next day, to their aftonifliment, no fleet appeared. Every 
one having left his domeflic concerns, and got under arms, 
zealous to defend his inheritance, was fluflied with the hope of 
making the invaders dearly pay for fuch an encroachment on 
their peace : but, when no enemy was to be found; they remained 
in the moft painful fl:ate of fufpenfe and confternation. They 
faw, that by fome fatal error, they had been impofed on, and 
their watchmen deceived. They were difconcerted, mutinied, 
and hardly without bloodfhed, returned every man to his 
home. 

Another expedient proved equally favourable to Ronald's 
caufe. A fingle boat's crew was fent from Zetland to Fara^ 
the neareft of the Orkney iflands. They pretended to have 
been drove from their houfes by the adventurers from Norway^ 
and had come to feek for flielter and a fettlement among the 
inhabitants of Orkney^ and to warn them of their danger. They 
fo far ingratiated themfelves with the people of Fara^ by their 
readinefs in executing every office in which they could be fer- 
viceable, that there remained no fufpicion that they could have 

come 
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come with a fraudulent dcfign. Yet, at every d^rk and quiet 
hour^ thefe artful emiflaries fo thoroughly drenched the pile$ 
of wood with waterj which were intended to be kindled as the 
fignal of an approaching enemy, that when Ronalds fquadroa 
in reality appeared, no art could make them burn ; nor could 
they in time colle£k to the mountain* tops a fufficient quantity of 
fuel to give the appointed alarm. 

By thefe prudent and artflil mcafures Ronald gainedi without 
any material oppofition, a full pofTelTion of many of the iflest 
and foon, in point of influence and power among them, was on 
an equal footing with Paul^ whom he from time to time 
amyfed with various propofals of peace. By the mediation of 
a bilhop, a fuipenfion of arms was agreed en between them^ 
to continue fourteen days. That quiet became finally fatal to 
Paul. 

SuENus, a man of daring fpirit and of gttat fagacity, who 
had a number of warlike followers in CaitbnefSi and relided in 
Frefwick caftle, engaged with Madanus and Fraquark^ that he 
would bring Paul to them a captive. This, if accomplilhed, was 
the moft certain means of fulfilling all their wiflies : they there* 
fore gave him the ampleft encouragements to be fteady in the 
enterprize, 

SuENus failed in a galley, with thirty chofen men, and came 
(o the ifland of Raufa^ where Paul was refiding. When he 
came near the coaft, he concealed the greateft part of his men i 
and acquainted the fiihing-boats which he met with, that, hav- 
ing provifions to diipole of, he was defirous of knowing where 
the earl might be found, who, he was convinced, would be well 

^ fatisfied 
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&ti$fied to be the pufchafer. In the courfc of thcfc enquiries, 
he found that the earl was hunting feala *, in the vaft caves that 
fie under the great promontory at the end of the ifland. 

This was too favourable an opportunity of carrying his fcheme . 
into execution^ to be neglected by Suenus : he landed his men 
upon the adjacent Ihore> fo as to cut off t^e earFs retreat from 
the caves s and with a reiblute party fell at once upon his at* 
tendantSj and cut the mod of them to pieces. Paul thus fur- 
prized, at a period when he was altogether unfufpicious of 
danger, and left utterly defencelefs, and at a diflance from every 
poffible fuccour, was compelled to yield to his ^vere deftiny : he 
was bound, and put aboard of Suenus*s galley,, aiid by him carried 
a prifoner into Sutherland. There, kept in clofe confinement, 
and under perpetual apprehenfion of death, he found the only 
means of warding off the impending ftroke, was to make over to 
young HarM his title ta the- earldom : he therefore formally 
tefigned to him every right and claim to fortune or autho- 
rity in the norths 

Harold being thus appointed the legal heir oi Paul, liL 
confequence of that earl's difpofition in his favour, fuperadded 
to the former terms of agreement with Rmaldy his right tOr 
rule was judged equally valid, and that therefore his autho-* 
Fity Ihoold be equally ex;tenfive« Ta this Ronald had no obi> 
je£tion» 

* See Mr. Fbhxakt's aeconnf of tte mtnnef oF hunting and killing them. 
Tour 1769, p. 1^5. and JRK ZooK I. H* 37* 

Harold 
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Harold went over to Orkney^ under the care of John hifbop 
of yitboly and agreed with Ronald, that a folemn league of 
friendfhip, alliance^ and perpetual amity ihould be eflabliflied 
between them. Of this public notice was given throughout the 
Orcades and Caithnefs : the chieftains were appointed to aflemble 
at the caftle of Tbur/o. There a bond of union was ratified, 
correfponding with the agreement of the carls ; and it was de- 
clared, " that Ronald and Harold ihould be joint partners in the 
** government of all thefc territories, and entitled to all the 
'^ authority and lands, of which their grandfathers Hacon and 
^* Saint Magnus had been heirs." 

These earls, in an amicable manneri long ruled the north 
with honour and tranquillity. 
1158. It was cuftomary for them to fpend part of the fummer in 

hunting wild goats and roes among the mountains of Strath- 
naver. Ronald was there aflaflinated by TbiorHornus, a chieftain 
who had thought himfelf infulted. The higheft funeral honours 
were paid to Ronalds He was carried in pomp from Thurfi 
to the temple of the boly virgin in Soutb-Ranaldfiba^ and buried 
there. 

Harold now fully pofleiled the unrivalled fbvereignty of the 
north, and lived long to enjoy it. We find, that in X196, he 
was able to bring feven thoufand men to the field, and a body 
of cavalry, again ft the army offFilliam king of Scotland-^ but was 
immediately defeated. In the next year, the Caitbnefians rebelled 
again, headed by one Roderic, and Torpbinus^ fon to Harold. 
The king met and defeated them near Invemefs. Roderic was 
flain I and William^ feizing on Harold in the extremity of Caitbnefs, 

2 detained 



,•' 



r" 



T O R P -ffi U S. i«9 

4et4ined him till Torpbinus furrendered himfelf as a hollage t 
butj on Tome new treafons of the father^ the king, according 
to the barbarity of the times, caufed the eyes of the unhappy 
jrouth to be put out ; and had him emafculated^ of which he 
ibon perifhed in priibn *. 

Harold died in the fcvcnty-third year of his age j and with i*o4» 
bim ended, in its earls, the independent fovereignty of the north 
of Scotland. 



CONCLUSION. 

• 

HAVING thus run over the. principal events recorded by 
Tarfieus, they are found extending through a period of 
four hundred years, from the beginning of the ninth to the end 
of the twelfth century : and fcrve to give a fummary view of 
the ftate of thele provinces, the condition of the inhabitants, 
and the various fortunes of fome of the principal charafters, in 
thefe diftant ages. Previous to the year eight hundred, nothing 
feems to be known of what pafled in this country. But it is 
more remarkable, that fo little fatisfafbory can be gleaned of its 
hiftory lince the year one thoufand two hundred. Soon as the 
l^ht from Jorfieus fails, we are prefented with a great blank in 
the northern ftory. Darknefs and oblivion, in a great mea- 
fure, prevail. The court of Norway being no longer interefted 
in the revolutions of the earldom, after it became annexed to 

* Aiisali o(8itL h 13$. 
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the crown . of Seetland^ the appointment of hiftoriographers irt 
Floia would ceafe : and whatever civil commotions might (hake 
thefe northern counties, the internal convulfions of fuch diftant 
provinces, howfoever fevere, would be but little felt at the feat 
of government, and, confequently, overlooked in the records 
of the nation. Nothing but fragments of diftrefsful and gloomy 
events, can be fearned of the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fif- 
teenth centuries. In thcfe, frequent feud and rapine feem to 
have laid wafte the borders of Strathnaver, Caitbnefsy and 5k- 
tberland. Some depredations and confiicfls, that happened in< 
the fixteenth century, are related with greater precifion. Pen- 
haps it may not be improper, that fome of thefe, though un- 
imp9rtant, ihould be mentioned. 

The following anecdotes are fupported by the additional: 
evidence of a fmall volume, written in the reign of James Vl^ 
and may be called, as it is, 

CONFLICTS OF THE CLANS. 



1517. 



T. Roy-M'Kay was a celebrated chieftain of Straibf$a^eri. 
This clan noade frequent depredation^ on the borders of Cuitb^ 
nefs and Sutherland. A very formidiable body of tkem> joined 
by numbers from AJfint^ and by a troop from the wild^ and momi- 
tainous regions o( Edracbills, took an opportunity of invading 
Sutberkndy when the earl was at Edmbui^by atttndiog on 
James V. The chieftains of SufberloKd^ bowevier, aflfembSed 
their vaflals, and gathering together their whole force, fell upon 
the invaders at Torrand^ti^, in the parifli of Regari^ and put 

them. 
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them to flight : tWo hundred and fixteen of the Siratbnavef 
party fell in the field, the reft cfcaped to their mouDtaiii3. 
Eighteen of the Sutherland men were flain in the fight. 

Year after year, in like manner, thefe highland freebooters 
hovered on the borders, often fpoiling the country. 

QuEEif Mary came to Invemefs, and iffued an order, fum- ^SSS* 
moning an T. Rcy-MKay to ^pear before her, that he might 
anfwer for difturbances and bioodflied, which he had caufed^ 
by heading thefe outlaws in their depredations on Sutberlattd : 
but he refufed to obey the royal mandate, and ftrengthened 
himielf in the caftle of Boorve^ a fortrefs placed on a peninfu- 
lated and dmoft inacceffible rock on the north coaft of Stralb- 
naver. The earl of Sutherland was therefore commiflioned to 
penetrate north with a confiderable force, and with pofitive 
orders to apprehend T. Rey, and bring him captive to the 
queen. The earl fuccefsfuUy executed the office committed 
to his charge. Advancing through a tra6t of almoft deiert 
mountains, he befieged the caftie of Boorve, and compelled it 
to a furrender. The fort was demolilhed, and T. Rey carried 
tt prifoner to Edinburgh caftle, and there held in clofe confine- 
ment. 

The clan, in revenge for this difhonour done to their chief, 
came down with redoubled rage and violence, and laid wafte the 
country of Sutherland wherever they came. They fet fire to the 
chapel of St. Ninian in Navifdak^ and confumed it to the 
ground, thereby alfo deftroying a large quantity of goods, which 
the neighbouring inhabitants had conveyed into it, as the place 
of greateft fafety. The plunderers, however, were intercepted 

Z a in 
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m their return homei at the foot of the mountain Bin-mcir^ lit 
Birridale^ by a large force that hzA been collcfted on purpoie 
in Sufberland, and above oi>e hundred and twenty of the Strath^ 
naver men were cot to pieces> befide fome others who were 
drowned in endeavouring, to. ^fcape through the river Gar^ 
warie. 

pffiSf THROuon the rapacity of the Clan-Gun^ great difturbances 

were eccafioned in Caisbnefs and Suiberland.. The earlsj there.- 
fore> joined in the refolutioa of chaftifing them with the ut- 
nroft £everily. Henry Sinclair, coufin to the earl of Caifbnefs^ 
was unfortunate enough t^ lead a band of men agaiaft the 
Clan, while they were ftrongly pofled on the hill of Bingrime. 
The confequence of his too adventurous aflault was, that 
Henry, and one hundred and twenty of his company, were maf- 
fkcred> and the remainder, with extreme difficulty,, m^de their 
efcape. The earl of Sutberland's party, however,, being of fu* 
perior force> purfued the Clan-Gun into the heights of Rojs'^ 
Jbire, near to Loeh-broom, where they made a (land ; but, after 
an obftinate fight,, were routed, and their captain or chief made 
prifoner, who was carried, captive to Dunrebin cdSWt. Upwards 
of thirty men were flain in the combat. 

;5872 DissEKTioK arofe between the earis o£ Caiibnefs.znd Sutber* 

land, occafioned by the mutual infults given to each other by 
the chieftains on the borders of their lands. 

Alsxandsr, earl of Suiberland, with a large body> of men^ 

came to chaftife the offenders in Cailbne/s, Sind went on pillaging 

to the town of ff^ck, which he fet on fire. The earl of Caitb^ 

nefs, with^ the chief of his . followerS|, took refuge. mGaemigf 

9 cafUcj, 
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cafUe, and were twelve days blocked up in it, by the invaders. 
But Alwander^ perceiving that he could not compel the caflle to 
a furrendcr, raifed the (iege, and, after plundering the country, 
returned into Sutherland with the fpoih 

Thb earl of Caitbnefs was prepared to make reprifals on 1590. 

Sutherland : he entered it at the head of feveral hundred men i 
and, without moleftation, feized a conliderable prey of cattle, 
&c. ', his return into Caitbnefi was haftened by a rumour,- that 
a company from Strathnaver was fpoiling the environs- of 
Thurfo: and he was attacked in his retreat by fome forces which^ 
had aflembled for the purpofe of refcuing the prey s but they 
were beat off: about thirty men fell in the fkirmiih. 

The. following year, by the mediation of the earl of Huntfyi^ nsgu- 
z formal engagement of peace and friendfhip was entered on* 
and ratified between the earls of the contending counties. And 
it does not appear, that any conflidl. or feud of confequence 
has taken place lince that period, either in Strathnaver, Caifb-- 
nefs^ or Sutherland. Even the remembrance of fuch having even 
cxiftedj is happily now but very faintly and impetfedly retained;. 
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